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UPDATE ON THE CONVENTION

143 signatories to the Convention

87 signatories to the Optional Protocol

70 ratifications of the Convention

45 ratifications of the Optional Protocol

Treaty event at UNHQ promotes signing and ratification of Convention

The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) was recently ratified by Portugal, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Czech Republic and Turkey during a treaty event held at UN Headquarters from 23-29 September. The number of ratifications is now 70, the number of signatories is now 143 following Monaco’s signature. Find out more at: http://www.un.org/disabilities.

Conference of States Parties concludes its second session

The second session of the Conference of States Parties to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities was held from 2-4 September at UNHQ in New York.  During the session, participants discussed legislative measures to implement the Convention in roundtables on accessibility and reasonable accommodation, and on equal recognition before the law, access to justice and supported decision-making. The session also included an interactive segment on the on-going work of the UN system and its support for the implementation of the Convention. Non-governmental organizations participated along with Governments in an informal session on the global economic crisis, poverty and the implementation of the Convention. More information at: http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=1479/.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE UN SYSTEM

64th Session of the General Assembly to discuss disability issues

The Third Committee of the General Assembly will discuss disability issues under item 61(b) “Social development, including questions relating to the world social situation and to youth, ageing, disabled persons and the family” from 5-7 October 2009. The Assembly will have before it the recently released Reports of the Secretary-General on the “Status of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Optional Protocol” (A/64/128) and on “Realizing the Millennium Development Goals for Persons with Disabilities” (A/64/180). More information at: http://www.un.org/disabilities.

International Day of Persons with Disabilities - 3 December: Are you prepared?

The International Day of Persons with Disabilities (IDPD) will be commemorated on 3 December. The theme for this year promotes the empowerment of persons with disabilities and their communities through the MDGs. The Day provides an opportunity to mobilize action to achieve the primary goal of full and equal enjoyment of human rights and participation in society by persons with disabilities. Include! Organize! Celebrate! Take Action! If you are commemorating the International Day of Persons with Disabilities in your community and would like to share an innovative idea that includes other stakeholders, such as your Government, a UN agency, an NGO/DPO or a community, please let us know about it. We will showcase the idea on our website to inform and inspire others. Find out more at: http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=1484.

Millennium Development Goals and Persons with Disabilities

Currently, there are no references to persons with disabilities either in the MDGs themselves or in the accompanying body of guidelines and policies, programmes and conferences that are part of the on-going MDG efforts.  In addition, the new revisions of the MDGs currently in process do not include persons with disabilities. Earlier this year, a United Nations Expert Group Meeting worked to develop a “roadmap” for how the achievement of the MDGs could benefit persons with disabilities. Read the report of the Expert Group Meeting and summary to find out more: http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=1470.

ILO short video on disability

Decent Work for People with Disabilities - Count Us In! Women and men with disabilities can and want to be productive members of society. This four minute video, produced by the International Labour Organization, combines music and images to raise awareness about the barriers as well as the actions needed to help persons with disabilities obtain decent work and a better life. Watch the video at

http://www.ilo.org/public/english/disability/countusin/main.html.

OHCHR - Consultation on implementation and monitoring of the Convention

A consultation on national implementation and monitoring frameworks of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities will take place in Geneva on 26 October 2009. The event takes place in the context of preparations of a study by the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) on the topic, as requested by the Human Rights Council (HRC) in resolution 10/7. All information on the study and the consultation process is available at http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/disability/consultation26102009.htm.

UNDPI – Video on changing perceptions about persons with disabilities

The UN Department of Public information (UNDPI) in collaboration with DESA has produced this brief video as a part of its 21st Century Programme that will be distributed to broadcasters such as CNN World Report.  The focus of the video is to help address stigma and discrimination of persons with disabilities. It presents highlights of the lives of two persons with disabilities in Hong Kong and shows that, when given equal access to education, employment, transportation and proper healthcare, persons with disabilities can live their lives fully just like everyone else: studying, working, travelling, having relationships, starting families of their own and enjoying family life. Watch the video at: http://www.un.org/av/unfamily/21stcentury.html (Programme #34).

UN HABITAT - Comprehensive community centre approach in slums

The comprehensive community centre approach is a hybrid of existing approaches that puts emphasis on support structures to the community based rehabilitation (CBR) programme to ensure holistic development of disabled children in slums. The model is informed by the realization that not all rehabilitation activities can be carried out at home, more so if the home is in an informal settlement. UN-Habitat is currently constructing and establishing a Comprehensive Community Centre in the slum settlement of Kibera Soweto in Nairobi. The centre will also play a pivotal role in community sensitization about disability to dispel myths, stigma and fear. For more information: http://www.unhabitat.org.

WHO - Task Force on Disability

The World Health Organization (WHO) Director-General has established a Task Force on Disability to lead the organization's efforts and acknowledges that the Convention will change the way WHO works. The Task Force, which includes representatives from all levels of the organization, aims to ensure that WHO policies, programmes and projects are designed and implemented taking into account persons with disabilities. During its first year, the Task Force achieved significant results in key areas, including information access, physical access, awareness-raising and technical programmes. A work plan has been drawn up for the second year. For more information contact Tom Shakespeare (shakespearet@who.int).

WHO- International Diploma on Mental Health Law and Human Rights

The International Diploma in Mental Health Law and Human Rights (a collaboration between the Indian Law Society and WHO, Geneva) enters its second year on 2 October 2009. The course builds the capacity of students to advocate for human rights and to influence national legislative and policy reform in line with the CRPD and other key standards. Students and the expert faculty comprise service users, government officials, health professionals, lawyers and human rights defenders. For more information contact Natalie Drew (drewn@who.int) or visit 

http://www.who.int/mental_health/policy/whatsnew/en/index.html.

WHO - Monitoring Human Rights and Quality in Mental Health Facilities

The draft WHO Tool for Monitoring Human Rights in Mental Health Facilities is currently being piloted in a number of countries. The Tool uses the CRPD as a framework to provide countries with information and guidance on human rights standards that need to be respected, promoted and protected in mental health facilities and social care homes. For more information contact Natalie Drew (drewn@who.int) or visit http://www.who.int/mental_health/policy/legislation/en/index.html.

12th session of the Human Rights Council

The Human Rights Council (HRC) met from 14 September to 2 October for their 12th Session. During this session, the HRC considered the reports of the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) Working Group (5th session). The UPR is a unique process which involves a review of the human rights records of all 192 UN Member States once every four years. The UPR is a State-driven process, under the auspices of the HRC, which provides the opportunity for each State to declare what actions they have taken to improve the human rights situations in their countries and to fulfill their human rights obligations. The UPR will hold its 6th session from 30 November to 11 December 2009.  More information at: http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/12session.

PUBLICATIONS 

Disability rights, gender and development: A resource tool for action

As part of its global strategy to promote the Convention on the Rights of Persons with

Disabilities in development activities and to mainstream disability in all aspects of its work, the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA); the Secretariat for the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (SCRPD/DESA) and the Wellesley Centers for Women (WCW) at Wellesley College have developed a unique compilation of resource materials on innovative approaches to promote the human rights of persons with disabilities, especially women and children in inclusive people-centered development. Download a copy at http://www.wcwonline.org.

Improving the participation of children with disabilities

The draft Manual on improving participation for Children with disabilities (0 - 6 years) being developed jointly by WHO and UNICEF is ready for field-testing. The manual "Lets Participate" is written for primary healthcare professionals who care for children with disabilities. It provides knowledge, ideas and suggestions designed to improve participation for young children in society.  For more information contact Alana Officer (officera@who.int) or Christopher Capobianco (CCapobianco@unicef.org).

Disability and HIV Policy Brief

Persons with disabilities are at a greater risk of HIV infection and often lack access to HIV prevention and support services. Rates of sexual assault and abuse are also high among the disabled population, particularly for people with intellectual impairments and those who are institutionalized. The Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), the United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) and WHO launched a new policy brief on disability and HIV, which explores this neglected issue and makes recommendations for policy change. The brief can be downloaded at http://www.who.int/disabilities/jc1632_policy_brief_disability_en.pdf .

Guidelines on the provision of manual wheelchairs

The WHO, US Agency for International Development and International Society for Prosthetics and Orthotics has prepared “Guidelines on the provision of manual wheelchairs in less resourced settings” that are now available in English, French and Spanish. The guidelines address the design, production, supply and service delivery of manual wheelchairs, in particular for long-term wheelchair users. Order forms and downloadable versions of the Guidelines are available at this link:  http://www.who.int/disabilities/publications/technology/wheelchairguidelines/en/index.html

UNESCAP Accessibility Manual

The United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP) is currently working on an accessibility handbook that will be used for capacity-building and to raise awareness on accessibility issues. The authors are looking for specific instances where persons with disabilities have faced barriers in gaining access to public services. They would like to use these stories to educate policy-makers on the reality of the situation of persons with disabilities to help them better understand the importance and impact of universally designed systems. Please send your experiences in English and limit your words to one page.  Only selected submissions will receive notice prior to publication. The handbook is expected to be launched in 2010. Please send your submissions to Mr. Jonathan Foret at jv4a@yahoo.com and include your full name and country in your email.  The deadline for submissions is 31 October 2009.

UPCOMING EVENTS

5-7 October 2009: Third Committee to discuss disability issues

(See Highlights from the UN system above)

16-18 October: Stand Up and take action against poverty

In 2006, 23 million people Stood Up. In 2007, 47 million people Stood Up. Last year, 116 million people Stood Up and Took Action. For the fourth year in a row, millions of people around the world will Stand Up and Take Action to show their support for the fight against poverty and for the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). Persons with Disabilities and their organizations are encouraged to participate in the campaign and make their voices heard for themselves and all others suffering the ravages of extreme poverty. More information at: http://www.endpoverty2015.org/stand-up.

12-23 October: Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities to meet

The second meeting of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities will take place in Geneva from 19 to 23 October 2009. It is expected that the Committee will adopt its working methods, rules of procedures and reporting guidelines. In the course of the session, the Committee will hold a day of general discussion on article 12 of the CRPD. All information is available at: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRPD/Pages/CRPDIndex.aspx.

18 - 19 November: 4th UN Inter-Agency Support Group for the CRPD

The Inter-Agency Support Group for the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (IASG) that coordinates the work of the United Nations system in support of the promotion and implementation of the Convention will have its fourth meeting at UNHCHR Headquarters in Geneva. At the meeting it will discuss good practices, challenges and opportunities to support the implementation of the Convention. Group members will also share experiences on mainstreaming disability issues in displacement, as well as work to develop guiding principles to include disability in the work of UN country teams. More information at: http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=448.

3 December: International Day of Persons with Disabilities (IDPD)

(See Highlights from the UN system above)

3 – 12 February 2010: 48th session of the Commission for Social Development

The Commission for Social Development will meet for its 48th Session from 3 to 12 February 2010 at UNHQ in New York. This year’s Priority Theme is "Social Integration". Visit http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/csd/2010.html to see the Provisional Agenda and documentation for the session.

12 – 13 April 2010: 26th Annual Pacific Rim International Conference 

The Centre on Disability Studies at the University of Hawaii is currently calling for submissions of proposals to the 2010 Pac Rim Conference on disabilities that will be held in Honolulu, Hawaii. The Conference will explore new directions through scholarship, best practice, and international networking, as well as include an International Forum on the Rights of People with Disabilities, an international film festival and more. More information at: http://www.pacrim.hawaii.edu/

(Please email us information on major international disability-related events).
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