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STATUS OF THE CRPD

151 ratifications and 159 signatories to the CRPD
85 ratifications and 92 signatories to its Optional Protocol (OP)
Since the last issue of the Enable Newsletter:

Guinea-Bissau ratified the Convention on 24 September 2014
Samoa signed the Convention on 24 September 2014 
NEWS FROM UN HEADQUARTERS
Third Committee of the General Assembly meets on disability
The Third Committee of the 69th session of the General Assembly discussed disability issues this month at UN Headquarters in New York. The Committee reviewed the Reports of the Secretary-General on a disability-inclusive development agenda towards 2015 and beyond (A/69/187) and the status of the Convention (A/69/284). Member States presented their efforts to move forward on disability issues and highlighted disability action in their respective national plans. States also highlighted the importance of a disability-inclusive global development agenda, including in the areas of education, employment, social protection, health, food security, peace, humanitarian responses and human security, statistics and data, monitoring and evaluation and access to justice and human rights.  Member States also expressed strong support to the principles and implementation of the Outcome Document of the HLMDD.  Delegates also emphasized the importance of enhanced accessibility for persons with disabilities as both a means and a goal of inclusive sustainable development. Currently, Member States are negotiating a draft resolution on “Realizing the Millennium Development Goals and other internationally agreed development goals for persons with disabilities towards 2015 and beyond”, which is expected to promote the mainstreaming of disability in development, as well as in international cooperation, national development strategies and official statistics. 
Statements: http://papersmart.unmeetings.org/ga/third/69th-session/programme/ 
Disability reports: http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=36
Live webcasts of General Assembly meetings: http://webtv.un.org.
High-level meeting of the General Assembly on the twenty-fifth anniversary of the adoption of the Convention on the Rights of the Child

This year marks the 25th anniversary of the adoption of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. On the occasion, the General Assembly passed a resolution to organize a high-level meeting on children on 20 November. The meeting will be a critical moment to take stock of progress, suggest ways to bridge implementation gaps and make a strong call for make the vision of the Convention a reality for all children, including children with disabilities. The meeting will work to highlight innovative approaches that can transform the lives of children everywhere. (http://www.unicef.org/crc/index_73962.html)
Disability inclusion in post-2015 disaster risk reduction strategies

The Preparatory Committee of the Third UN World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction (3WCDRR) will meet for its second session from 17 to 18 November 2014 in Geneva, Switzerland, to negotiate a zero draft of the post-2015 disaster risk reduction strategy (HFA2).  The Disability Risk Reduction Network that has worked to ensure a disability-inclusive post-2015 framework for disaster risk reduction process, established “persons with disabilities” as a recognized stakeholder group. An update on the sessions of the 3WCDRR is now available (www.wcdrr.org/resources/announcements) that includes the co-Chairs' pre-zero draft. Earlier, in June 2014, the DESA Forum on Disability and Development included a roundtable discussion on disability-inclusive disaster risk reduction and resilience that worked to take a stock of progress in including disability in disaster risk reduction policy and practices and to discuss options to better incorporate the perspectives and needs of persons with disabilities in HFA2. (http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=1619) 
Indigenous persons with disabilities at the first WCIP 

For the first time, a high-level plenary meeting of the UN General Assembly known as the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples (WCIP) was held at UN Headquarters from 22 to 23 September 2014. The Indigenous Persons with Disabilities Global Network (IPWDGN) represented indigenous persons with disabilities and worked to include references to indigenous persons with disabilities in the outcome document of the Conference. The action-oriented provisions of the Outcome Document are expected to lead to sweeping changes for current and future generations.  (http://www.un.org/en/ga/69/meetings/indigenous/#&panel1-1 and http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2014/ga11558.doc.htm)

International Day of Persons with Disabilities, 3 December 2014

The observance of this year’s International Day of Persons with Disabilities (IDPD) on 3 December, provides an opportunity to further raise awareness of disability as a cross-cutting development issue. The theme of this year's commemoration, “Sustainable Development: The promise of technology” is timely, as it marks the conclusion of the period of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGS) in 2015 and the launch of a new development framework of sustainable development goals (SDGs). The 2014 commemoration of IDPD will work to harness the power of technology to promote inclusion and accessibility to help realize the full and equal participation of persons with disabilities in society and shape the future of sustainable development for all. Three sub-themes chosen will focus on the promise of technology in: Disability-Inclusive Sustainable Development Goals; Disaster Risk Reduction and Emergency Responses; and Creating Enabling Work Environments. At UN Headquarters a series of commemorative events will be held to commemorate the Day, including the United Nations Enable Film Festival (UNEFF). Film producers wishing to submit their films should do so by 20 November 2014. Instructions for submission of films, as well as a detailed programme of the Day’s events are available at: http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=1620. Participants wishing to attend commemorative events at UN Headquarters on 3 December should register at: http://bit.ly/idpd2014-register. 
DESA – Countdown to the launch of the African Disability Forum 

The Special Rapporteur on Disability of the Commission for Social Developemnt with the support of DESA, along with a consortium of African continental, sub-regional and national federations of organizations of persons with disabilities are counting down the launch the African Disability Forum (ADF) in Addis Ababa from 17 to 19 November 2014. The ADF will function as a consortium of DPOs in Africa with the purpose of strengthening the capacity of its membership to promote disability rights and inclusion in economic and social development in Africa. The Forum will seek to strengthen and amplify the voices of Africans with disabilities via their representative organizations. The launch of the ADF will involve potential member organizations and partners to discuss, review and approve ADF statutes and other foundational documents to prepare for its formal membership and functioning as a regional Forum. The launch meeting is being organized by the United Nations Special Rapporteur on Disability of the Commission for Social Development and UNDESA. Participants are invited from continental and sub-regional federations of DPOs as well as from two national federations of DPOs from each of the 5 sub-regions.  For more information, please contact Miranda Fajerman (fajerman@un.org) or Eric Zhang (zhangg@un.org) 
Improving data and statistics for inclusive development

On 23 October, the Chief of the Secretariat for the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (DESA), co-Chaired a Disability Data Conference in London organized by the Government of the UK’s Department for International Development (DfID). The meeting served as a follow up to promote dissemination of the recommendations from the UN Expert Group Meeting on "Disability Data and Statistics, Monitoring and Evaluation: The way forward, a disability inclusive development agenda towards 2015 and beyond, held at UNESCO Headquarters in Paris from 8-10 July 2014. (http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=1617). The meeting in London with bilateral donors and other stakeholders worked to encourage the strengthening and mainstreaming of disability data and statistics in development cooperation. The Conference focused on the use of the Washington Group short question set and discussed integration of disability components into broader statistical data collection efforts to address some of the inconsistencies and persistent challenges in national data collection on persons with disabilities. The meeting was framed in the context of the emerging post-2015 development framework and notion of "leaving no one behind" in future development actions.
OHCHR - Human Rights Council decides to appoint a Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

At its twenty-sixth session under agenda item 3, the Human Rights Council adopted a resolution (A/HRC/RES/26/20) and decided to appoint a Special Rapporteur on the rights of persons with disabilities. The new Special Rapporteur will develop a regular dialogue with Governments, UN agencies, NHRIs, persons with disabilities and their representative organizations, and other stakeholders to identify, exchange and promote good practices relating to the realization of the rights of persons with disabilities and their participation as equal members of society. The Council is expected to announce the individual nominated as Special Rapporteur, shortly. http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/RES/26/20 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM UN AGENCIES
IASG: Inter-Agency Support Group for the CRPD meets to chart way forward
On 14-15 October, the UN Inter-Agency Support Group (IASG) for the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities met via video-conference. Over 15 agencies and others participated in the meeting and open sessions, including representatives of the International Disability Alliance (IDA) and the International Disability and Development Consortium (IDDC). At the meeting, the IASG decided to further strengthen its collaboration in the promotion of a disability-inclusive post-2015 agenda and in relation to inclusive emergency and humanitarian responses and disaster risk reduction for persons with disabilities. A thematic working group on disasters and conflict will be established to review current activities of the IASG and to develop a workplan for strengthening the UN's inclusion of disability in disaster risk reduction, emergencies and humanitarian crises. Further discussion also included forthcoming international conferences, collaboration for the International Day of Persons with Disabilities and inter-agency initiatives, including the UN Partnership to promote the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNPRPD) and the UN Inter-Departmental Task Force on Accessibility (IDTFA). A report of the meeting will be made available on the Enable website, shortly. (www.un.org/disabilities) 
UNICEF: Ten million childhood disabilities prevented in campaign to end polio

The annual number of polio cases has fallen from 350,000 in 1988, to 416 in 2013, and 243 so far this year – an extraordinary drop of more than 99 percent. All but three countries where polio was firmly entrenched – Afghanistan, Nigeria and Pakistan – have eliminated the virus within their borders. And multiple outbreaks have been contained over the past 26 years. “In 1988 polio was a leading cause of childhood disability,” said UNICEF Executive Director Anthony Lake. “In country after country since then, a generation of children has grown up without the spectre of polio.” (http://www.unicef.org/media/media_76424.html)

UNESCO: From Exclusion to Empowerment

Building on the UN CRPD and its unique mandate to education, communication and information within the United Nations system, UNESCO, in conjunction with the Government of India, Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment and Ministry of Human Resource Development, as well as with a number of international, regional and national partners is organizing an international conference entitled “From Exclusion to Empowerment: The Role of Information and Communication Technologies for Persons with Disabilities” in New Delhi, India (24 to 26 November 2014). The major objective of this international event is to promote the human rights and fundamental freedoms of persons with disabilities and encourage all stakeholders to take concrete measures for the empowerment of persons with disabilities to access information and knowledge through the effective and innovative usage of Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs). (http://www.unesco-ci.org/ict-pwd/)  
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
(Please send us information on major international disability events for possible inclusion in the list below)

12 to 14 November: ITU Accessible Americas

The International Telecommunication Union (ITU) is organizing “Accessible Americas”, a regional symposium on ICT accessibility for persons with disabilities in Sao Paolo, Brazil (see above). (http://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Regional-Presence/Americas/Pages/Events.aspx) 
19 November: 1st UNWTO European Conference on Accessible Tourism

(http://media.unwto.org/press-release/2014-03-26/san-marino-host-1st-unwto-european-conference-accessible-tourism)
17 to 19 November: Launch of the African Disability Forum

(See item above)
24 to 26 November: UNESCO: From Exclusion to Empowerment

(See item above)
3 December: International Day of Persons with Disabilities

(See item above)
4 to 13 February: 53rd Commission for Social Development
(http://undesadspd.org/CommissionforSocialDevelopment/Sessions/2015.aspx)
14-18 March 2015: 3rd World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction
(http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=1619)

21 March: World Down Syndrome Day
(http://www.un.org/en/events/downsyndromeday/) 

2 April: World Autism Awareness Day
(https://www.un.org/en/events/autismday)
18 to 19 May 2015: Pacific Rim International Conference on Disability and Diversity

(See item, below) 
9 to 11 June 2015: Eight session of the Conference of States Parties to the CRPD

(http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=1535) 
28 to 31 July 2015: TRANSED 2015

The 14th International Conference on Mobility and Transport for Elderly and Disabled Persons will be held in Lisbon, Portugal. (http://www.transed2015.com) 
OTHER NEWS
(DISCLAIMER: The information below is provided by civil society organizations and others for informational purposes only. This does not constitute endorsement of, or an approval by, the United Nations of any of the products, services, or opinions of the organization or individual. The United Nations bears no responsibility for the accuracy, legality or content of their statements and opinions.)
Promoting the inclusion of persons with disability in disaster management in Indonesia 
In spite of the significant risk that people with disabilities face in relation to disasters, the international disaster risk reduction (DRR) frameworks, policies and programs lack significant reference to disability. The positive contribution that people with disabilities can, and should, make within DRR has yet to be realized. For this reason, The Centre for Disability Research and Policy (CDRP) at the University of Sydney is working collaboratively with Arbeiter-Samariter-Bund (ASB) to explore how people with disability can be included in DRR activities in Indonesia. The project will identify and draw upon best practices of disability inclusive DRR in Indonesia. The research has been funded by AustralianAID through the Australian AID Development Research Awards Scheme. (http://sydney.edu.au/health-sciences/cdrp/) 
Statistics for South Africa Released: Census 2011

Earlier in September, Statistics South Africa released an extensive report on persons with disabilities from information gathering during the 2011 Census. Key findings of the report indicate that the prevalence of disability in South Africa was 7.5% (2.9 million people), where about 2.5% of persons reported having mild difficulty in walking, while 1% reported having severe difficulty in walking a kilometre or climbing a flight of stairs. Gender disparities show that females with disabilities were more disadvantaged compared to males, in both the education and employment domains. Disability severity and type of disability determines one's income. Persons with sight disabilities earn more income compared to persons with other types of disabilities. (http://beta2.statssa.gov.za/publications/Report-03-01-59/Report-03-01-592011.pdf)

Reviewing access for persons with disabilities to UK attractions

A recent survey, commissioned by the Department for Work and Pensions, found that nearly two thirds of the UK’s top attractions were not fully accessible for wheelchair users. The survey included the top 100 most visited attractions in the UK - with a 52% response rate. Of these, 63% said that they were not completely accessible to wheelchairs. Of the 27 venues that charged for entry, 44% offered no discount at all for disabled people. The ratio of disabled toilets to non-disabled toilets was marginal, where only a fifth had hoists available – indispensable for some disabled guests. More than a quarter of those who responded said they did not have accessibility information available on their website, making those websites challenging for visually impaired persons. (vitalise.org.uk)
Forum 29: Enabling persons with disabilities to participate in public and political life
Inspired by Article 29 of the CRPD, Nova Scotia Canada conducted a one-day event by bringing together people with disabilities who have been involved in all aspects of public and political life, as well as interested stakeholders and policy makers. The event provided a forum for which persons with disabilities could relay the issues, barriers and potential solutions for getting involved in public and political life. These issues, barriers and solutions were recorded to inform Forum29 organizers on what topics should be addressed in the research and further work involved with the next steps of Forum29. The event also provided an avenue for those involved in the overall Forum29 project to relay to participants what work has happened locally and internationally to-date, and how this event will inform further work in this area. (http://disability.novascotia.ca/content/forum-29-enabling-persons-disabilities-participate-public-and-political-life)
Pacific Rim International Conference on Disability and Diversity

The Pacific Rim International Conference, considered one of the most diverse gatherings in the world, encourages and respects voices from “diverse” perspective across numerous areas, including: voices from persons representing all disability areas; experiences of family members and supporters; evidence of researchers and academics studying diversity and disability; stories of persons providing powerful lessons; and examples of program providers. In 2015, new topic areas will promote thoughtful discussion and suggest new ways to integrate education, technology, advocacy, activism and interdisciplinary research. The conference will be held from 18 to 19 May 2015. (http://www.pacrim.hawaii.edu)
Exclusion from education: the barriers and the costs
In low-income countries, children with disabilities are significantly less likely to complete primary school and have fewer years of education than their non-disabled peers. A recent study of children sponsored by Plan International found that, across 30 countries, children with disabilities included in the sponsorship program were often ten times less likely to attend school as children without a disability. The LSHTM study, highlighted how the barriers to inclusion can be physical, communication, financial and attitudinal. In additional policy barriers exists. Exclusion from education costs people with disabilities and their families, low or reduced wage earnings. (http://www.cbm.org/Proposed-Sustainable-Development-Goal-4-Education-469358.php)
HRW new publication on children with disabilities in orphanages

Human Rights Watch released a new report in close collaboration with local disability and children’s rights organizations. The report urges: an end to violence and neglect against children with disabilities institutions, to step up its efforts to prevent children from entering institutions, and to create a long-term plan to end institutionalization of children in accordance with international human rights law. (http://www.hrw.org/node/126110)  (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hH6Li7Dg4Bc)
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