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STATUS OF THE CRPD

147 ratifications and 158 signatories to the CRPD
82 ratifications and 92 signatories to its Optional Protocol (OP)
Updated Enable Map of Signatures/Ratifications
The Enable Map, a graphical representation of the status of CRPD ratifications and signatures, has been recently updated by the UN Cartographic Section. Revision 4 provides updates as of July 2014. The map may be used in publications with prior permission requested through the UN Publications Board: permissions@un.org. 
(http://www.un.org/disabilities/documents/maps/enablemap.jpg) 
7TH SESSION OF THE CONFERENCE OF STATES PARTIES TO THE CRPD
The seventh session of the Conference of States Parties to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities took place at the United Nations Headquarters in New York from 10 to 12 June 2014. 

Opening Session 

The 1st meeting was chaired by H. E. Mr. Macharia Kamau (Kenya), President of the Conference of States Parties. The Conference adopted the provisional agenda and the organization of work of the session. Opening statements were made by Mr. Wu Hongbo, the Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs on behalf of the Secretary-General, Ms. Maria Soledad Cisternas Reyes, Chairperson of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and Ms. Risnawati Utami, representative of civil society organizations.
In accordance with rule 25, paragraph 5 (c), of the rules of procedure of the Conference of States Parties, seven non-governmental organizations were accredited to the Conference:

1. Center for Advocacy, Learning and Livelihood Foundation of the Blind - CALL (Philippines)

2. Empowerment Through Integration – ETI  (United States of America)

3. Institute of Developing Economies – JETRO (Japan)

4. March of Dimes Canada (Canada)

5. National Association of Disabled People of Angola – ANDA (Angola)

6. Réseau Guinéen des Organisations des Personnes Handicapées pour la  Promotion de la Convention Internationale sur les Droits des Personnes Handicapées - ROPACIDPH (Guinea)

7. Women Striving for Brighter Tomorrow – WSBT (Republic of Korea)

Election of the members of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 

The Conference elected nine candidates as members of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities for a term of four years beginning from 1 January 2015: Ms. Theresia Degener (Germany), Mr. Hyung Shik Kim (Republic of Korea), Mr. Stig Langvad (Denmark), Mr. Carlos Alberto Parra Dussan (Colombia), Mr. Coomaravel Pyaneandee (Mauritius), Mr. Jonas Ruskus (Lithuania), Mr. Damjan Tatic (Serbia), Mr. Liang You (China) and Mr. Danlami Umaru Basharu (Nigeria).

Matters related to the implementation of the Convention: General debate 

During the general debate, statements were made by 73 States Parties. Statements were also made by 2 signatories and 11 observers. These statements informed the Conference of progress made both in the implementation and the monitoring of the Convention since the last session. In view of the High-level Meeting on Disability and Development that took place at the level of Heads of State and Government in September 2013, many delegations reiterated their commitment to implement the objectives of the outcome document, especially realizing the development goals for persons with disabilities towards 2015 and beyond.

The States Parties and other stakeholders highlighted in their statements, the urgent need for including the rights, needs and perspectives of persons with disabilities in development processes, particularly in the context of an emerging post-2015 development framework. Participants in the general debate shared their experience and good practices in promoting disability inclusive development. The States Parties reiterated that the Conference offered a very unique and valuable opportunity for the exchange of information and experiences among all stakeholders.  A number of States Parties, in their delivery of statements, expressed their appreciation to the President, the Bureau and to the Secretariat for their dedicated efforts to strengthen the Conference and to prepare for such full and enriching programme for its seventh session.

Roundtable 1: Incorporating the provisions of CRPD in the post-2015 development agenda

The Roundtable was chaired by H.E. Dr. A.K. Abdul Momen (Bangladesh). Presentations were made by four panellists: H.E. Mr. Zsolt Hetesy, (Permanent Mission of Hungary), Mr. Nikhil Seth, (Division for Sustainable Development of UNDESA), Ms. Yetnebersh Nigussie (Ethiopian Center for Disability and Development) and Mr. Latoa Halatau (Pacific Disability Forum). The panellists discussed ways and means to include the rights and concerns of persons with disabilities in a post-2015 development agenda. In addition, panellists stressed the importance of engaging persons with disabilities in the processes of deciding which relevant targets and indicators should be adopted by the international community as part of the Sustainable Development Goals and the post-2015 development frameworks, and emphasized the importance of the improvement of disability disaggregated data in these contexts.

Roundtable 2: National implementation and monitoring

Roundtable 2, was chaired by H.E. Mr. Rubén Armando Escalante Hasbún (El Salvador), Vice President of the Conference. Presentations were made by four panellists: Mr. Mwaura Maigua (National Parliament and Albinism Society of Kenya), Ms. Silvia Quan (Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities), Ms. Risna Utami (Indonesian National Consortium for Disability Rights) and Ms. Sylvana Lakkis (Lebanese Physical Handicapped Union). The panellists focused their discussions on key issues pertaining to the implementation and monitoring of the Convention, such as harmonization of domestic laws in line with the Convention, provision of sufficient funding for national mechanisms, such as the national coordination focal points and independent monitoring institutions. The importance of involving civil society organizations in monitoring mechanisms was also highlighted.

Informal panel on youth with disabilities

In the morning of 12 June, an informal panel entitled “Youth with Disabilities” was co-chaired by H.E. Mr. Stefan Tafrov, Vice President of the Conference (Bulgaria) and Maryanne Diamond representing civil society organizations. Presentations were made by Mr. Alexander Kellman (National Human Rights Institution), Ms. Lucy Meyer (Special Olympics), Mr. Braam Jordaan (Youth Section of the World Federation of the Deaf), Ms. Clare Pelham and Ms. Njekelela A. Michael (Leonard Cheshire Disability International) and Ms. Seinep Dykanbaev (Kyrgyzstan Association of Rights of Children with Special Needs and their Parents). The speakers discussed key issues and good practices concerning the rights and well-being of youth with disabilities in society and development. They expressed also their deep concern about the serious difficulties that youth with disabilities continue to face worldwide and in all areas of life. All speakers called on Member States, UN Agencies, Civil Society Organizations and other relevant stakeholders to include youth with disabilities in the negotiations on the post-2015 agenda and to ensure a human rights-based approach to development, inclusive of youth with disabilities.

Implementation of the Convention by the United Nations system

The sixth meeting of the Conference was held in the afternoon of 12 June, under the agenda item 6, “Implementation of the Convention by the United Nations system”. The President of the Conference opened the meeting and presentations were made by Ms. Chandra Roy-Henriksen (UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs) and Ms. Maarit Kohonen Sheriff (UN Office of High Commissioner for Human Rights) as the co-chairs of the UN Inter-agency Support Group for the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, Ms. Maria Soledad Cisternas Reyes (Chairperson of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities), Mr. Shuaib Chalklen (United Nations Special Rapporteur on Disability of the Commission for Social Development) and H.E Mr. Lenin Moreno (Secretary-General’s Special Envoy on Disability and Accessibility). 

Panellists discussed examples of how the United Nations entities were promoting the rights of persons with disabilities, including collaboration and coordination of efforts through the Inter-Agency Support Group on Disability. The Chairperson of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the Special Rapporteur on Disability and the Special Envoy on Disability and Accessibility informed the Conference of their work promoting the Convention under their respective mandates. 

Decisions by the Conference of States Parties 

During the sixth meeting, under the agenda item 7, the Conference also adopted three decisions proposed by its Bureau. The Conference of States Parties (1) decided tentatively that the eighth session of the Conference of States Parties will take place in New York from 9 to 11 June 2015; (2) recommended the Secretary-General to provide adequate support for six meetings over three full days in future sessions of the Conference of States Parties starting from the eighth session; and (3) requested the Secretary-General to transmit the report of the Conference to all States Parties and observers. This was the first time that the Conference made decisions following its session.

Other matters
· Over 750 individuals attended this year’s session of the Conference of States Parties, of which, 236 were registered participants from 66 civil society organizations.
· The Accessibility Center, launched in December 2013, provided high-tech assistive devices to Conference attendees, upon request. Equipment included Desktop magnifiers, screen readers, Braille and other assistive keyboards, portable DAISY players, hearing aids, bone conduction head sets, specialized mouse devices, Braille notetakers, etc. (http://www.un.org/accessibilitycentre/) 

· Wheelchair charging provisions were also available at various locations in the vicinity of the Conference room;

· There were over 40 side-events held in conjunction with this year’s session. Side-events were organized by Governments, UN system organizations and civil society organizations: http://www.un.org/disabilities/documents/COP/COP7/cosp7_side_events.doc ;
· Official documents and statements are posted on the CRPD PaperSmart Portal at: http://papersmart.unmeetings.org/en/convention-treaty/crpd/cosp-crpd/7th-session/ 

· The final Report of the Seventh Session of the Conference of States Parties to the CRPD will be posted on the Enable website, shortly.
For more information, please visit the COSP7 webpage at:
http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?navid=15&pid=1615 
HIGHLIGHTS FROM UN AGENCIES
DESA Forum on Disability and Development
The DESA Forum is an initiative of the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA), which is the global focal point on disability within the UN system. In line with the vision of the United Nations to promote inclusive and sustainable development for all, the Forum aims to contribute to the collective efforts of the international community to advance inclusive development from the disability perspective, especially in the current context of the emerging post-2015 development framework. More specifically, the DESA Forum aims to: (1) facilitate policy dialogue concerning disability inclusion in development policy and practice; (2) provide space to development actors and partners to exchange knowledge, ideas, expertise and successful solutions; (3) serve as a “market” place to showcase replicable solutions and good practices and form partnership to scale up impact. On 11 June, in conjunction with the COSP7, a roundtable discussion was conducted on Disability–Inclusive Disaster Risk Reduction and Resilience, while on 13 June a roundtable discussion was conducted on “Financial Inclusion for Inclusive and Sustainable Development: A Disability Perspective”. (http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?navid=15&pid=1616)

UN Expert Group Meeting, Paris 8-10 July 2014  

An expert group meeting (EGM) on ‘Disability data and statistics, monitoring and evaluation: the way forward, a disability inclusive development agenda towards 2015 and beyond’ was jointly convened by the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN DESA) and the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) in Paris, France from 8-10 July 2014. Over 25 global experts working on disability research, data and information participated in the meeting. The meeting covered two priority issues. The first day focussed on discussions to improve international comparability of disability data and statistics, which resulted in specific recommendations for the United Nations system. The second day of discussions involved a review of the goals and targets in the zero draft of the sustainable development goals produced by the Open Working Group(OWG), with a view to assess ways the emerging development framework could ensure the inclusion of persons with disabilities. Recommendations shall be presented to Member States ahead of the negotiations on the OWG’s draft in September 2014.
OWG proposes SDGs to follow the MDGs
At the end of its 13th session, the Open Working Group (OWG) on Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) produced its final report, which contains 17 proposed SDGs accompanied by a set of targets intended to measure progress towards the achievement of these objectives. The proposed Outcome Document from the Working Group will be submitted for consideration by the UN General Assembly. While the goals are intended for "all" the people of the world, the document makes at least nine specific references to persons with disabilities and disability. (http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/focussdgs.html) 
ECLAC (CEPAL) – Dialogue with DPOs
On May 30, 2014 in follow-up to the CRPD, the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean organized a space of conversation with Chilean civil society organizations of persons with disabilities and their families. The meeting sought to open a dialogue with organizations of persons with disabilities and their families about the priorities of the national and regional agenda on disability and development and to offer them the opportunity to share with each other and to be heard by both national authorities and international organizations based in Chile. There were 170 participants representing 70 organizations.  More information about the meeting, including the presentations, a list of participants, and videos can be found at: http://www.20422.cl/cepal/index.html. 
ITU – Accessible Americas

Mark your calendars! The International Telecommunication Union (ITU) is organizing “Accessible Americas”, a regional symposium on ICT accessibility for persons with disabilities from 12-14 November 2014 in Sao Paolo, Brazil. The event is being organized in partnership with Secretaria de Direitos Humanos da Presidencia da República (SDH) and UNESCO, Brazil. The goal of this conference is to agree on a four-year Action Plan to promote ICT accessibility for the Americas region, including accessible ICTs for the 2016 Paralympic Games and beyond. Accessibility is about eliminating barriers faced by persons with disabilities in using ICT services and equipment, in line with Article 9 of the CRPD. The event will address challenges and opportunities related to the accessibility of mobile phones and services, television and websites, public access and public procurement as well as innovation in ICT accessibility.  An event website, including the draft programme and venue information will be available soon at http://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Regional-Presence/Americas/Pages/Events.aspx. Contact vera.zanetti@itu.int for more information.
UNESCO: From Exclusion to Empowerment

Building on the UN CRPD and its unique mandate to education, communication and information within the United Nations system, UNESCO, in conjunction with the Government of India, Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment and Ministry of Human Resource Development, as well as with a number of international, regional and national partners is organizing an international conference entitled “From Exclusion to Empowerment: The Role of Information and Communication Technologies for Persons with Disabilities” in New Delhi, India (24 to 26 November 2014). The major objective of this international event is to promote the human rights and fundamental freedoms of persons with disabilities and encourage all stakeholders to take concrete measures for the empowerment of persons with disabilities to access information and knowledge through the effective and innovative usage of Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs). For more information, please visit the international event's website:  http://www.unesco-ci.org/ict-pwd/.  

UNICEF and the GPcwd: Engaging Youth with and without Disabilities

In conjunction with the 7th session of the Conference of States Parties to the CRPD (COSP7), UNICEF’s the Disability Section in joint cooperation with the Global Partnership on Children with Disabilities (GPcwd) successfully organized week-long advocacy and learning events for members of the Youth Council of GPcwd in New York.  During the week of 9 to 13 June 2014, 20 young influencers with and without disabilities, representing all five regions in the world, came together to explore the intersection of inclusion, stigma, discrimination and innovative approaches to coping with these issues in the context of the post-2015 agenda.  Some of the highlights of the week include participation and presentation by these young members at COSP7 sessions; attending trainings on inclusive post-2015 conducted by IDA and IDDC; and bilateral meetings with their respective Permanent Missions to the UN to advocate for an inclusive post-2015 agenda. The youth members also took part in an online global discussion, called “UNICEF Activate Talk” on “Youth with Disabilities and Innovation: Making the World Inclusive for ALL”. A summary of the Activate Talk is available at: https://vimeo.com/100993735.  In light of the FIFA World Cup, UNICEF held a reception on Inclusive Sports for Development with the theme “Scoring a Goal for All Children”, co-sponsored by the US Fund for UNICEF and the Special Olympics. The event was attended by more than 100 participants including young people, Government delegates and representatives UN agencies, civil society organizations and DPOs.
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

20 to 25 July: AIDS 2014: Disability Network Zone Program

At AIDS 2014, the 20th International AIDS Conference currently underway in Melbourne, Australia, the Disability Network Zone is an initiative of the International Disability and Development Consortium (IDDC), Australian Federation of Disability Organisations (AFDO), People with Disabilities Australia (PWDA), Australian Disability Development Consortium (ADDC), Australian Federation of AIDS Organisations (AFAO), Health Economics and HIV/AIDS Research Division (HEARD), Handicap International, Human Rights Watch, University of Johannesburg and the Population Council. (http://www.hivsharespace.net/event/aids-2014-disability-network-zone-program)
26 August:  Interactive Meeting with Civil Society for the High-level Stocktaking Event on the Post-2015 Development Agenda: Contributions to the Secretary-General’s Synthesis Report 

H.E. John W. Ashe, the President of the 68th Session of the United Nations General Assembly, invites civil society representatives to this interactive meeting to be held from 1.15 to 2.30 p.m. at UN Headquarters. This interactive meeting will provide civil society, including NGOs, the media, the private sector and other relevant stakeholders with the opportunity to reflect upon the various post-2015 development-related processes which have occurred during the current session of the General Assembly with a view to providing them with an opportunity to identify possible inputs to the Synthesis Report of the Secretary-General. (http://www.un.org/en/ga/president/68) 
12 August: International Youth Day – Mental Health Matters

The theme of International Youth Day for 2014 is ‘Youth and Mental Health’. The focus of the event will be on raising awareness on youth with mental health conditions and promoting efforts to overcome the stigma and discrimination experienced by many young people with mental health conditions. The event is co-organised by the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) and the Office of the Secretary-General’s Envoy on Youth. It will bring together young people, youth organizations, Member State representatives, civil society, and UN entities and will take place in the ECOSOC Chamber at the United Nations Headquarters from 10am-1pm on August 12th 2014. (http://undesadspd.org/Youth/InternationalYouthDay/2014.aspx)  

24 to 28 August: 5th International Disaster and Risk Conference IDRC Davos 

The theme for this year’s IDRC Davos 2014 will be “Integrative Risk Management - Science and technology to strengthen the post 2015 framework". The IDRC Davos 2014 will address the numerous interconnected, complex and emerging risks today's societies are faced with. Environmental, technical, social and economic risks are often closely linked and can result in successive impact. The 2011 earthquake in Japan, resulted in a disastrous tsunami, creating nuclear meltdown at its key facilities. Risks and disasters explored at the IDRC Davos 2014 include, amongst others, natural hazards, failures of critical infrastructure and services, pandemics, acts of terrorism and financial crises. All can severely impact and influence human beings and collective societies. (http://www.unhabitat.org/content.asp?cid=12408&catid=26&typeid=11&AllContent=1)
27 to 29 August: 65th United Nations DPI/NGO Conference "2015 and Beyond: Our Action Agenda" 

A Conference on '2015 and Beyond: Our Action Agenda,' is being organized by the United Nations Department of Public Information and the NGO/DPI Executive Committee, and will focus discussions on the role of civil society in the post 2015 development agenda. The event seeks to provide an opportunity for civil society networks and activists to mobilize messaging, advocacy strategies, partnerships and accountability frameworks in the lead up to the start of the intergovernmental negotiations on the post-2015 development agenda. The outcome of the conference will be a declaration that will be shared with the UN system, the UN Member States, the global civil society and other stakeholders.  (http://post2015.iisd.org/events/65th-annual-un-dpingo-conference/)
4 September: "Introduction to Disability, Development and Human Rights for Members of the European Parliament" organised by the IDDC

15 September to 10 October: 12th session of the Committee to the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) (http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/SessionDetails1.aspx?SessionID=935&Lang=en)
19 to 22 October: World Summit on Destinations for All

The first-ever World Summit on Destinations for All will be held in Montréal under the theme, “Tourism, Culture and Transportation, A Common Strategy at the International Level”. The Summit aims to establish an international strategy to develop inclusive tourism around the world. (http://www.accessibletourism.org/?i=enat.en.events.1325) 

12 to 14 November: ITU Accessible Americas

The International Telecommunication Union (ITU) is organizing “Accessible Americas”, a regional symposium on ICT accessibility for persons with disabilities in Sao Paolo, Brazil (see above). (http://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Regional-Presence/Americas/Pages/Events.aspx) 

3 December: International Day of Persons with Disabilities

Theme and details for 2014, forthcoming (http://www.un.org/disabilities) 
OTHER NEWS

Human Rights Watch
A new HRW report was released entitled: ‘“We Are Also Dying of AIDS”: Barriers to HIV Services and Treatment for Persons with Disabilities in Zambia,’ in close collaboration with local DPOs and HIV organizations. The HRW report notes that while the Zambian Government has made important progress in the fight against HIV, individuals with disabilities are highly vulnerable to HIV risk factors (such as poverty, sexual violence and lack of access to education and health care) and have been left behind in the national HIV response. This report documents the barriers experienced by people with disabilities, including lack of access to HIV prevention information, testing and treatment. The report urges the Government and international donors to develop disability-specific HIV services and ensure accessibility and non-discrimination within mainstream HIV services. A video in American Sign Language is also available at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BaE7MXf92Nk.
6th Asian Ministerial Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction
The Conference took place from 22 to 26 June in Bangkok, Thailand. UNESCAP, Rehabilitation International, the Disability Inclusive DRR Network (DiDRRN) and the Nippon Foundation collaborated to bring disability-inclusive perspectives to the forefront of disaster risk reduction (DRR) discussions at the conference. (http://6thamcdrr-thailand.net/6thamcdrr) 

Nominate Innovative Practices and Policies that relate to DiDRR

The Global Alliance on Accessible Technologies and Environments - GAATES (www.GAATES.org) in collaboration with the Zero Project (www.ZeroProject.org) is looking for innovative practices and policies that relate to Emergency Preparedness and Disability Inclusive Disaster Risk Reduction (DiDRR). In the Zero Project 2014 Report, which focused on global accessibility,  it was noted 'there are particularly dispiriting results on emergency  issues:" These practices and policies will be presented at the 2015 Zero Project  Conference in Vienna, Austria alongside practices and policies  pertaining to the Zero Project’s own streams on Independent Living and Political Participation. Download the Disaster Inclusive Disaster Risk Reduction (DiDRR) nomination and instruction documents from the GAATES website at www.gaates.org/zeroproject2015/index.shtml and the Zero Project nomination and instruction forms related to the Independent Living and Political Participation streams at www.zeroproject.org/downloads.  Deadline: 15 August 2014.
Establishment of a Presidential Working Group on Disability – South Africa

President Zuma of South Africa announced the establishment of a new Presidential Working Group on Disability in July 2014. This Working Group will enable the Presidency to champion and monitor the work of government departments and society in creating a better life for persons with disabilities. The Working Group will focus on accelerating disability rights mainstreaming in social development programmes and on transforming social welfare services for persons with disabilities. 
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