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STATUS OF THE CRPD

126 ratifications and 154 signatories to the CRPD
76 ratifications and 90 signatories to its Optional Protocol (OP)
Afghanistan acceded to the CRPD and its OP on 18 September 2012 

Malta ratified the CRPD and its OP on 10 October 2012
HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE UN SYSTEM

International Day of Persons with Disabilities, 3 December 2012

Are you preparing to commemorate and celebrate the International Day of Persons with Disabilities on 3 December 2012? The theme of this year's commemoration is: "Removing barriers to create an inclusive and accessible society for all". Barriers can take a variety of forms, including those relating to the physical environment or to information and communications technology (ICT), or those resulting from legislation or policy, or from societal attitudes or discrimination. Choose your own sub-theme, so as to address a specific issue of exclusion and accessibility in your community such as education, employment, housing, ICT, transportation, travel and tourism or sports. Let us know about it and we will showcase your idea and activity on our website so as to inspire others to do the same. Among the events to be held at UN Headquarters, a high-level event will be held to launch the preparatory process for the 2013 High-level meeting of the General Assembly on disability and development. (www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=1597)

United Nations Enable Film Festival 2012 
The UNEFF 2012 (United Nations Enable Film Festival) will be held at UN Headquarters as a part of the commemorative activities for the Day. Send us information, videos or links to your disability-related films by 20 November. (www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=1562) 

Third Committee of the General Assembly discusses disability issues

Currently, the Third Committee of the General Assembly is negotiating three draft resolutions relating to disability. The draft resolution: “Realizing the Millennium Development Goals and other internationally agreed development goals for persons with disabilities” will address issues concerning the inclusion and mainstreaming of disability in development programmes and processes, as well as the improvement of disability data and statistics, among other issues. The draft resolution: “Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Optional Protocol, thereto” addresses the need to strengthen of the work of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, among other issues, while the draft resolution: “Addressing socio-economic needs of individuals, families and societies affected by Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD) and Developmental Disorders (DD)” draws attention to and addresses the issues surrounding individuals, families and communities affected by ASDs and other DDs. The General Assembly has before it two disability-related reports of the Secretary-General: “Realization of the Millennium Development Goals and internationally agreed development goals for persons with disabilities: a disability-inclusive development agenda towards 2015 and beyond” (A/67/211) and “Status of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Optional Protocol thereto” (A/67/281). (www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=36) 
High-level Meeting on Disability and Development (23 September 2013)
An event to launch the preparatory processes for the High-level meeting of the General Assembly on disability and development (HLMD) will be held on 3 December at UN Headquarters as part of the commemorative events for the International Day of Persons with Disabilities, by the President of the General Assembly along with the co-facilitators, the Governments of the Philippines and Spain. The HLMD, to be held on 23 September 2013, is expected to be held at the level of the Heads of State. Prior to the convening of the HLMDD in September 2013, a draft text of the outcome document will be produced by the President of the General Assembly in consultation with Member States, along with input from organizations of persons with disabilities, through informal consultations. The outcome document will be presented to the HLMD for adoption. (www.un.org/hlmdd2013)  
Stevie Wonder performs at UN Headquarters and promotes HLMDD2013

Stevie Wonder, the international award-winning artist and humanitarian, along with other renowned musicians, performed in a concert in a UN General Assembly Hall full of enthusiastic UN staff, members of the diplomatic community and guests, in observance of UN Day, observed annually on 24 October. The date marks the anniversary of the entry into force of the UN Charter in 1945. During his opening remarks Mr. Wonder called for support for next year's High-level meeting of the General Assembly on disability and development (HLMD) at the level of Heads of State and Governments. He said that the meeting provided a historic opportunity to create change and get closer to the goal of a society without barriers that includes the full and equal participation of persons with disabilities. (www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=43382&Cr=un+day&Cr1) 

Panel Discussion on Preventing and Ending Violence against Women with Disabilities

As a contribution to the 2013 General Assembly High-level Meeting on Disability and Development and the 57th session of the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW), the Permanent Missions of the Philippines and Armenia, together with DESA, UN Women, Women Enabled, Women’s UN Report Network and the U.S. Federation for Middle East Peace, in collaboration with the National Organization for Women Foundation (NOW Foundation), organized a panel discussion on Preventing and Ending Violence against Women with Disabilities. The event worked to promote more sustained and accelerated efforts to prevent and eliminate violence against women with disabilities throughout the world, as both a human rights and development issue, and to increase the participation of women with disabilities in decision-making in anti-violence programming processes. (http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?navid=46&pid=1602) 

Special rapporteur to convene consultative meeting in Africa

The Consultative meeting of the African Disability Forum (ADF) will be convened by the UN Special Rapporteur on Disability of the UN Commission for Social Development, with the support of DESA, in Addis Ababa from 28 to 29 November in conjunction with the AU Conference of Ministers of Social Development. The ADF aims to further promote the rights of persons with disabilities in all aspects of society and development in Africa. In carrying out activities under his mandate, the Special Rapporteur has focused particularly on the African region, where his efforts in this area are particularly timely, given a number of disability-related developments and opportunities at the African regional and sub-regional levels. Furthermore, the Continental Plan of Action on the African Decade is to be implemented through the enhanced institutional arrangement the African Union Disability Architecture. The ADF is an initiative proposed by the Special Rapporteur in collaboration with key stakeholders in the AU Commissions, African Rehabilitation Institute, AfriNEAD, and the Secretariat of the African Decade as well as national, sub-regional and regional DPOs across Africa. The ADF is envisaged to serve as  a multi-stakeholder forum that will advance the situation of persons with disabilities in the Africa region through (1) facilitating broad-based dialogues, especially in conjunction with the annual AU inter-governmental meetings and processes with a view to raise awareness about disability  issues and provide policy and technical advice  (2) strengthening regional networking and partnership among key stakeholders in the disability community in Africa, (3) generation and dissemination of research, the promotion of disability-inclusive development, and (4) the capacity development of the relevant key stakeholders.

Make your voice heard to address inequalities in the world we want

Join in the Global Consultation on Addressing Inequalities - The Heart of the Post-2015 Development Agenda and the Future We Want for All. This joint Civil Society/UN consultation, co-convened by UNICEF and UN Women with the support of the Government of Denmark, is designed to be an open and inclusive conversation for a multitude of voices from civil society, academics, governments and the UN system to discuss what the Post-2015 development agenda should look like. It is your opportunity to influence the agenda! (www.worldwewant2015.org/inequalities) 
ESCAP – Making the right real for persons with disabilities
The High-level Intergovernmental Meeting on the Final Review of the Implementation of the Asian and Pacific Decade of Disabled Persons, 2003-2012 convened by the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) was held from 29 October to 2 November in Incheon, Republic of Korea. The Meeting was attended by Ministers and senior officials of Governments, as well as civil society leaders from across Asia and the Pacific. The Meeting adopted the Ministerial Declaration on the Asian and Pacific Decade of Persons with Disabilities, 2013-2022, and the Incheon strategy to “make the right real” for persons with disabilities in Asia and the Pacific. These measures will work to empower persons with disabilities and promote greater equality in the region, particularly through the implementation of the CRPD. (www.unescap.org/sdd/) 
ITU/WHO - Using mobile technology to address NCDs
The International Telecommunications Union (ITU) and the World Health Organization (WHO) launched a new initiative called "m-Health" to use mobile technology, particularly text messaging and applications, to help tackle non-communicable illnesses such as diabetes, cancer, cardiovascular diseases and chronic respiratory diseases. Through the initiative, ITU and WHO will provide evidence-based and operational guidance to encourage partners worldwide, especially governments, to implement m-Health interventions to address prevention and treatment of non-communicable diseases (NCDs) and their common risk factors – tobacco use, unhealthy diet, physical inactivity and the harmful use of alcohol. Using mobile telephone technology, m-Health practices can help save lives, reduce illness and disability, and reduce healthcare costs significantly. (www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=43308&Cr=disease&Cr1=)
UPCOMING EVENTS IN 2012

(We welcome information from the general public on major international disability events for possible inclusion in the list below.)

8 to 18 November: WBU/ICEVI General Assemblies

World Blind Union (WBU) and International Council for Education of People with Visual Impairment (ICEVI) will convene joint General Assemblies and associated events in Bangkok, Thailand. Events include: African Union of the Blind General Assembly, WBU Diversity Forum, WBU General Assembly, ICEVI General Assembly and events, and joint programme days between WBU and ICEVI. (www.wbu-icevi2012.org)
26 to 28 November: 1st CBR World Congress
The first Community Based Rehabilitation (CBR) World Congress entitled: “CBR: The Key to Realising CRPD” will be held in Agra, India. (www.cbrglobal.org or www.apcdfoundation.org/ecafe/en/node/12322. 
3 to 4 December: World Conference on IT (WCIT-12)

ITU will convene the World Conference on International Telecommunications (WCIT) in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, from 3-14 December 2012. This landmark conference will review the current International Telecommunications Regulations (ITRs), which serve as the binding global treaty designed to facilitate international interconnection and interoperability of information and communication services, as well as ensuring their efficiency and widespread public usefulness and availability. (www.itu.int/en/wcit-12/) 
4 to 5 December: International Congress on Social Diversity

The event will be held at the School of Economics and Business Sciences of the University of Santiago de Compostela, Spain and include disability as a key theme. (www.icsd2012.com/en/index.html)
2013
17 January: 14th Annual Roundtable on Accessible Transport in the Developing World
Sponsored by AEI and ICAT (The International Centre for Accessible Transportation in Montreal), the Roundtable will be held at the headquarters of the American Public Transportation Association (APTA) in Washington, DC. The theme will be "Strategies for starting up and scaling up paratransit services for mobility-impaired persons in developing regions". (www.globalride-sf.org) 
2 to 3 July: Include 2013: Global Challenges and Local Solutions in Inclusive Design

The event is organised by the Helen Hamlyn Centre for Design, Hong Kong Design Centre and the School of Design at the Hong Kong Polytechnic University. (www.hhc.rca.ac.uk/4989/all/1/include-2013.aspx)
23 September 2013: High-level meeting on disability and development
(See item above).  

16 to 18 October: 2nd International Conference of the WFD
The 2nd Conference of the World Federation of the Deaf (WFD) will be held in Sydney, Australia under the theme: “Equality for Deaf People”. (www.wfdsydney2013.com)   
OTHER NEWS

(DISCLAIMER: The information below is provided by civil society organizations and others for informational purposes only. This does not constitute endorsement of, or an approval by, the United Nations of any of the products, services, or opinions of the organization or individual. The United Nations bears no responsibility for the accuracy, legality or content of their statements and opinions.)

IDDC and IDA post-MDG position paper and listserv
The International Disability and Development Consortium (IDDC) and the International Disability Alliance (IDA) have recently created a discussion listserv and drafted a position paper on the post-MDG framework. In the position paper entitled “Make the post-MDG framework inclusive of persons with disabilities”, IDDC and IDA include a number of recommendations to be taken into account in order to create a more equitable and inclusive post-MDG agenda. (http://www.internationaldisabilityalliance.org/en/article/ida-and-iddc-post-mdg-position-paper-and-listserv) 
Changing the world through ICT partnerships 

The 22nd RI World Congress, held in Incheon, South Korea from 29 October to 2 November, is an international conference organized by RI (Rehabilitation International) every four years for the social inclusion and implementation of rights for persons with disabilities. The Congress worked to provide a forum for the exchange of experience and information on research and practice regarding various disability issues on international and regional levels. It included over 2,000 persons with disabilities, researchers, service providers, government agencies from over 100 countries. The theme of the 22nd World Congress was "Changing the world through ICT partnerships". (www.riincheon2012.org) 
WCAG 2.0 approved as ISO/IEC 40500:2012 International Standard

W3C and JTC1, a joint technical committee of ISO and IEC, announced formal approval of the Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2.0 as an ISO/IEC International Standard, ISO/IEC 40500:2012. This important accessibility standard, which is already widely deployed internationally, can now benefit from additional formal recognition from ISO/IEC national bodies which is expected to increase internationally harmonized uptake of WCAG 2.0 by Governments, business, and the broader Web community. (www.w3.org/2012/07/wcag2pas-pr.html) 

Accessible South African currency notes

The South African Reserve Bank has issued new currency notes with state-of-the-art security features and enhancements for the visually impaired. National organizations of persons with disabilities were consulted in creating the new Mandela Series bank notes to ensure that the notes were made to be accessible to visually impaired users. The Bank also conducted training for visually impaired persons in the use of the new notes, as well as education and public awareness campaigns prior to the launch of the new currency notes.  (http://banknotes.resbank.co.za/)  
European corporate awards for inclusive workplace policies

Disability Matters will conduct a Corporate Awards Banquet and Conference in Europe for companies that are leading the way in terms of supporting persons with disabilities or their employees who have a child or other dependents with a disability. The conference features experts from corporations, academia, Government and the national non-profit sector who share best practices relative to internally supporting and externally marketing to this large segment of the population. 2013 Europe – Disability Matters will be held from 12 to 13 June 2013 in Paris, France. (www.consultspringboard.com/2011/about-disability-matters-europe/. 
Workshop for visually impaired students of Delhi 

A group of Delhi University's visually-impaired students participated in a workshop meant to draw out "the images in their minds." The "Blind with Camera” workshop was organized by Infinite Ability (a disability group at University College of Medical Sciences) and the Beyond Sight Foundation. The training served to provide an opportunity for visually-impaired students to acquire skills to photograph. The students were asked to follow sounds, locate subjects through touch and hold a camera steady and straight. Those born blind follow sound and touch, the late-blind (those who lose vision later) use touch and sound, and that's supplemented by the memory of sighted life, and those with low-vision have "residual sight". (theenablist.blogspot.in/2012/10/they-capture-world-in-their-minds-eye.html)
Transforming Urban Mobility in Mexico

The study “Transforming Urban Mobility In Mexico: Towards Accessible Cities Less Reliant on Cars" Institute for Transportation and Development Policy" was conducted by the Institute for Transportation and Development Policy México with support from the British Embassy in Mexico and the UK Prosperity Fund. It hopes to promote the development of sustainable cities and thereby increase quality of life for its inhabitants. (www.mexico.itdp.org/wp-content/uploads/Transforming-Urban-Mobility-in-Mexico.pdf )   
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