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STATUS OF THE CRPD

150 ratifications and 158 signatories to the CRPD
84 ratifications and 92 signatories to its Optional Protocol (OP)
Guyana ratified the Convention on 10 September 2014
Congo (Republic of the) ratified the Convention and OP on 2 September 2014

Grenada ratified the Convention on 27 August 2014

Burundi ratified the Convention on 22 May 2014
Major milestone as ratification of CRPD reaches 150 states 

Disability rights worldwide have reached a major milestone after the CRPD was ratified by the 150th country. Guyana became the latest state to ratify the Convention, which has been in force since 2008 and has seen one of the fastest rates of ratification of any of the international human rights treaties. (http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=15029&LangID=E) 

Updated Enable Map of Signatures/Ratifications

The Enable Map, a graphical representation of the status of CRPD ratifications and signatures, has been recently updated by the UN Cartographic Section. Revision 4 provides updates as of July 2014. The map may be used in publications with prior permission requested through the UN Publications Board: permissions@un.org. 
(http://www.un.org/disabilities/documents/maps/enablemap.jpg) 
NEWS FROM UN HEADQUARTERS
General Assembly – 69th session begins
The General Assembly commences its 69th session this month at UN Headquarters in New York. During this session, the Assembly will have before it the Reports of the Secretary-General on a disability-inclusive development agenda towards 2015 and beyond (A/69/187) and the status of the Convention (A/69/284). Download the reports at: http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=36. Live webcasts of the General Assembly meetings are available at: http://webtv.un.org.
General Assembly - Proposal on sustainable development goals to follow the MDGs

At the end of its 13th session, the Open Working Group (OWG) on Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) produced its final report, which contains 17 proposed SDGs accompanied by a set of targets intended to measure progress towards the achievement of these objectives. The proposed Outcome Document from the Working Group will be submitted for consideration by the UN General Assembly. While the goals are intended for "all" the people of the world, the document makes at least nine specific references to persons with disabilities and disability. (http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/focussdgs.html)
Preparatory process for a disability-inclusive post-2015 disaster risk reduction

The Third World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction (3WCDRR), which will be held in Sendai, Japan in 2015, will review the implementation of the Hyogo Framework for Action: 2005-2015 (HFA - Building the Resilience of Nations and Communities to Disasters), and adopt a post-2015 framework for disaster risk reduction (HFA2). HFA2 will build on the lessons learned in the achievements of HFA and other international agreements. Open-ended informal consultative meetings by stakeholders will take place in September and October 2014. Based on such consultative meetings, the Co-Chairs of the Bureau of the 3WCDRR will prepare a Zero-Draft by mid-October in time for the second Preparatory Committee meeting, scheduled in Geneva, Switzerland, on 17-18 November 2014. Follow the proceedings and read the Joint proposal to secure contributions of persons with disabilities to the post-2015 framework for disaster risk reduction process, as well as the disability-related interventions and contributions to the consultations. (http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=1619)
DESA - Global commemoration of IDPD, 3 December 2014

The observance of this year’s International Day of Persons with Disabilities (IDPD) provides an opportunity to further raise awareness of disability as a cross-cutting development issue. The theme of this year's commemoration, “Sustainable Development: The promise of technology” is timely, as it marks the conclusion of the period of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGS) in 2015 and the launch of a new development framework of sustainable development goals (SDGs). The 2014 commemoration of IDPD will work to harness the power of technology to promote inclusion and accessibility to help realize the full and equal participation of persons with disabilities in society and shape the future of sustainable development for all. Three sub-themes chosen will focus on the promise of technology in: Disability-Inclusive Sustainable Development Goals; Disaster Risk Reduction and Emergency Responses; and Creating Enabling Work Environments. (http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=1620) 
DESA - Call for stories for the International Day of Older Persons, 1 October 2014
Please send us stories of older persons with disabilities who have made a difference in their community. The story can be related to a situation of an older person with a disability and the positive energy used to address the situation, for example, through the organizing of community-wide measures or through an advocacy group or in partnership with local Government authorities. The above stories of women and men from around the world who did something inspiring should be summed up in fewer than 150 words, along with a related photograph. The stories would be reviewed and considered for global dissemination on the International Day of Older Persons (1 October) to empower persons with disabilities and encourage community engagement, everywhere. Email your stories by 26 September to Robert Venne at enable@un.org. 

DESA – Outcome of UN expert group meeting on disability data and statistics  

An expert group meeting (EGM) on “Disability data and statistics, monitoring and evaluation: the way forward, a disability inclusive development agenda towards 2015 and beyond” was jointly convened by the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN DESA) and the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) in Paris, France from 8-10 July 2014. Over 25 global experts working on disability research, data and information participated in the meeting. During the first day, the meeting focused on discussions to improve international comparability of disability data and statistics, which resulted in specific recommendations for the United Nations system. The second day of discussions involved a review of the goals and targets in the zero draft of the sustainable development goals produced by the Open Working Group (OWG), with a view to assess ways the emerging development framework could ensure the inclusion of persons with disabilities. Detailed technical papers are available at: http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=1617.  As a follow-up to the EGM, the UK Government’s Department for International Development (DFID) will conduct a workshop/conference on disability data on 23 October in London. Updates will be posted at: www.un.org/disabilities. 
DESA - Launch of the African Disability Forum 

A consortium of African continental, sub-regional and national federations of organizations of persons with disabilities are preparing to launch the African Disability Forum (ADF) in Addis Ababa from 3 to 5 November 2014. The ADF will function as a consortium of DPOs in Africa with the purpose of strengthening the capacity of its membership to promote disability rights and inclusion in Africa. The Forum will seek to strengthen and amplify the voices of Africans with disabilities via their representative organizations. The launch of the ADF will involve potential member organizations and partners to discuss, review and approve ADF statutes and other foundational documents to prepare for its formal membership and functioning as a regional Forum. The launch meeting is being organized by the United Nations Special Rapporteur on Disability of the Commission for Social Development and UNDESA. Participants are invited from continental and sub-regional federations of DPOs as well as from two national federations of DPOs from each of the 5 sub-regions.  For more information, please contact Miranda Fajerman (fajerman@un.org) or Eric Zhang (zhangg@un.org)
DESA - International Youth Day, 12 August 2014: Mental Health Matters

The theme of International Youth Day for 2014 was “Youth and Mental Health”. The Day worked to raise awareness on youth with mental health conditions and increase efforts to address the stigma and discrimination experienced by many young people with mental health conditions. An event was held at UN Headquarters by DESA and the Office of the Secretary-General’s Envoy on Youth that brought together young people, youth organizations, Member State representatives, civil society, and UN entities to discuss issues of concern to youth with mental health conditions. (http://undesadspd.org/Youth/InternationalYouthDay/2014.aspx)  

NOTES FROM UN REGIONAL COMMISSIONS

ECLAC – Measuring disability in Latin America and the Caribbean

The Executive Committee of the Statistical Conference of the Americas approved the continuation of a Task Group on the measurement of disability in Latin America and the Caribbean. The group, coordinated by Mexico and comprising representatives from Costa Rica, Cuba, Ecuador, and Dominican Republic, along with the support of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) as Technical Secretary, will establish lines of collaboration with the Group of Washington and the Pan American Health Organization/World Health Organization in order to organize two subregional training workshops for the national statistics offices. The Executive Committee was also presented with a report, “Regional report on measuring disability:  Overview of the disability measurement procedures in Latin America and the Caribbean”, produced by the Task Group following consultation with national statistics offices. 
(http://www.cepal.org/deype/noticias/documentosdetrabajo/2/53482/LCL3860i.pdf) 

ESCWA - Launch of technical material on disability in the Arab region

The United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA), in partnership with the League of Arab States, recently published: "Disability in the Arab Region: An Overview" during a regional conference on disability in Muscat, Oman (26-27 May 2014). The technical material compiles disability statistics as well as information on laws, policies and institutions related to disability for all 22 Arab countries. In doing so, "Disability in the Arab Region: An Overview" represents the first instance such baseline information on disability is collected and presented for the Arab region. According to available data, disability prevalence rates among Arab countries range from 0.4 per cent to 4.9 percent. These figures likely represent underestimations, as they contrast sharply with average prevalence in other regions and are also considerably low given the wide-spread occurrence of risk factors and disability causes in the Arab region. The technical material shows that substantial progress has taken place at the policy level, as overarching institutional and legal frameworks related to disability have expanded significantly in Arab countries over recent years. Available data suggests that, despite enabling legislation, persons with disabilities in the Arab region continue to experience more limited access to employment opportunities and quality education than persons without disabilities. Based on these findings, "Disability in the Arab Region: An Overview" offers guidance and recommendations to support continued national efforts to implement the CRPD. In particular, further steps are needed in order to reduce barriers in access to education and employment, improve the evidence base on disability, align definitions of disability with international guidelines, and establish indicators and frameworks for monitoring the impact of disability policies on the ground. To download the technical material, in Arabic: http://www.escwa.un.org/divisions/div_editor/Download.asp?table_name=divisions_other_ar&field_name=ID&FileID=743; and English: http://www.escwa.un.org/divisions/div_editor/Download.asp?table_name=divisions_other&field_name=ID&FileID=1658. 
HIGHLIGHTS FROM UN AGENCIES
ILO staff survey on disability inclusion
Pioneering within the United Nations system, the ILO recently conducted a survey among its staff to estimate the disability prevalence among its employees as well as to assess their knowledge and awareness on disability issues. Main findings include that one in six respondents were found to have a disability or activity limitation and more than half of the respondents felt that they needed more information on disability issues. Some of the latest ILO products, such as the literature review on begging as an overlooked issue of disability and poverty, as well as the pilot study on the situation and prospects for disabled beggars in Addis Ababa, contribute to addressing these existing knowledge gaps. Contact: Barbara Murray, Senior Disability Specialist, Gender, Equality and Diversity Branch, Conditions of Work and Equality Department, International Labour Organization (ILO), E-Mail: murray@ilo.org, Tel. +41 22 799 6376, Website:  www.ilo.org/disability.
WHO – New WHO Department to include disability issues

The World Health Organization (WHO) Director-General, Dr Margaret Chan, has announced the creation of a new Department for Management of Noncommunicable Diseases, Disability, Violence and Injury Prevention (NVI). This new Department, which results from the merger of the Department of Violence and Injury Prevention and Disability (VIP) and the Department for Management of Noncommunicable Diseases (MND), is officially established as of today. NVI will support regions and countries to strengthen their capacity to address these major health and development challenges in an integrated way in the context of the new realities of the post-2015 era. The WHO Director-General has appointed Dr Etienne Krug, former Director of VIP, as Director of NVI. (http://www.who.int/topics/disabilities/en/)
WTO -San Marino to host 1st European Conference on Accessible Tourism

Policies and measures to promote universal accessibility in tourism will be at the centre of the 1st UNWTO European Conference on Accessible Tourism, jointly organized by UNWTO and the Government of the Republic of San Marino on 19 November 2014. Accessible Tourism for All defines the appropriate measures to ensure that persons with disabilities have access, on an equal basis with others, to the physical environment, transportation, information and communications and facilities open to the public or for public use. In recognition of the importance of accessibility in tourism, UNWTO and the Government of the Republic of San Marino will jointly organize the 1st UNWTO European Conference on Accessible Tourism, scheduled to be held in San Marino on 19 November 2014. The Conference will be addressing how to maintain and develop quality, sustainability and competitiveness in accessible tourism. (http://media.unwto.org/press-release/2014-03-26/san-marino-host-1st-unwto-european-conference-accessible-tourism)
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
5 September to 13 October: Open-ended Informal Consultative Meetings on a post-2015 disaster risk reduction framework (3WCDRR)
(See item above)
15 September to 10 October: 12th session of the Committee to the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD)
(http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/SessionDetails1.aspx?SessionID=935&Lang=en)
3 October: International Day of Older Persons
The theme of this year’s International Day of Older Persons (IDOP) is “Leave no one behind: Promoting a society for all”. Please see the above call for stories for IDOP.

19 to 22 October: World Summit on Destinations for All

The first-ever World Summit on Destinations for All will be held in Montréal under the theme, “Tourism, Culture and Transportation, A Common Strategy at the International Level”. The Summit aims to establish an international strategy to develop inclusive tourism around the world. (http://www.accessibletourism.org/?i=enat.en.events.1325) 

3 to 5 November: Launch of the African Disability Forum

(See item above)
12 to 14 November: ITU Accessible Americas

The International Telecommunication Union (ITU) is organizing “Accessible Americas”, a regional symposium on ICT accessibility for persons with disabilities in Sao Paolo, Brazil (see above). (http://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Regional-Presence/Americas/Pages/Events.aspx) 
19 November: 1st UNWTO European Conference on Accessible Tourism
(See item above)
24 to 26 November: UNESCO: From Exclusion to Empowerment

Building on the UN CRPD and its unique mandate to education, communication and information within the United Nations system, UNESCO, in conjunction with the Government of India, Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment and Ministry of Human Resource Development, as well as with a number of international, regional and national partners is organizing an international conference entitled “From Exclusion to Empowerment: The Role of Information and Communication Technologies for Persons with Disabilities” in New Delhi, India. (http://www.unesco-ci.org/ict-pwd/)  

3 December: International Day of Persons with Disabilities

(See item above)
28 to 31 July 2015: TRANSED 2015

The 14th International Conference on Mobility and Transport for Elderly and Disabled Persons will be held in Lisbon, Portugal. (http://www.transed2015.com) 
OTHER NEWS

Barclays launches Return on Disability ETNs 

Launched by Barclays Bank PLC, the Barclays Return on Disability Exchange Traded Notes (“ETNs”) are a first-of-a-kind investment product. Barclays plans to list the ETNs on the NYSE Arca Stock Exchange under the ticker symbol RODI. The ETNs are linked to the performance of the Return on Disability US LargeCap ETN Total Return USD Index (“the Index”) and are designed to provide investors with exposure to US-based companies that have acted to attract and serve people with disabilities – and their friends and family – as customers and employees. The Index uses a quantitative ranking methodology to measure a company’s publicly observable activities relating to people with disabilities across three key areas: talent, customer and productivity. This ranking methodology focuses on elements that have the potential to increase shareholder value in a company, such as using best practices for attracting and hiring candidates with disabilities, focusing on ‘ease of use’ features in products and services, and implementing productivity-focused process improvements driven by people with disabilities. (http://www.barclays.com; mark.lane@barclays.com) 
Mexican DPOs present critical rights issues to the CRPD Committee

At the current session of the CRPD Committee being held in Geneva, the Coalición México por los Derechos de las Personas con Discapacidad (COAMEX) will participate in the interactive dialogue between the Committee and the Mexican government regarding conditions for people with disabilities in Mexico. At the formal briefing of the Committee, COAMEX will highlight major rights challenges regarding access to justice, legal capacity, and multiple discrimination. With the support of the Disability Rights Action Fund (DRAF) and the sponsorship of the Australian Government, COAMEX will also hold a side event to provide additional information to the Committee for their deliberations towards concluding observations for Mexico. Documents related to the Mexican reporting process are available at: http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/SessionDetails1.aspx?SessionID=935&Lang=en. (www.disabilityrightsfund.org)
Local RecFest celebrates abilities

The fourth annual Philadelphia Rec Fest will be held on 27 September and the inaugural Baltimore Rec Fest will take place on Saturday, 4 October.  Organized by Global Abilities Foundation, the Rec Fest will feature wheelchair sports (rugby, basketball, handcycling, power hockey, etc.) scuba diving, martial arts, rock climbing, arts and crafts, carnival games, and many more activities.  The World Report on Disability that was prepared by the World Bank and WHO in 2011, estimates that over a billion people are living with a disability, worldwide. In addition to physical challenges, many persons with disabilities also have secondary complications such as social isolation, low self-esteem, and depression. Recreation is an important element of the physical and mental well-being of persons with disabilities; however, most persons with disabilities do not have the same access to recreation as do their able-bodied counterparts. Such recreational festivals help help persons of all ages and abilities get fit and get active. It also works to raise awareness and educate the public about disability and increase collaborations between multiple organizations that provide disability resources and services. Organize your own local RecFest! (www.RecFest.net)
UK Disability History Month

UK Disability History Month (UKDHM) is an annual event that began in 2010 to create a platform to focus on the history of the struggle for equality and human rights by persons with disabilities. Disability History Month runs from 22 November to 22 December, each year. This covers HIV/AIDS Day (1 December), International Day of Persons with Disabilities (3 December) and Human Rights Day (10 December). It also follows on directly from Anti-Bullying Week (19 to 23 November) The theme for 2014 will be “War and impairment: The Social Consequence of Disablement”. (http://ukdisabilityhistorymonth.com)
CONTACT INFORMATION

Secretariat for the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

Division for Social Policy and Development (DSPD)
Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA)

S-2906, United Nations, New York, NY 10017, USA.

Website: www.un.org/disabilities 

Email: enable@un.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/pages/United-Nations-Enable/196545623691523   

Twitter: http://twitter.com/UN_Enable 
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