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STATUS OF THE CRPD

160 ratifications/accessions and 160 signatories to the CRPD

88 ratifications/accessions and 92 signatories to its Optional Protocol (OP)
Sao Tome and Principe acceded to the CRPD on 5 November 2015  
NEWS FROM UN HEADQUARTERS
General Assembly
Creating a new momentum for universal ratification of CRPD

Last week, the Third Committee of the General Assembly adopted a resolution on the CRPD (A/C.3/70/L.25) that draws attention to the upcoming 10th anniversary of the CRPD noting the opportunities it offers in creating new momentum towards its universal ratification. The resolution also urges States to support the inclusion of persons with disabilities in the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). It further calls for the disaggregation of data by disability and specific indicators to measure the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for persons with disabilities. The resolution also invites the Chair of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Special Rapporteur on the rights of persons with disabilities to address and engage in annual interactive dialogues with the General Assembly.  (http://www.un.org/disabilities/documents/gadocs/a_c.3_70_l.25.pdf)
Promoting social development of persons with albinism
The Third Committee of the General Assembly addresses issues relating to social development, humanitarian affairs and human rights, including disability. Last week, the Third Committee concluded its session by adopting a resolution on persons with albinism (A/C.3/70/L.14/Rev.1) under agenda item 28 (Social Development). The resolution expresses concern over the current situation of persons with albinism in society and reaffirms the need for their participation in development efforts. Citing the CRPD and other human rights instruments, the resolution encourages Member States to continue to uphold the rights of persons of albinism, including the rights to life, liberty, security of person, education, work, an adequate standard of living and the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health. It further requests the Secretary-General to present a comprehensive report with recommendations to the General Assembly at its seventy-second session in 2017, on the various social development challenges faced by persons with albinism, taking into consideration the specific needs of women and children with albinism. (http://www.un.org/disabilities/documents/gadocs/a_c.3_70_l.14.rev.1.pdf)  
Member States move towards a more inclusive and accessible UN
At the conclusion of its session last week, the Third Committee adopted a resolution on realizing an inclusive and accessible United Nations for all persons with disabilities (A/C.3/70/L.25) under agenda item 72 (Human Rights). The resolution entitled “Toward the full realization of an inclusive and accessible United Nations for persons with disabilities” calls upon the Secretary-General to take measures to create an accessible and inclusive non-discriminatory environment at the UN, as well as to raise awareness of UN staff on disability issues. Furthermore, the resolution requests a comprehensive report on the status of inclusion and accessibility at the UN, as well as for recommendations on measures for improvement.  (http://www.un.org/disabilities/documents/gadocs/a_c.3_70_l.56.pdf) 
International Day of Persons with Disabilities (IDPD) - 3 December
Celebrating IDPD!
The theme of the 2015 commemoration of IDPD is: "Inclusion matters: Access and empowerment for people of all abilities" that seeks to reduce inequalities and remove barriers to the equal participation of persons with disabilities in society and development. Sub-themes for IDPD 2015 are: (1) Making cities inclusive and accessible for all; (2) Improving disability data and statistics; and (3) Including persons with invisible disabilities in society and development. IDPD has been commemorated since 1992 to promote awareness and mobilize support for critical issues relating to the inclusion of persons with disabilities in society and development. The estimated one billion people living with disabilities worldwide, continue to face many barriers to inclusion and do not have access to key aspects of society on an equal basis with others.  (www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=1637)
Commemorative events at UN Headquarters

With the adoption of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development in September this year, the overall theme for this year’s International Day, “Inclusion matters: Access and empowerment for people of all abilities”, aims to further mainstreaming the rights, aspirations and contributions of persons with disabilities in all aspects the new global development agenda. The 2015 commemoration at the UN Headquarters is organized by UN-DESA in close collaboration with Governments, the UN system, development partners, civil society, and in particular disabled people’s organizations (DPOs), as well as academic institutions. The UN Secretary-General, Permanent Representatives of Australia, Ecuador, Italy, Japan, Kenya, Republic of Korea, Spain as well as DPOs, academia and the private sector will participate and present during several commemorative activitie organized for the Day. Following the Opening Ceremony, panel discussions will be organized under the three sub-themes of the International Day:  “Inclusive and Accessible Urban Development”, “Persons with Invisible Disabilities”, and “Disability Data and Statistics, Monitoring and Evaluation for Inclusive Development.” The Day’s events at the UN Headquarters will also include a musical performance by artists with disabilities from Republic of Korea, the UN Enable Film Festival, and, for the first time, the UN Enable Photo Exhibition. The film festival will be opened by Commissioner Victor Calise of the New York City Mayor's Office for People with Disabilities. (http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=1637#unhq) 
Celebrating IDPD at UN offices and countries around the world

Around the world, Governments, UN offices, civil society organizations, including persons with disabilities and their organizations will be conducting activities and events to celebrate the Day. The UN Office in Geneva are celebrating IDPD by announcing “A Day for All”, where a group of UN agencies, international organizations, independent experts and civil society organizations will host a series of activities to acknowledge the achievements and contributions of persons with disabilities, as well as to reaffirm their commitment to the rights of persons with disabilities. Activities include an unveiling of an artistic intervention to the ‘broken chair’ monument, at the Place des Nations and a roundtable with Spanish actor and writer Pablo Pineda in Room XX at the Palais des Nations (http://www.un.org/disabilities/documents/idpd/idpd2015_un_geneva_flyer.pdf). UN Women notes that to ensure the inclusion of women and girls with disabilities, in addition to gender-related information, disability-related information must be collected in surveys and at the analysis stage, and that indicators must systematically be disaggregated and reported by sex and disability. To commemorate the Day, UN Women commits to continue to promote the production of disability statistics and, when available, use it in its research and work including in the context of sustainable development goal 5, on gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls (www.unwomen.org). 
Find out how IDPD is being commemorated in countries around the world at: http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=1637#aroundtheworld.  
NEWS FROM OTHER UN ENTITIES
OHCHR - Call for submissions on Draft General Comment for article 24 

The CRPD Committee invites interested parties to provide written input on its Draft General Comment on the right to inclusive education (article 24). Comments and feedback should be sent electronically in Word format by 5 January 2016. Submissions should be in one concise and focused document, indicating precisely the paragraphs to which comments are being made and must not exceed 5 pages. Written submissions are welcome in the working languages of the Committee (English, Spanish or French). Deadline: 5 January 2016.
(http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRPD/Pages/GCRightEducation.aspx) 

ESCAP - 2015 Global IT Challenge for Youth with Disabilities in Asia and the Pacific 

The 2015 Global IT Challenge for Youth with Disabilities in Asia and the Pacific (GITC) was held in Jakarta, from 26 to 29 October 2015. The event was co-organized by the Ministry of Communication and Information Technology of Indonesia, the Ministry of Health and Welfare of the Republic of Korea and several other entities. Over 100 youth with disabilities and 62 governmental representatives from 15 countries, including most of those in South-East Asia, participated in IT competitions in the area of information searching, making story books and creating games through Scratch programmes. At the award ceremony, the congratulatory statement of ESCAP's Executive Secretary was delivered and the Executive Secretary’s Awards were presented to participants from Bangladesh and India, respectively. It was announced that 2016 GITC will be held in China. (http://www.unescap.org/announcement/2015-global-it-challenge-youth-disabilities-asia-and-pacific) 
UN Women – 2016: A year for gender equality and the empowerment of women and girls with disabilities

The year 2016 will mark the tenth anniversary of the CRPD, as well as the 25th anniversary of the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW)’s general recommendation 18 on disabled women. It will also be the year in which the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities will adopt a general comment on women with disabilities, which presents a timely opportunity to reinforce the intersectionality between CEDAW, the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) and CRPD. For reference, see the “Disability Rights, Gender, and Development: A Resource Tool for Action” at http://www.un.org/disabilities/documents/Publication/UNWCW%20MANUAL.pdf. 
ILO – New publication promotes decent work for persons with disabilities
Based on two previous editions, the latest publication from the International Labour Organization (ILO): "Decent work for persons with disabilities: promoting rights in the global development agenda" presents the main approaches which have been taken in countries across the globe to ensure that persons with disabilities can access employment and work to advance professionally, and on an equal basis with others. These approaches include legislation, vocational training, employment services as well as financial, technical and personal support mechanisms. The latest publication provides a comprehensive overview of the principal international legal instruments, policies and initiatives that aim to promote the rights of persons with disabilities, particularly in terms of work and employment. It also proposes an agenda for future action for promoting the rights of persons with disabilities within the 2030 Development Agenda. Available in English, French and Spanish at http://labordoc.ilo.org/record/462523?ln=en. 
ITU – Join in the Open consultation on Access to the Internet for Persons with Disabilities
The International Telecommunication Union (ITU) invites all relevant stakeholders to contribute to an open consultation on the challenges faced by persons with disabilities when accessing Internet services, as well as suggesting the possible approaches to address these challenges. The open consultation is being held in the context of ITU´s Council Working Group: International Internet-Related Public Policy Issues (CWG-Internet). The CWG-Internet is one of ITU’s main bodies looking at identifying, studying, and developing matters related to international internet-related public policy issues. The consultation are open until 15 January 2016 at: http://www.itu.int/en/council/cwg-internet/Pages/consultation-oct2015.aspx. For further information about ITU´s activities in the area of ICT accessibility, please see: www.itu.int/accessibility.
WIPO – Moving closer towards the 20 signatories for the entry into force of the Marrakesh Treaty

With recent ratifications by the Republic of Korea on 8 October and by Mongolia on 23 September, the Marrakesh Treaty to Facilitate Access to Published Works for Persons Who Are Blind, Visually Impaired, or Otherwise Print Disabled (MVT), is moving closer towards the 20 signatories required for its entry into force. The MVT was adopted by Member States of the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) on 27 June 2013. To-date, the Treaty has been by ratified by eleven countries including El Salvador, India, Mali, Paraguay, the United Arab Emirates, Uruguay, Argentina and Singapore, Mexico, Mongolia and the Republic of Korea. For further information on the MVT and its status of ratification: http://www.wipo.int/treaties/en/ip/marrakesh/.
World Bank - School for the blind project in Afghanistan

The Vocational High School for the Blind is enabling people with visual impairment to pursue higher education and fulfil their vision to have a vocation and contribute to society. The school is supported by the Afghanistan Second Skills Development Project, implemented by the Ministry of Education with support by the World Bank. The project focuses on providing incentives to schools and institutes offering formal Technical and Vocational Education and Training programs, while simultaneously strengthening the institutional system as a whole. (http://bit.ly/1PZNwCE)
World Bank – Recent initiatives to include disability in development

In the week of 16 November, the Social Inclusion team at the World Bank Group supported multiple internal events to promote the inclusion of persons with disabilities in development and poverty reduction efforts.  The Law, Justice and Development Forum 2015 (November 16-19) hosted a panel entitled: “Accessible Technology for Persons with Disabilities: Addressing Legal and Governance Gaps” that was co-sponsored by the World Bank’s Social, Urban, Rural and Resilience Global Practice, the Burton Blatt Institute at Syracuse University, and the Global Initiative for Inclusive ICTs (G3ict). The panel reflected on the impact of technology on promoting access to governance and justice for persons with disabilities, and discussed the development of policy, regulation, and governance structures needed to promote accessible technology. Charlotte McClain-Nhlapo, the World Bank’s Global Disability Advisor, spoke on a panel about the transposition of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities into domestic legal and regulatory frameworks. Ms. McClain-Nhlapo also participated in a BBL hosted by the Community of Practice on Human Rights and Development of the Global Forum on Law, Justice and Development. A Spanish delegation from ONCE, ONCE Foundation, and FSC-Inserta, a subsidiary of ONCE visited the World Bank Group on 19-20 November and presented on their extensive work in supporting the job creation and employment participation for persons at a roundtable titled Disability Inclusion Matters for Bank staff. On November 20, the World Bank’s Social Inclusion team invited a small group of foundations and philanthropic organizations for a consultation on opportunities for increased collaboration to bridge gaps in the social and economic inclusion of persons with disabilities. The group discussed opportunities to support and strengthen each other’s work while encouraging greater disability inclusion is part of all projects focused on the SDGs. (http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/disability) 
CALENDAR OF INTERNATIONAL DISABILITY EVENTS
Please send us information on major international disability events, for possible inclusion in the list below, to enable@un.org. Now also available on the UN Enable website at www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=1627.
2015

3 December: International Day of Persons with Disabilities

(http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=1637) 
10 December: Human Rights Day

(www.un.org/en/events/humanrightsday/)
15 to 17 December: Information for All: ESCAP-CDPF Workshop on Accessible Knowledge, Information and Communication for Persons with Disabilities in Asia and the Pacific

(http://www.unescap.org/events/information-all-escap-cdpf-workshop-accessible-knowledge-information-and-communication)    
2016

2 to 12 February: 54th session of the Commission for Social Development
(http://undesadspd.org/CommissionforSocialDevelopment/Sessions/2016.aspx)
9 to 11 February: AccessAbilities Expo, Dubai, UAE

(http://www.accessabilitiesexpo.com) 

10 to 12 February: Zero Project Conference 2016 on Inclusive Education and/or Information and Communication Technologies, Vienna, Austria

(http://zeroproject.org/) 
14 to 24 March: 60th session of the Commission on the Status of Women 

(http://www.unwomen.org/en/csw/csw60-2016)
21 March: World Down Syndrome Day

(www.un.org/en/events/downsyndromeday)
2 April: World Autism Awareness Day
(www.un.org/en/events/autismday)
11 to 13 April: 9th World Assembly of Disabled People's International (DPI), New Delhi, India
(www.disabledpeoplesinternational.org)
25 to 26 April: Pacific Rim International Conference on Disability and Diversity, Hawaii

(www.pacrim.hawaii.edu/) 

25 to 27 April: VIII Latin-American Congress of the Blind, Montevideo

(www.ulacdigital.org/montevideo2016)  
23 to 24 May: World Humanitarian Summit, Istanbul, Turkey

(www.worldhumanitariansummit.org)   
13 June: International Albinism Awareness Day

(www.un.org/en/events/albinismday/)
14 to 16 June: 9th session of the Conference of States Parties to the CRPD

(http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=1535)  

25 to 27 July: Habitat III - 3rd session of the Preparatory Committee, Jakarta, Indonesia
(https://www.habitat3.org/the-new-urban-agenda/preparatory-committee)

18 to 25 August: IX General Assembly of the World Blind Union

(www.worldblindunion.org/English/general-assembly/Pages/default.aspx) 
27 to 29 September 2016: 2nd CBR World Congress, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

(http://www.2ndcbrworldcongress.com/)
16 October: DESA Forum on Accessible and Disability Inclusive Urban Development, Quito, Ecuador 

(www.un.org/disabilities) 
17 to 20 October: Habitat III, UN Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban Development, Quito, Ecuador

(www.habitat3.org)
OTHER NEWS
(DISCLAIMER: The information below is provided by other stakeholders for informational purposes only. This does not constitute endorsement of, or an approval by, the United Nations of any of the products, services, or opinions of the organization or individual. The United Nations bears no responsibility for the accuracy, legality or content of their statements and opinions.)
New topical guide on disability inclusion 

The Governance and Social Development Resource Centre (GSDRC) established by DFID in 2001, has published this topical guide that summarises evidence on the key debates and challenges of disability inclusion in development and humanitarian response. While disability does not necessarily imply limited well-being and poverty, there is growing evidence that the estimated one billion people with disabilities face attitudinal, physical and institutional barriers that result in multi-dimensional poverty, exclusion and marginalization. Disability inclusion could increase earnings, tax revenues, and individual and societal well-being, and it need not be costly or complicated. Inclusive approaches are more cost-effective than piecemeal disability interventions. (http://www.gsdrc.org/topic-guides/disability-inclusion/) 
New publication: Disability, Rights Monitoring, and Social Change

Disability, Rights Monitoring, and Social Change is an important and timely collection that explores and challenges the ways in which disability rights are monitored. The contributors to this edited volume range from grassroots activists to international scholars and UN advisors. The chapters address the current theoretical, methodological, and practical issues surrounding disability rights monitoring and offer a detailed look at law and policy reforms, best practices, and holistic methods. This unique compilation crosses the divide between the global South and North and explores the complex issues of intersectionality that arise for women with disabilities, indigenous peoples with disabilities, and people with diverse disabilities. (http://bit.ly/1P9Uc2i)
International seminar on spinal cord injury
An International seminar for persons with spinal cord injuries: “Are you healthy, living with spinal cord injury?” was held in the Convention Hall of the Kim Koo Museum and Library and was organized by the Korea Spinal Cord Injury Association (KSCIA). Over 250 medical experts, practitioners, social workers, and other experts, including  Stig Langvad from UN CRPD, President Makoto Yokohama from Japanese Spinal Cord Fund Association, as well as persons with spinal cord injuries and their organizations, participated in the event. The seminar provided an opportunity for participants to exchange information and establish a network of experts and practitioners on the issue. (http://bit.ly/1Ikm9T3, www.kscia.org)
WDU Global Social Awareness Awards

The World Disability Union (WDU) will launch its Global Social Awareness Awards that work to emphasize and expand the influence and benefits of CRDP implementation for persons with disabilities. On 3 December in Istanbul, the Awards will be presented to institutions and individuals that have piloted role model practices on accessibility, awareness-raising and tourism for all. (https://www.facebook.com/WorldDisabilityUnion/) 
African Disability Forum (ADF) holds its first General Assembly

Delegates from 30 organizations of persons with disabilities (DPOs) in Africa, members of the African Disability Forum (ADF), held their first General Assembly from 31 October to 1 November at the Desmond Tutu Conference Center in Nairobi, Kenya. The ADF is a democratic, representative, pan-African membership organization of DPOs at continental, sub-regional and national levels, created to unify and amplify the voice of persons with disabilities in Africa and strengthen the technical capacity of their organizations. During the meeting the ADF draft Constitution and Bylaws were formally adopted, and members of the first 9-member ADF Executive Council were elected. Forty six African DPOs submitted their applications to become members of the ADF. With the support of the UN Partnership to Promote the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNPRPD) toward its establishment and operationalization, the ADF plans to work closely with the African Union, the UN and its system organizations, key international and regional disability organizations, including the International Disability Alliance (IDA), the International Disability and Development Consortium (IDDC) and the European Disability Forum (EDF), as well as with African development organizations and academic institutions. Further information about ADF is available from: africandisabilityforum@gmail.com.
First-ever Pan African Albinism Conference convened

The first-ever Pan African Albinism Conference took place in Dar es Salaam Tanzania, from 19 to 22 November 2015. The event was sponsored by the ECOSOC NGO, Under The Same Sun, and several other organizations such as the Organisation Internationale de la Francophonie (OIF), Standing Voice, UNICEF, the Open Society Initiative of East Africa, Precision Air, the Embassies of France and Netherlands and the Canadian High Commission. The World Bank Art Program also displayed an albinism exhibit titled “A long road: The struggle for Social Inclusion of People with Albinism in Africa”. At the Conference, 29 African countries were represented, 13 of which were Francophone countries, 15 Anglophone countries and one Portuguese-speaking country. There were also nine non-African countries represented from Asia, Europe and North America.  In total every day had roughly 170 to 220 persons in attendance. There were broad training sessions conducted by OHCHR Geneva on how to engage the UN system and a subsequent session by the UN’s senior human rights adviser of Tanzania’s UN country team providing concrete examples of successful engagement between the UNCT in Tanzania and local civil society groups. A consultative session between the UN Independent Expert on with the enjoyment of human rights by persons with albinism also took place. Attendees at the Conference, worked to establish Pan African Albinism Alliance with a committee of regional representatives from all key sub-regions of Africa. (http://www.underthesamesun.com/conference) 
IDA Promoting DRR in Ecuador

Following the agreement of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR), the International Disability Alliance (IDA) was invited to Ecuador by the Vice-Presidency. The visit served to better understand how Ecuador is developing and implementing a Disaster Risk Management Strategy (DRMS) inclusive of persons with disabilities, considering its high exposure to natural disaster-related risks. At a related conference for Government Ministers, and representatives of UN agencies, DPOs, NGOs, as well as front-line first responders, along with persons with disabilities and their families, IDA presented on the new Sendai Framework on DRR that was followed by a visit to a vulnerable region around the active Tungurahua Volcano.
(https://youtu.be/GyCKLsiq7vo?t=4m33s, http://on.fb.me/1OAwhpW) 

NCPEDP Commemorating 20 years of the Indian Disability Act

National Centre for Promotion of Employment for Disabled People (NCPEDP) launched a series of events and activities under the Equality+20 Campaign to commemorate 20 years of the Indian Disability Act. Most important is the Equality+20 Conference on 1 and 2 December, which will host disability leaders and experts who will assess the present scenario of rights of persons with disabilities in India in consonance with the global movement and India’s role internationally. The Conference will result in a stock-taking report of the past 20 years and set targets under Vision 2022 – the 75th year of India’s independence. The celebrations will conclude with the symbolic “Walk To Freedom” at India Gate on 3 December, the International Day of Persons with Disabilities. (https://www.facebook.com/DisabledPeoplesInternational/; https://www.facebook.com/National-Centre-for-Promotion-of-Employment-for-Disabled-People-NCPEDP-270388593023278/) 
Paralympian woman archer to participate in 2016 Rio Olympics

Ms. Zahra Nemati, the first-ever Iranian Paralympian archer who won a gold medal at the London Olympics has qualified to participate in the Olympics in Rio in 2016. In 2014, during the 7th session of the Conference of States Parties to the CRPD at UN Headquarters, Ms. Nemati spoke at a panel discussion on “Sports for Inclusive Development and Empowerment of persons with disabilities”. (http://www.tehrantimes.com/Index_view.asp?code=250690)
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Call for volunteers to translate the UN Enable newsletter in other languages
Volunteer your time to translate the UN Enable newsletter in an official UN language or your own local language. More information: http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=1626. 
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