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STATUS OF THE CRPD

157 ratifications/accessions and 159 signatories to the CRPD
87 ratifications/accessions and 92 signatories to its Optional Protocol (OP)
Gambia ratified the CRPD and OP on 7 July 2015 

Trinidad and Tobago ratified the Convention on 25 June 2015 

Madagascar ratified the Convention on 12 June 2015
8th session of the Conference of States Parties to the CRPD

The 8th session of the Conference of States Parties to the CRPD (COSP8) took place at UN Headquarters from 9 to 11 June 2015.  Over 1000 participants attended this year's session, including delegates representing 154 States Parties and other Observer States, UN entities, national human rights institutions, academic institutions and NGOs. In conjunction with the session, over 52 side-events were held by Governments, United Nations agencies and civil society organizations. During the general debate part of the session, 97 statements were made by 83 States parties, 3 signatories and 11 observers, including representatives of national human rights institutions, United Nations entities and NGOs. By decision of the Conference, the 9th session will be held at UN Headquarters from 14 to 16 June 2016. The advance unedited text of the report of the Conference is available on the UN Enable website, along with webcast archives and CART transcripts of official meetings. (http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=1625)
Collaborative event marks Trinidad and Tobago ratification
At the commemoration of the ratification of the CRPD by the Government of Trinidad and Tobago, a high-level official programme was held in Port of Spain on Tuesday 21 July 2015 in partnership with the UN Country Team and DESA. The Prime Minister led the event, which included the opening of the Enrichment Centre for disability-related activities, dialogues with NGOs and the Ministry of People and Social Development, as well as a keynote address by the Prime Minister. The Chief of the Secretariat for the CRPD worked closely with the UN Regional Commission and the UN Country Team to organize a number of briefings on disability-inclusive development and multi-stakeholder partnerships for development. The symposium concluded with the appointment to members of the Inter-Ministerial Committee on the CRPD. The adoption of the CRPD is an important step forward in recognizing the equal rights of persons with disabilities at a local level and for incorporating the tenets of the CRPD into national law and development strategies for an inclusive society for all.
14th session of Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 

The 14th session of the CRPD Committee will be held from 17 August to 4 September 2015 in Geneva, Switzerland. The Committee will hold dialogues with delegations from:  Brazil, Gabon, Kenya, Mauritius, Qatar, Ukraine, and the European Union. Organisations of persons with disabilities and civil society organisations are encouraged to submit written information in relation to these countries before 31 July 2015, and observe the dialogues. The Committee is also preparing a General Comment on Women with

Disabilities (art. 6 of the Convention), and calls for submissions before 24 July 2015. The session will also include a meeting of the Bureau of the COSP and the Committee. (http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRPD/Pages/CRPDIndex.aspx)

Update of UN Enable Map of CRPD ratifications and signatures 

The new update of the Enable map as of 1 July is now available on the UN Enable website at: http://www.un.org/disabilities/documents/maps/enablemap.jpg.
NEWS FROM UN HEADQUARTERS
Toward a disability-inclusive post-2015 development framework
The final draft of the outcome document for the UN Summit to adopt the Post-2015 Development Agenda is now available entitled: “Transforming our world: The 2030 Agenda for Global Action”. The Agenda is a plan of action that also seeks to strengthen universal peace in larger freedom. Countries will act in collaborative partnership to implement the plan so that no one will be left behind. The 17 Sustainable Development Goals and 169 targets that include disability and persons with disabilities, demonstrate the scale and ambition of the new Agenda that are expected to stimulate disability-inclusive development action over the next fifteen years. (http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=1618) 
Secretary-General’s 2015 report on the MDGs now available
The new report of the Secretary-General on the MDGs was released on 6 July and includes important messages on the world’s over one billion of persons living with disabilities. The Secretary-General in his foreword underscored the need to finish the incomplete work of the MDGs to reach those at the bottom of the economic and social ladder, including persons with disabilities. As Member States are expected to define the next set of development goals – the SDGs – these messages contribute to highlight the gaps that must be addressed in the ongoing global endeavour to advance an inclusive, equitable and sustainable development, leaving no one behind, during the next 15 years.  The 2015 MDG Report highlights how high-quality data disaggregated by disability are key to making decisions and monitoring progress for all, including persons with disabilities. (http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?navid=15&pid=1633)
Disability and financing for development

The 3rd International Conference on Financing for Development (FfD) took place in Addis Ababa from 13 to 16 July 2015. Participants in the Conference included high-level political representatives, including Heads of State and Government, and Ministers of Finance, Foreign Affairs and Development Cooperation, as well as all relevant institutional stakeholders, NGOs and business sector entities. The Conference resulted in an intergovernmentally negotiated and agreed outcome document that constitutes an important contribution to and support for the implementation of the post-2015 development agenda. The outcome document contains six specific references to disability and persons with disabilities. (http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?navid=15&pid=1635, http://www.un.org/esa/ffd/ffd3/)
Disability and the Open-ended Working Group on Ageing

The Open-Ended Working Group on Ageing was established by the General Assembly by resolution 65/182 on 21 December 2010. The working group met from 14 to 16 July to consider the existing international framework on the human rights of older persons. Presentations also included disability-related ageing issues and worked to identify possible gaps and ways to best address them, including the feasibility of further instruments and measures. (http://social.un.org/ageing-working-group/sixthsession.shtml) 
Special Rapporteur on the rights of persons with disabilities of the HRC
Discussions on disability-inclusive indicators in the post-2015 agenda accelerated during COSP8, including at a side-event on the topic organized by the Special Rapporteur on the rights of persons with disabilities of the Human Rights Council (HRC) along with OHCHR and ADD International, with the support of the Permanent Missions of Brazil, Chile and Finland. The event advanced discussion among States, experts on statistics working with the UN agencies, DPOs and broader civil society to impact of the SDGs for persons with disabilities and tailor policies and programmes in a way that does not leave them behind. For more information on the event and next steps, please contact sr.disability@ohchr.org or visit http://bit.ly/1ykZ4YW. 
Disability inclusion at High-Level Segment of the Economic and Social Council

The High-Level Segment (HLS) of the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) was held from 6 to 10 July 2015. The theme for the session was “Managing the transition from the Millennium Development Goals to the Sustainable Development Goals: What it will take”. The HLS included the three-day ministerial meeting of the High-Level Political Forum on sustainable development (HLPF), convened under the auspices of the Council, and the annual ministerial review. The theme of the 2015 HLPF “Strengthening integration, implementation and review - the HLPF after 2015” provided an opportunity to advance the reflection on the elaboration of the overall framework to review and monitor progress on the post-2015 development agenda. For the first time ever, disability issues were prominently featured at the opening session by Ambassador Oh Joon of the Republic of Korea, Vice-President of the ECOSOC, as well as the President of the Conference of States Parties to the CRPD and by Vladimir Cuk, Executive Director of the International Disability Alliance, who represented major groups and other stakeholders. (http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/about/substantive.shtml. Live webcast: http://bit.ly/1RRlv3w) 
DESA – SCRPD and UN Statistical Division: Global movement toward disability-inclusive data and statistics
The need for accurate disability-disaggregated data has resulted in a growing call for the collection, analysis and use of data on disability to inform all development efforts, as data on persons with disabilities is not consistently collected or reported. To see the linkages between disability and development, particularly in developing countries, where data are scarce, there is a need to improve the statistical capacity and infrastructure. The effects of disability on poverty and vice versa reflect both the dearth of adequate quantitative information and the difficulties encountered in collecting accurate data on disability. The updated UN Enable webpage on Data and Statistics for Inclusive Development provides information on the latest resolutions of the General Assembly and UN Statistical Commission that stress the importance of improving disability data and statistics. These resolutions make clear that data should be collected in line with international standards, in order to advance development for persons with disabilities. (http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?navid=13&pid=1515)
DESA, ECA - Workshop on capacity-building in implementing the CRPD in Africa

From 22 to 26 June, staff from the Technical Cooperation Unit and the Secretariat of the CRPD at DSPD/DESA conducted a pilot training workshop for Government officials and representatives of key organizations of persons with disabilities from six East African countries - Burundi, Kenya, Malawi, Rwanda, Tanzania, Uganda - as well as representatives from the East African Community. The trainers also met with staff from the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) and the UN Country Team in Ethiopia to discuss possible areas for collaboration to develop and implement better policies to advance the situation of persons with disabilities in the region. Participants also discussed national planning, accessibility, employment and awareness-raising, as well as shared best practices and lessons learned from their national experience.
DESA/DSPD Forum on Disability and Development  

Launched two years ago by the Secretariat for the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, DSPD/DESA, the Forum on Disability and Development aims to facilitate policy dialogues, exchange of expertise, good practices and solutions, innovative ideas on inclusive development, and promote international cooperation and partnerships. The newly updated web page of the Forum features previous forums on topics such as accessible and inclusive urban development, disability-inclusive disaster risk reduction, financial inclusion, accessible tourism, and the post-2015 development framework and disability. (http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?navid=15&pid=1616)
Team UN participates in first-ever Disability Pride Parade in New York City

On Sunday 12 July 2015, New York City celebrated its first-ever Disability Pride Parade to recognize the 25th anniversary of the Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA) that was created to guarantee equal opportunities and rights for people with disabilities. Team United Nations joined the thousands of people who came out in support of persons with disabilities and their abilities, as well as to help raise awareness about the struggles they continue to face in their societies. Members of the multi-stakeholder Team United Nations, made up of representatives of UN Member States, UN agencies and civil society organizations, who were visible in and around the Parade wearing blue UN T-shirts and carrying a large banner that read “Equality - Inclusion – Empowerment: UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities”. Organizers of this milestone parade hope that the parade will be a template used around the world to raise awareness about disability issues and promote a better understanding about the issues of concern to persons with disabilities in their communities. (http://disabilitypridenyc.com)
A new symbol of accessibility at the United Nations
The new symbol of accessibility, designed by the Graphic Design Unit of the UN Department of Public Information in New York, is being used at the first-ever Accessibility Centres at UN Headquarters in New York and at the United Nations Conference Centre in Bangkok. The global reach of this logo is conveyed by a circle, with the symmetrical figure connected to represent a harmony between humans in society. This universal human figure with open arms symbolizes inclusion for people of all abilities, everywhere. See it in use along with the Accessibility Guidelines for United Nations Websites at: http://www.un.org/webaccessibility/logo.shtml. 
NEWS FROM OTHER UN ENTITIES
ESCAP achieves a CRPD-related target of the Incheon Strategy
When Kazakhstan had ratified the CRPD on 21 April 2015, a target in the Incheon Strategy to “Make the Right Real” for Persons with Disabilities in Asia and the Pacific was achieved. The Incheon Strategy – a landmark agreement of Governments in the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) to implement the CRPD in the most populous region in the world– calls for acceleration of the CRPD ratifications in its target 9(a) to achieve ten more ratifications between 2013 and 2017, and another ten between 2018 and 2022. Since the adoption of the Strategy in 2012, ratification has steadily increased in the region – five in 2013, two in 2014, and three in 2015 so far – to meet the target two years ahead of the 2017 deadline. (http://www.maketherightreal.net/how-many-countries-have-ratified-crpd-asia-and-pacific)

ESCAP - Opening Ceremony of the “Art for All ASEAN” Camp
At ESCAP, the Social Development Division is organizing the Opening Ceremony of the “Art for All ASEAN” camp on Wednesday, 29 July 2015, in collaboration with the Art for All Foundation and the Ministry of Culture of the Government of Thailand. The camp aims at empowering young students with various disabilities through engaging them in various artistic activities such as painting, dancing and creating art objects. The Ceremony will be presided over by Professor Kasem Watttanachai, member of the Privy Council, Thailand. (http://www.unescap.org/our-work/social-development/disability) 
ESCAP opens new Accessibility Centre at UN complex in Bangkok 

A state-of-the-art Accessibility Centre was opened on 28 May 2015 during the 71st Session of the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP). The Centre will promote the inclusion of persons with disabilities at UN meetings and activities. In line with the Incheon Strategy to "Make the Right Real" for Persons with Disabilities in Asia and the Pacific, the first set of regionally agreed disability-inclusive development goals, the ESCAP Accessibility Centre enables greater participation of persons with hearing, visual and mobility impairments in various intergovernmental processes. The Centre, as well as the Accessibility Centre at UN Headquarters in New York that opened in December 2013, was made possible by the generous contribution of the Republic of Korea.
UNICEF acts to ensure supplies for children with disabilities

In a unified push to make assistive products for children with disabilities more available, affordable and appropriate, UNICEF along with Governments, partners, leading disability advocates and NGOs met at the first-ever forum in Copenhagen from 6 to 7 July to examine the global supply gap and identify ways to reverse longstanding deficiencies. Assistive products are a critical component in bridging inclusiveness. With the aim of transforming the commitment to every child’s right to health, learning and dignity into action, UNICEF and WHO also launched a joint discussion paper, “Assistive Technology for Children with Disabilities”. (http://www.unicef.org/supply/index_82298.html) 

UNDP Radio programme to help people with disabilities in Cambodia

There are around 700,000 people with disabilities in Cambodia who face obstacles on daily basis that prevent them from fully enjoying their basic human rights on an equal basis with others. The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) is now working to improve their living conditions through a joint disability programme entitled: "Disability Rights Initiative Cambodia" (DRIC). (http://bit.ly/1OmEEnH) 
WIPO – Inter-regional meeting on the implementation of the Marrakesh Treaty 

In the continuous effort to accelerate ratifications of the Marrakesh Treaty to Facilitate Access to Published Works for Persons Who Are Blind, Visually Impaired, or Otherwise Print Disabled and to bring about its swift entry into force, the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), working with Brazil and the World Blind Union, organized an inter-regional meeting for Portuguese-speaking countries from 15 to 19 June in Praia, Cape Verde. Representatives from eight countries (Angola, Brazil, Cape Verde, Equatorial Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Mozambique, Portugal and Sao Tome and Principe) and other participants discussed key issues related to the implementation of the treaty. (http://www.wipo.int/meetings/en/details.jsp?meeting_id=37205)
WIPO – Patent Landscape Report on assistive devices and technologies issued
In June 2015, WIPO published a Patent Landscape Report (PLR) on Assistive Devices and Technologies for Visually and Hearing Impaired Persons. Also included on the report’s web page is an infographic summarizing the key findings of the report, with a section on technologies that facilitate print disabled persons access to published works. The report identifies and groups assistive technologies, as well as describes innovation trends and geographical distribution of patent protection of these technologies. It also includes information on key players in innovation in this area along with business data on major intellectual property portfolios. (http://www.wipo.int/patentscope/en/programs/patent_landscapes/reports/assistive_devices.html)
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Please send information on major international disability events, for possible inclusion in the list below, to enable@un.org. Now also available on the UN Enable website:
http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=1627
28 July to 2 August: XVII World Congress of the World Federation of the Deaf

(http://www.wfdcongress2015.org) 
17 August to 4 September: 14th session of the CRPD Committee

(http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRPD/Pages/CRPDIndex.aspx) 
9 to 11 September: Asia Pacific Autism Conference, Brisbane, Australia
(http://www.apac15.org.au)
8 October: World Sight Day

(http://www.iapb.org/advocacy/world-sight-day) 
10 October: World Mental Health Day

(http://www.who.int/mental_health/world-mental-health-day/en/) 
10 December: Human Rights Day

(http://www.un.org/en/events/humanrightsday/)     

3 December: International Day of Persons with Disabilities

(http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=111)
23 to 24 May 2016: World Humanitarian Summit, Istanbul, Turkey

(https://www.worldhumanitariansummit.org) 
17 to 20 October 2016: Habitat III, UN Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban Development, Quito, Ecuador
(https://www.habitat3.org) 
OTHER NEWS
(DISCLAIMER: The information below is provided by other stakeholders for informational purposes only. This does not constitute endorsement of, or an approval by, the United Nations of any of the products, services, or opinions of the organization or individual. The United Nations bears no responsibility for the accuracy, legality or content of their statements and opinions.)
DFID - Department of International Development UK Aid Disability Newsletter
June 2015 - Edition 2 (http://bit.ly/1CVtHsK) 
Recent civil society participation in intergovernmental processes 

On 17 June, the IDA-IDDC (International Disability Alliance – International Disability and Development Consortium) joint response to the zero draft of the post-2015 development agenda was presented at a side-event hosted by the Bahá’í International Community that was organized collaboratively by Beyond2015 Campaign and World Vision. Presenters welcomed the zero draft and emphasized that the inclusion and recognition of the rights of persons with disabilities throughout the entire document is ground-breaking. (http://www.iddcconsortium.net/resources-tools/ida-iddc-response-final-draft-outcome-document-un-summit-adopt).  On 26 June, IDA and IDDC in collaboration with Amnesty International, Beyond 2015 Campaign, SOS Children’s Villages and World Vision organized a side-event on the opening day of the High Level Political Forum (HLPF). The event discussed civil society engagement in the sustainable development era and ways to strengthen integration, implementation and review to advance the debate of CSO engagement and participation. Persons with disabilities made an official submission to the HLPF that can be found in six official languages under the heading “Background papers/Special studies, numbered E/HLPF/2015/2 at: https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/hlpf/2015.  The Addis Ababa Action Agenda, the outcome document of the Third International Conference on Financing for Development, contains several explicit references to "persons with disabilities" and "disability". IDA-IDDC published a press release on the Addis Ababa Action Agenda, which is available at: http://www.iddcconsortium.net/news/disability-specific-references-addis-ababa-action-agenda  along with additional information.
Zero Project launches call for nominations on Inclusive education and/or ICTs 
The Zero Project 2016 is focusing on Inclusive education and/or ICTs as education is the fundamental process by which societies transmit their accumulated information and knowledge, in which Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) play an increasingly important role. Nominations are called for innovative practices and policies in inclusive education from any field of education (formal, non-formal and informal) and any level of education (early childhood care and education; primary, secondary and tertiary education; vocational training; adult education and lifelong learning), including those innovations that facilitate the transition from segregation and integration to inclusion. Nominations can also include ICTs, such as: apps, software, websites and the internet in general, computers, telephony, ATMs, maps, television, voting machines, electronic kiosks, public displays, or consumer devices with digital interfaces. Deadline for submission 27 July 2015. (http://zeroproject.org/inclusive-education-icts/?utm_source=&utm_medium=&utm_campaign=)
Handicap International continues its work in Nepal
Handicap International has published a two-month report following the Nepal Earthquake. The report notes how their rehabilitation teams have provided care, distributed crutches, wheelchairs and other mobility aids. The teams have also trained caregivers, supplied psychological first aid, organized group therapy sessions to reduce the stress and anxiety of people with injuries/disabled people and provided social support to ensure injured people. The report further notes that the recovery and rehabilitation work needs to continue to ensure that vulnerable and persons with disabilities are fully supported in these efforts. (http://www.handicap-international.us/nepal_earthquake_the_latest_updates)
Disability Rights Fund releases second 2015 request for Proposals 

The Disability Rights Fund (DRF) announced its second 2015 grants round, “Advancing Rights and Development – Beyond 2015.” Grant-making in this round will be targeted to disabled persons’ organizations (DPOs) in Bangladesh, Pacific Island Countries, Rwanda, and Uganda. The deadline for applications is 20 August 2015. See also Disability Rights Advocacy Fund (DRAF) that supports advocacy for ratification and legislative change in DRF’s target countries. (http://www.disabilityrightsfund.org/grantmaking, info@disabilityrightsfund.org)  

OSF call for project proposals to promote inclusive education

The Open Society Foundations (OSF) is calling for project proposals that promote inclusive education. The projects will be in partnership with Inclusion International and will be small and country-specific with funding of US$20,000. Deadline is 1 August 2015. (http://inclusion-international.org/opportunities-to-make-your-voice-heard/#osf)  
CONTACT INFORMATION

Secretariat for the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

Division for Social Policy and Development (DSPD)
Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA)

S-2906, United Nations Headquarters, New York, NY 10017, USA.
BE INFORMED! GET INVOLVED!

Facebook: www.facebook.com/pages/United-Nations-Enable/196545623691523   

Twitter: http://twitter.com/UN_Enable 
Website: www.un.org/disabilities  

Email: enable@un.org  
Call for volunteers to translate the UN Enable newsletter in other languages
Be informed! Get involved! Volunteer your time to translate the UN Enable newsletter in an official UN language: French, Russian, Arabic and Chinese or your own local language. More information: http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=1626. 
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