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STATUS OF THE CONVENTION (CRPD)

114 ratifications of the Convention

153 signatories to the Convention

Optional Protocol to the Convention:

65 ratifications of the Optional Protocol

90 signatories to the Optional Protocol

Greece ratified the Convention on 31 May 2012

Estonia ratified the Convention and its Optional Protocol on 30 May 2012 

FIFTH SESSION OF THE CONFERENCE OF STATES PARTIES

The fifth session of the Conference of States Parties to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities will be held from 12 to 14 September 2012 at UN Headquarters. This year’s Conference will focus on women with disabilities, children with disabilities and technology and accessibility. The advance-unedited version of the provisional agenda is posted on the Enable website. Also available on the website is information on civil society participation, accreditation, registration and side-events. Prior to the convening of the Conference, a Civil Society CRPD Forum will be organized on 11 September by the International Disability Alliance (IDA) with the support of DESA. The Forum will provide an opportunity for NGOs, DPOs (organizations of persons with disabilities) and others, to coordinate their involvement in the Conference of States Parties and in the preparatory process for the High-level meeting of the General Assembly on disability and development to be held on 23 September 2013. UNICEF will host a Global Partnership Forum on Children with Disabilities in the afternoon of 14 September. Plans are also underway for the Global Partnership for Disability and Development (GPDD) to convene a Development Partners Forum in conjunction with the Conference. More information: http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?navid=46&pid=1595.  
HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE UN SYSTEM

Realizing universal human rights for Indigenous persons with disabilities 

In conjunction with the 11th session of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues held at UN Headquarters from 7 to 18 May, an interactive panel discussion was held on 11 May on the theme “Indigenous Persons with Disabilities: Overcoming Challenges to Achieving Rights and Inclusion in Development”. Panelists included Olga Montufar (Nahuatl, Mexico), Kamala Sen Chakma (Chakma, CHT, Bangladesh) and Ipul Powaseu (Papua New Guinea), who explored the complexities of an intersectional identity, as well as approaches to advancing the rights and inclusion in all aspects of development of indigenous persons with disabilities, particularly those in the Global South. This side event was organized by the Disability Rights Fund in collaboration with DESA, and sponsored by the Government of Australia. More information: http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=1598.
International Day of Persons with Disabilities, 3 December 2012

Are you preparing for 3 December 2012? The International Day of Persons with Disabilities commemorated each year on 3 December, provides an opportunity to raise awareness about disability issues and address the exclusion of persons with disabilities in society and development. The theme of this year's commemoration is: "Removing barriers to create an inclusive and accessible society for all". Barriers can take a variety of forms, including those relating to the physical environment or to information and communications technology (ICT), or those resulting from legislation or policy, or from societal attitudes or discrimination. Based on this theme, sub-themes can be selected to cover aspects, such as: removing barriers to education, employment, transportation, travel and tourism or sports. Choose a sub-theme, so as to address a specific issue of exclusion and accessibility in your community. More information: http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=1597. 
Informal Network on Disabilities established in New York

The first meeting of the Informal Network on Disabilities took place in New York at the Permanent Mission of New Zealand on 3 May. The meeting was organized by the Permanent Missions of New Zealand and Mexico, and included delegates from Member States, as well as invited representatives of UN offices and civil society organizations. The meeting discussed the inclusion of disability in the Quadrennial Comprehensive Policy Review (QCPR) of UN operational activities for development and the Rio+20 outcome document. The meeting also discussed the inclusion of disability at the session of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues and the forthcoming high-level meeting on disability in 2013. A briefing was provided to the Network on the ongoing efforts of the Inter-Departmental Task Force on Disability (IDTFA) working to develop a UN Secretariat-wide policy for accessibility to enable the full and effective participation of persons with disabilities in all aspects of the work of the United Nations.
Promoting disability-inclusive development for a sustainable future at “Rio+20”
Organized to mark the 20th anniversary of the 1992 United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED), in Rio de Janeiro, and the 10th anniversary of the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) in Johannesburg, the “Rio+20” Conference, officially known as the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development, (http://www.uncsd2012.org), will seek to secure renewed political commitment for sustainable development, assess progress to-date and identify the remaining gaps in the implementation of the outcomes of the major summits on sustainable development, as well as address new and emerging issues. In conjunction with the Rio+20 Conference, a Parallel Forum will be organized by the Rio+20 National Organizing Committee, the Latin American Network of Non-Governmental Organizations of Persons with Disabilities and their Families (RIADIS), the São Paulo State Secretariat for the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and DESA. The Forum will provide an opportunity to discuss the inclusion of disability in national, regional and global strategies on sustainable and equitable development to further mainstream disability in society and development. DESA has prepared an information note that provides options for the inclusion of disability in the Outcome Document of Rio+20: http://www.un.org/disabilities/documents/information_brief_rio+20.doc. Also, read the Disability and sustainable development policy brief prepared by IDDC-the International Disability and Development Consortium: http://www.iddcconsortium.net/joomla/images/IDDCdocuments/2012_iddc_sustainable_policy_brief_rio.pdf.

New Asian and Pacific Decade of Persons with Disabilities (2013 to 2022)
The 68th session of the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), comprised of Member States of the Asia-Pacific region, adopted a resolution on 23 May 2012 to proclaim a new Asian and Pacific Decade of Persons with Disabilities for the period 2013 to 2022. The resolution, which was sponsored by the Government of the Republic of Korea and co-sponsored by the Governments of Australia, Bangladesh, China, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, Mongolia, Solomon Islands, and Thailand, was unanimously adopted by the Commission. The Decade will be launched on 2 November 2012. More information: http://www.unescapsdd.org/disability/meeting-document/resolution-asian-and-pacific-decade-persons-disabilities-2013-2022.

ESCAP/LCD – Call for Action on Disability and Inclusive Development

The outcome document of the "Disability-Inclusive MDGs and Aid Effectiveness" Conference entitled the “Bangkok Statement on Disability-Inclusive MDGs and Aid Effectiveness” calls on Governments to consult with people with disabilities to develop new and inclusive frameworks for the post-2015 development agenda. The Conference held from 14 to 16 March 2012 in Bangkok and was organized by the UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) and Leonard Cheshire Disability (LCD). More information: http://www.lcint.org/?lid=6146.
UNIC Moscow - Meeting of the Group of Friends of the Disability Convention

The United Nations Information Center (UNIC) in Moscow held a working session on the rights of persons with disabilities on 24 May. The meeting of the "Group of Friends of the Disability Convention" brought together representatives of Government agencies, United Nations staff and representatives of civil society. Participants agreed that the ratification of the CRPD was not “the end of the road” but rather, the start of a process in which the country would review and harmonize its legislation and policies to ensure compliance with the Convention. The Group discussed outcomes of two significant international events, which were recently held in Moscow, namely: the Fourth Conference on an Inclusive Society “Equal Rights – Equal Opportunities” and the second exhibition: “Integration. Life. Society”.  The meeting concluded with recommendations for joint actions to further policies and practices that would facilitate social inclusion and the advancement of persons with disabilities; in particular, participants agreed on steps to raise awareness of the Second Russian Congress for Persons with Disabilities, which will be held in the city of Ekaterinburg, from 23-26 September 2012.

UNAIDS: AIDS 2012
The International AIDS Conference 2012 will take place in Washington D.C. from 21-27 July. The theme of the conference is: “Turning the tide together”. The Conference will include a disability village centre and several workshops, satellite events and poster presentations discussing the intersection of HIV and disability. UNAIDS will conduct or participate in a number of HIV/disability-related events and presentations related to the CRPD, mental health and national AIDS strategic plans, as well as the AIDS Free World Youth Leadership Conference. More information: http://www.aids2012.org/Default.aspx?pageId=305. To participate in the Disability Zone: http://www.heard.org.za/downloads/call-for-participation-disability-andhiv-task-team.pdf. 
Disability session at 2012 WSIS Forum

The Commonwealth Telecommunications Organisation and the UNESCO Chair in ICT4D at Royal Holloway, University of London led a session on “Disability Agendas in ICT Policies and Strategies: from Rhetoric to Reality” with the support of many other key organizations at the 2012 WSIS Forum. Participants discussed barriers in implementing accessibility/disability agendas and explored solutions to help ensure that disability issues are treated more comprehensively in ICT policies. Strategies included:  building awareness, mainstreaming accessibility, incentives, regulation and enforcement, education, a quality label to create a minimum standard, capacity development and the involvement of all stakeholders. Session partners included ITU, G3ICT, the University of Michigan, OCAD University, the Daisy Consortium, and the Global Public Inclusive Infrastructure Initiative. More information: http://unwin.files.wordpress.com/2012/05/wsis-disability-session.pdf, http://g3ict.org/events/schedule/event_overview/p/eventId_288/id_670 and http://g3ict.org/resource_center/newsletter/news/p/newsletterId_/id_362. 

WHO Improving human rights in mental health institutions

In all regions of the world, persons with mental disabilities experience a wide range of human rights violations, stigma and discrimination. Care available from mental health facilities is often of poor quality, and frequently hinders recovery. Training available to staff of such facilities tends to be minimal and outdated, and the level of knowledge and understanding about the human rights of persons with mental disabilities is very poor. It is common for people to be locked away in small, prison-like cells with no human contact, or to be chained to their beds, unable to move. Inhuman and degrading treatment practices are common, and people in facilities are often stripped of their dignity and treated with contempt. The World Health Organization (WHO) has prepared the QualityRights tool kit to assess and improve quality and human rights in mental health and social care facilities. The tool kit, to be launched in New York on 28 June 2012, was prepared with input from international experts, including people with mental and psychosocial disabilities, and is based on the CRPD. Its aim is to give countries information on quality and human rights standards in facilities that must be respected, protected and fulfilled. More information: http://www.who.int/mental_health/policy/quality_rights/en/index.html. 

WHO Training course in human rights for mental health practitioners

International Diploma in Mental Health Law and Human Rights is currently accepting applications for 2012 - 2013. The Diploma, now in its fifth year, is a collaboration between WHO and the ILS Law College in Pune, India.  The course builds the capacity of students to advocate for human rights and to influence national legislative and policy and service reform in line with the CRPD and other key international human rights standards. It is a one year Diploma and includes two residential sessions and distance learning. Students to date have comprised health and mental health professionals, lawyers, mental health service users and survivors, government officials, social workers, human rights defenders and families and carers. The course is taught by a faculty of renowned international experts in the area. More information: www.mentalhealthlaw.in. 
UPCOMING EVENTS IN 2012

(We welcome information from the general public on key international disability events for possible inclusion in the list below.)

20-22 June: Rio+20 Conference

(See Rio+20 item, above)
11 to 13 June: Universal Design Conference 2012  

Universal design in public spaces is the main focus of the Conference to be held in Oslo, Norway. The Conference will cover issues related to universal design in planning, legislation, education, buildings, outdoor areas, information and communications technologies (ICT) and public transport. More information: http://www.ud2012.no.   

22 to 27 July: XIX International AIDS Conference 

(See item “UNAIDS – AIDS 2012, above)
15 to 17 August: 11th World Down Syndrome Congress

The 11th World Down Syndrome Congress will be held in Cape Town, South Africa. The Congress, held for the first time in Africa, will provide participants an opportunity to network and exchange information on the latest developments, research and tools to improve the well-being and lives of persons with Down syndrome. More information: http://www.wdsc2012.org.za. 
29 August - 9 September: London 2012 - Paralympic Games

The Paralympic Games will be held in London from 29 August to 9 September 2012. The Games are organized by the International Paralympic Committee (IPC), the global governing body of the Paralympic Movement that works to enable Paralympic athletes to achieve sporting excellence to inspire the world. More information: http://www.london2012.com/paralympics/sports/index.html.
10-12 September: 5th International Urban Design Conference

Melbourne, Victoria: http://urbandesignaustralia.com.au.
12 to 14 September: 5th Conference of States Parties to the CRPD

(See item above)
17 to 21 September: TRANSED 2012

The 13th International Conference on Mobility and Transport for Elderly and Disabled Persons (TRANSED 2012) will be held in New Delhi, India. More information: http://www.transed2012.in.  

17 to 28 September: 8th session of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

(Details forthcoming)
25 to 28 October: Inclusion International Global Inclusion Conference 

At this Conference, to be held in Washington, DC, participants will discuss the implications of Article 19 of the CRPD: Living independently and being included in the community. Inclusion International’s two-year Campaign to promote Article19 will culminate at the Conference with the launch of a global report. More information: http://ww.thearc.org and http://www.inclusion-international.org. 
29 October to 2 November: Rehabilitation International World Congress

The Rehabilitation International (RI) World Congress, held every four years, seeks to provide a forum for the exchange of experience and information on research and practice regarding various disability issues on international and regional levels to promote the implementation of the CRPD. More information at http://www.riincheon2012.org/
8 to 18 November: WBU/ICEVI General Assemblies

World Blind Union (WBU) and International Council for Education of People with Visual Impairment (ICEVI) will convene joint General Assemblies and associated events in Bangkok, Thailand. Events include: African Union of the Blind General Assembly, WBU Diversity Forum, WBU General Assembly, ICEVI General Assembly and events, and joint programme days between WBU and ICEVI. More information: http://www.wbu-icevi2012.org.   

26 to 28 November: 1st CBR World Congress
The first Community Based Rehabilitation (CBR) Congress entitled: “CBR: The Key to Realising CRPD” will be held in Agra, India. More information: www.cbrglobal.org or http://www.apcdfoundation.org/ecafe/en/node/12322. 
4 to 5 December: International Congress on Social Diversity

The event will be held at the School of Economics and Business Sciences of the University of Santiago de Compostela, Spain and include disability as a key theme. More information:  http://icsd2012.com/en/index.html. 
UPCOMING EVENTS IN 2013

23 September 2013: High-level meeting on disability and development
The UN General Assembly adopted resolution 66/124 of 27 February 2012, deciding to convene a one-day high-level meeting of the General Assembly on disability at the level of Heads of State and Government on 23 September 2013, the Monday before the start of the General Debate of the sixty-eighth session of the General Assembly. More information: http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=1590.  

16 to 18 October: 2nd International Conference of the WFD
The 2nd Conference of the World Federation of the Deaf (WD) will be held in Sydney, Australia under the theme: “Equality for Deaf People”. More information: http://www.wfdsydney2013.com.   
OTHER NEWS

(DISCLAIMER: The information below is provided by civil society organizations and others for informational purposes only. This does not constitute endorsement of, or an approval by, the United Nations of any of the products, services, or opinions of the organization or individual. The United Nations bears no responsibility for the accuracy, legality or content of their statements and opinions.)

New online resource kit to achieve disability-inclusive MDGs and beyond

CBM launches a new online resource kit to understand and advocate for the importance of disability-inclusive MDGs both now, and during national and regional consultations leading up to 2015.  What are the MDGs? Why are they important? What will happen globally to address poverty and development after 2015? How do we make sure people with disabilities are included? Find your answers in CBM's new online resource kit - essential reading, tools, case studies, weblinks and how to get involved now. More information: http://www.cbm.org/mdg-resource-kit.

Show Me Inclusion Creative Competition

This initiative from End Exclusion gives young people the opportunity to get creative about the inclusion of persons with disabilities. Submissions requested, can be video or audio files, drawings, sketches, etc. that will be reviewed by an international jury composed of experts from film, sport, politics and the disability movement. They will select the best “Show me Inclusion” idea of all, which will be made public on World Day for the Eradication of Poverty, 17 October 2012. The winning entry will be professionally produced and used worldwide as an awareness raising tool. Deadline for submission of contributions:16 September 2012. More information: http://bit.ly/SMIcontest; YouTube Video : http://bit.ly/SMIteaser1
Carrying the torch for Down Syndrome in the London Olympics

Penny Green of Down’s Heart Group in the UK will have the honour of carrying the Olympic Torch on a part of its journey around the UK prior to the 2012 London Olympics. On 9 July, Penny will take the opportunity to honour people with Down syndrome around the world. More information: https://www.facebook.com/events/290435031003054/ .

Fund of £1 million for innovative solutions to development problems

Sightsavers launched an Innovation Fund with £1 million offered for innovative solutions to development problems. The fund calls for innovative approaches, which illustrate a way to overcome barriers in the promotion of eye health, inclusive education and social inclusion. Winning initiatives will receive up to £75,000 each to implement the suggested proposal over 18 months. Deadline for applications: 30 June 2012. More information; http://www.iddcconsortium.net/joomla/index.php/home/38-news-and-events/884-fund-of-pounds1-million-for-innovative-solutions-to-development-problems

Promoting the integration of persons with disabilities in society

The 12th Gulf Disability Society (GDS) Forum on “Full Social Interaction in Light of International Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities,” was held in Muscat, Oman, last month. The forum was organized by the Ministry of Social Development in co-operation with GDS and other disabilities-related civil societies. Participants in the forum made recommendations that highlight the importance of implementing comprehensive social integration policies, among which was greater flexibility in general education to ensure comprehensive integration of students with disabilities. More information: http://main.omanobserver.om/node/94337.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Secretariat for the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

Division for Social Policy and Development

United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA)

2 UN Plaza, DC2-1306, New York, NY 10017, USA.

Website: http://www.un.org/disabilities 

Email: enable@un.org 

Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/pages/United-Nations-Enable/196545623691523  

Twitter: http://twitter.com/UN_Enable  

If you do not wish to receive future messages from us, please click on this link to remove your name from our list: http://esamail.un.org/u?id=%%memberidchar%%&o=%%outmail.messageid%%&n=T&e=%%emailaddr%%&l=enable_news.
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