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The United Nations Enable Newsletter is prepared by the Secretariat for the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (DSPD/DESA) with input from UN offices, agencies, funds and programmes, as well as from civil society organizations, including organizations of persons with disabilities. It is also available online at: www.un.org/disabilities.
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STATUS OF THE CRPD

147 ratifications and 158 signatories to the CRPD
82 ratifications and 92 signatories to its Optional Protocol (OP)
7TH SESSION OF THE CONFERENCE OF STATES PARTIES TO THE CRPD
The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities was adopted by the General Assembly by its resolution 61/106 of 13 December 2006. It came into force on 3 May 2008 upon the 20th ratification. Article 40 of the Convention stipulates that “The States Parties shall meet regularly in a Conference of States Parties (COSP) in order to consider any matter with regard to the implementation of the present Convention.” Since 2008, six sessions of the Conference of States Parties have been held at United Nations Headquarters, New York.

The 7th session will take place at UN Headquarters from 10 to 12 June 2014. The thematic discussions for this session are: Incorporating the CRPD provisions into the post-2015 development agenda; Youth with disabilities; and National implementation and monitoring. During the session, elections for nine members of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities will be also conducted.

For more information, please visit the COSP7 webpage at:
http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?navid=15&pid=1615 

PROGRAMME
Tuesday, 10 June

10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

· Opening of the Conference of States Parties 
Chaired by the President of the Conference (Kenya)

· Adoption of the agenda

· Organization of work 

· Election of the Members of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 

· Matters related to the implementation of the Convention: (a) general debate

3:00 – 6:00 p.m.


· Election of the Members of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (continued) chaired by Vice President (Israel)

· Matters related to the implementation of the Convention: (a) general debate (continued)

Wednesday, 11 June

10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Matters related to the implementation of the Convention: (b): Round Table 1.  Incorporating the Provisions of CRPD in the post-2015 development agenda chaired by Vice President (Bangladesh)

· Introduction 

· Presentations:

· H.E Mr. Zsolt Hetesy, Permanent Mission of Hungary to the United Nations

· Mr.Nikhil Seth, Division for Sustainable Development of UNDESA 

· Ms. Yetnebersh Nigussie, Ethiopian Center for Disability and Development

· Mr. Latoa Halatau, Pacific Disability Forum

· Interactive discussion  

· Summary of the Chair

3:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Matters related to the implementation of the Convention: (c) Round Table 2.  national implementation and monitoring chaired by Vice President of the Bureau (El Salvador) 

· Introduction 

· Presentations:

· H.E Mwaura Maigua, National Parliament and Albinism Society of Kenya

· Ms. Silvia Quan, Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 

· Ms. Risna Utami, Indonesian National Consortium for Disability Rights

· Ms. Sylvana Lakkis Lebanese Physical Handicapped Union 

· Interactive discussion  

· Summary of the Chair

Thursday, 12 June

10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Matters related to the implementation of the Convention: (d) Informal panel:  Youth with disabilities co-chaired by Vice President (Bulgaria) and Civil Society 

· Introduction 

· Presentations:

· Mr. Alexander Kellman,  National Human Rights Institution 

· Ms. Lucy Meyer, Special Olympics

· Mr. Braam Jordaan, Youth Section of the World Federation of the Deaf 

· Ms. Clare Pelham and Ms. Njekelela A Michael,  Leonard Cheshire Disability International

· Ms. Seinep Dykanbaev, Kyrgyzstan Association of Rights of Children with Special Needs and their Parents

· Interactive discussion  

· Summary of the Chair

3:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.

Implementation of the Convention by the UN System: chaired by the President of the Conference (Kenya)

· UN Inter-agency Support Group 

· Special Rapporteur on Disability of  Commission for Social Development

· Chairperson of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

· UN Secretary-General’s Special Envoy on Disability and Accessibility

· Decisions by the Conference of States Parties

· Closing

DOCUMENTS
All documents including official documents, background papers, statements, etc., including those that are available in languages, available via the CRPD PaperSmart Portal

(https://papersmart.unmeetings.org/en/treaty/crpd/cosp-crpd/7th-session/)

· Provisional agenda (CRPD/CSP/2014/1)

· Election of the members of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities under article 34 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (See online announcement: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRPD/Pages/Elections2014.aspx)

· Background Paper for Roundtable One: Incorporating the provisions of the CRPD in the post-2015 development agenda (CRPD/CSP/2014/2)

· Background Paper for Roundtable Two: National implementation and monitoring (CRPD/CSP/2014/3)

· Background Paper for the Informal panel: Youth with disabilities (CRPD/CSP/2014/4)

DESA FORUM
The DESA Forum on Disability and Development is an initiative of the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA), which is the global focal point on disability within the UN System. In line with the vision of the United Nations to promote inclusive and sustainable development for all, the Forum aims to contribute to the collective endeavour of the international community to advance inclusive development from the disability perspective, especially in the current context of the emerging post-2015 development framework.

More specifically, the DESA Forum aims to: (1) facilitate policy dialogue concerning disability inclusion in development policy and practice; (2) provide space to development actors and partners to exchange knowledge, ideas, expertise and successful solutions; (3) serve as a “market” place to showcase replicable solutions and good practices and form partnership to scale up impact.
11 June: 1.15 to 2.30 p.m., Conf Rm 5, DESA Forum Roundtable Discussion on Disability–Inclusive Disaster Risk Reduction and Resilience
13 June: 10.00 a.m. to 1 p.m., Conf Rm 5, DESA Forum Roundtable Discussion on Financial Inclusion for Inclusive and Sustainable Development: A Disability Perspective. Sponsored by the Mission of the Republic of Korea; Leonard Cheshire Disability; Center for Financial Inclusion at ACCION; Barclays Bank.
SIDE-EVENTS
9 June
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.; 3 to 6 p.m., Conf Rm 4, Civil Society CRPD Forum, International Disability Alliance, Disability Rights Fund, Human Rights Watch, the International Disability and Development Consortium; and Rehabilitation International, Permanent Missions of Albania, Australia, Austria, Bulgaria, Finland, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Israel, Japan, New Zealand, Panama, Poland, Republic of Korea, and DESA

1.15 to 6.00 p.m., Conf Rm 3, Conference Building, First Global Forum on Disability: Voice of our own, Disabled People's International, World Disability Council, G3ICT, GAATES; co-sponsored by the Missions of Nigeria, Republic of Korea and Turkey, and DESA

10 June
1.15 to 2.30 p.m., Conf Rm E, The Wonders of Technology: social media, crowd-sourcing, ease of access, ABILITY Awareness & ABILITY Magazine, 

1.15 to 2.30 p.m., Conf Rm 4, Presentation of Mundo Alas, Mission of Argentina, 

1.15 to 2.30 p.m., Conf Rm 5, Sports for Inclusive Development and Empowerment of persons with disabilities , DESA; PM Mission of Italy, 

1.15 to 2.30 p.m., Conf Rm 7, Civil Society Participation in ratification and implementation to the CRPD, Japan Disability Forum (JDF), PM of Japan; PM of Poland

3.00 to 4.30 p.m., Conf Rm E, Equal Access: How to Include Persons with Disabilities in Elections and Political Processes, UN Department of Political Affairs (Electoral Assistance Division), The International Foundation for Electoral Systems(IFES) and the  National Democratic Institute (NDI)

3.00 to 4.30 p.m., Conf Rm 5, National Human Rights Institutions and the CRPD:  Transforming Words into Action, International Coordinating Committee of National Human Rights Institutions, Harvard Law School Project on Disability; Canadian Human Rights Commission; South African Human Rights Commission

4.45 to 6.00 p.m., Conf Rm E, CRPD Independent Monitoring in Federated States, Canadian Association for Community Living; Council of Canadians with Disabilities, Government of Canada

4.45 to 6.00 p.m., Conf Rm 5, The General Comments on Equal Recognition Before the Law (art. 12) and Accessibility (Art. 9), Adopted by the CRPD Committee at its 11th session (April 2014), Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; State of Chile (Groups of States Parties Friends of the Convention), CRPD, State of Chile (Groups of States Parties Friends of the Convention), State of New Zealand, Human Rights Watch

6.15 to 8.30 p.m. , ECOSOC Chamber, Life feels good – movie screening, Mission of Poland, UNDESA, IDA 

6.00 to 8.00 p.m., Lobby - UN Secretariat Building, Opening of an Exhibition of paintings by children with autism, Missions of Israel and Argentina, ALUT-The Society for Autistic Children, 

11 June

10.00 to 11.30 a.m, Conf Rm E, Law, Policy and Practice on Inclusive Education: Lessons from the Eastern African Community, Global Forum on Law Justice and Development, World Bank Legal Vice-Presidency, Burton Blatt Institute, Nordic Trust Fund, USAID

10.00 to 11.30 a.m., Conf Rm 5, Voices of Women, Children and Youth with Disabilities: From Uganda, Zambia, India, Japan and Russia, Human Rights Watch, 

11.45 a.m. to 1.00 p.m., Conf Rm E, A success story on CRPD: Zahra Nemati an Iranian woman from spinal cord injury to gold medal in London 2012, Mission of Iran, 

11.45 am to 1.00 p.m., Conf Rm 5, Inclusive Education in the Post 2015 Agenda, UNICEF & OHCHR, Permanent Missions of Finland and Vietnam

1.15 to 2.30 p.m., Conf Rm E, Together We Can: The importance of coalition-building in promoting and protecting the rights of persons with disabilities, Disability Rights Advocacy Fund (DRAF), Permanent Missions of Australia and the United Kingdom

1.15 to 2.30 p.m., Conf Rm 4, Interseccionality between the Convention on the rights of persons with disabilities (CRPD) and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW),  in relation to women and girls with disabilities, Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, DESA, CBM

1.15 to 2.30 p.m., Conf Rm 5, DESA Forum Roundtable Discussion on Disability–Inclusive Disaster Risk Reduction and Resilience, DESA, 

1.15 to 2.30 p.m., Conf Rm 7, Creating accessible and inclusive societies for all: progress and challenges in implementing article 9 of the CRPD, Permanent Missions of Austria and Mexico, OHCHR, Essl Foundation, and World Future Council, International Disability Alliance

3.00 to 4.30 p.m., Conf Rm E, Marrakech express? How the WIPO Marrakech Treaty-if ratified- can help end the Book Famine and implement rights from the Convention, The World Blind Union, 

3.00 to 4.30 p.m., Conf Rm 5, Inclusive Cities: Implementing the CRPD on the Local Level, Pineda Foundation / World ENABLED, Permanent Mission of the United Arab Emirates (TBC); Harvard Project on Disability (TBC); International Disability Alliance (TBC)

4.45 to 6.00 p.m., Conf Rm E, Disability movement and regional cooperation: how to ensure UN CRPD implementation by regional intergovernmental organisations, European Disability Forum, Arab Organisation of Persons with Disabilities; Pacific Disability Forum;  Latin-American network of persons with disabilities and their families

4.45 to 6.00 p.m., Conf Rm 5, Accessibility briefing on the new GA building and Accessibility Centre, CMP, DGACM, DESA, 

6.15 to 7.45 p.m., Conf Rm 4, Concert by Leon Gieco, Mission of Argentina, 

10.00 to 11.30 a.m., Conf Rm E, Crises, Conflict, and Disability: Ensuring Equality, World Enabled/Pineda Foundation, United States Mission to the UN, Women’s Refugee Commission, International Committee of the Red Cross

12 June
10.00 to 11.30 a.m., Conf Rm 5, Changing attitudes and fighting stereotypes for an inclusive society , PM of Israel, Israel's commission for equal rights of persons with disabilities,  Beit Issie Shapiro,  Missions of  Israel and Germany,  IDA

11.45 am to 1 p.m., Conf Rm E, Exhibition of artworks of authentic culture of persons with disabilities as tool of promotion of the CRPD, Little People of Kosova, Others (tbc)

11.45 a.m. to 1.00 p.m., Conf Rm 5, The Arab World, a New Vision toward Partnership on Disability and Development: Opportunities and Challenges, DPI Arab Region, Mission of Lebanon 

1.15 to 2.30 p.m., Conf Rm E, Strengthening Emerging Leaders with Disability – Barriers and Opportunities, People with Disability Australia / Australian Centre for Disability Law, Australian Human Rights Commission

1.15 to 2.30 p.m., Conf Rm 4, Supporting and Empowering Decision-making by Persons with intellectual disabilities: the Right to decide and strengthening voices, Inclusion International, DESA

1.15 to 2.30 p.m., Conf Rm 7, European external action – promoting the Human Rights of persons with disabilities in the world through development cooperation, European Union, European Disability Forum 

3.30 to 5.30 and 6.30 to 8.30 p.m., UNICEF House, Live-streaming of the opening game 2014 FIFA World Cup Brazil – Croatia, followed by the Reception Inclusion through Sports for Development, UNICEF, 

3.00 to 4.30 p.m., Conf Rm 5, Mobile accessibility: The Sky is the Limit!  -  2014 trends and innovations that are transforming accessibility forever, G3ict – Global Initiative for Inclusive Technologies, 

4.45 to 6 p.m., Conf Rm 5, Linking Human Rights, Disability, and Development, Human Rights Watch, Light for the World 

13 June
9.00 a.m. to 12 p.m., UNICEF House, UNICEF New York Activate Talk on Disability and Innovation, UNICEF, 

10.00 a.m. to 1 p.m., Conf Rm 5, DESA Forum Roundtable Discussion on Financial Inclusion for Inclusive and Sustainable Development: A Disability Perspective, DESA, PM of Republic of Korea; Leonard Cheshire Disability; Center for Financial Inclusion at ACCION; Barclays Bank

7.00 to 10.00 p.m., Trusteeship Council, “Beautiful mind” Concert, Republic of Korea
ACCESSIBILITY

Accessibility Centre at UN Headquarters

To enable persons with disabilities to fully participate in intergovernmental processes, the UN Secretariat has launched the Accessibility Centre at its New York headquarters. It aims to create an inclusive and accessible United Nations for all. A satellite Accessibility Centre will be operational in the temporary North Lawn building for the duration of the 7th CoSP.

The services available include:

Assistive tools and technologies for persons with visual, audio and mobility impairments, include:

· Desktop magnifiers

· Screen readers

· Braille and other assistive keyboards

· Portable DAISY players

· Hearing aids

· Bone conduction head sets

· Specialized mouse

· Braille notetakers, etc.

Wheelchair charging provisions are available at various locations in the conference facilities, as well as a staffed desk to provide assistance on using the devices.
Devices can be borrowed by submitting a valid Photo ID and are for use on UN premises only.  More information:  http://www.un.org/accessibilitycentre; email:  AccessibilityCentre@un.org

CONTACT INFORMATION

Secretariat for the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

Division for Social Policy and Development (DSPD)
Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA)

S-2906, United Nations, New York, NY 10017, USA.

Website: www.un.org/disabilities 

Email: enable@un.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/pages/United-Nations-Enable/196545623691523   

Twitter: http://twitter.com/UN_Enable 
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