UNITED NATIONS ENABLE NEWSLETTER

January 2015  
The United Nations Enable Newsletter is prepared by the Secretariat for the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (DSPD/DESA) with input from UN offices, agencies, funds and programmes, as well as from civil society organizations, including organizations of persons with disabilities. It is also available online at: www.un.org/disabilities.
In this issue:

- Status of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD)

- News from UN Headquarters

- Highlights from UN agencies
- Calendar of events

- Other news

STATUS OF THE CRPD

151 ratifications and 159 signatories to the CRPD
85 ratifications and 92 signatories to its Optional Protocol (OP)
8th session of the Conference of States Parties to the CRPD

The 8th session of the Conference of States Parties to the CRPD (COSP8) will be held from 9 to 11 June 2015 at UN Headquarters in New York. Application forms for side-events, the Online Registration for NGO participants, the Application Form for NGO Accreditation, and the Application form for NHRI participation will be available from: 27 March to 30 April 2015. We encourage States Parties and observers, including DPOs to encourage the participation of young leaders in the Conference.  (http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=1625)
NEWS FROM UN HEADQUARTERS
Commission for Social Development, 53rd session, 4 to 13 February 2015
The 53rd session of the Commission for Social Development will meet at UN Headquarters in New York from 4 to 13 February 2015. Read the report of the Special Rapporteur on Disability to the Commission that highlights his recent activities, as well as presents his observations, conclusions and recommendations for the future. Recommendations include a call for establishing a standing mechanism to systematically review and monitor progress in realizing all internationally agreed development goals for persons with disabilities towards and beyond 2015, to promote coordination, effective implementation and synergies among UN programmes and to promote accessibility within the UN itself by considering the establishment of a reasonable accommodation fund. (http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=38)
UN resolution notes situation of persons with disabilities in natural disasters

The UN General Assembly (UNGA) recently adopted a resolution on "International cooperation on humanitarian assistance in the field of natural disasters, from relief to development" as resolution 69/243. In the resolution the Assembly notes that persons with disabilities are disproportionately affected in natural disasters and calls for support for national initiatives that address the differentiated impacts of natural disasters on the affected population, including through the collection and analysis of disaggregated data that lead to targeted and more effective assistance. The resolution emphasizes the importance of mainstreaming the perspective of persons with disabilities in disaster risk reduction, and recognizes the need for their inclusive participation in and contribution to disaster preparedness, emergency response, recovery and transition from relief to development, as well as the implementation of policies and programmes that are inclusive of and accessible to persons with disabilities. (http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=1619#resolution) 
Disability inclusion in global post-2015 disaster risk reduction framework
The Third UN World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction (3WCDRR) will be held from 14-18 March 2015 in Sendai, Japan. ON 17 March, the Conference programme will have a working session on the inclusion and participation of persons with disabilities in DRR. The multi-stakeholder Disaster Risk Reduction (DiDRR) Disability Network that has worked to ensure the process for the design of the post-2015 disaster risk reduction strategy (HFA2) has been inclusive of persons with disabilities. The further streamlined draft and details regarding the additional negotiations that took place this month are available at: http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=1619.
In conjunction with the Conference, DESA/DSPD will organize a Public Forum on 15 March and call for a new multi-stakeholder partnership to promote the inclusion of disability in the DRR framework and processes. The Forum entitled: “Taking Action in New Partnership towards a Disability-inclusive Global Disaster Risk Reduction Framework and its implementation” will be held at Tohoku University – Room B-200. The Forum will be a full-day event organized in collaboration with UNISDR, Government of Japan and global and local DiDRR caucuses.

Make disability visible on the Ignite stage in Sendai. The IGNITE Stage is a special venue where WCDRR participants are allowed 15 minutes to present a disaster risk reduction topic, project or initiative. Its aim is to widen the array of topics that are discussed at the World Conference beyond those that are presented in the main sessions and events. (http://www.wcdrr.org/conference/programme/ignite)
Consultation on disability-inclusive disaster risk reduction 
DESA/DSPD in collaboration with The Zero Project will organize a Disability-inclusive Disaster Risk Reduction (DiDRR) Consultation in conjunction with the the 4th Zero Project Conference to be held in Vienna, Austria, from 27-28 February 2015. The Consultation would provide a good opportunity to further the ongoing discussion on DiDRR and technology, as it brings together academics, policy-makers, practitioners in Zero Project’s network of experts from around the world, including experts in the fields of disaster risk reduction, humanitarian action, disability, and ICTs. The outcome of the Consultation is expected to provide action-oriented recommendation on effective implementation of a disability-inclusive post-2015 disaster risk reduction strategy, including through innovative and assistive emerging ICT technologies, as well as empowering persons with disabilities and their organizations. It will work to strengthen partnerships among States, civil society organisations, experts and stakeholders through dialogues and discussions, and forge new networks on DiDRR and technology for future implementation of both the HFA2 as well as the post-2015 development framework. (www.un.org/disabilities)
Disability, accessibility and sustainable urban development

The world will gather together at the third UN Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban Development (Habitat III) in Quito, in October 2016. While the UN is on the verge of adopting a new post-2015 development agenda, the global community is presented with an opportunity to systematically promote accessibility and inclusion of persons with disabilities in the “New Urban Agenda” as a precondition for inclusive, sustainable and equitable development and poverty eradication. With a view to ensure that HABITAT III and all global development initiatives include the expertise, perspectives and needs of persons with disabilities, UN Enable has developed a new web resource on "Disability, accessibility and sustainable urban development". Read the complete Briefing Note on Disability and Sustainable Urban Development to find out more about the “New Urban Agenda” at http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=1624. 

GEFI - #DrawDisability Campaign: Submissions open

Submissions are now open for a global art campaign of the UN Secretary-General's United Nations Global Education First Initiative (GEFI) that aims to raise young people’s awareness of disabilities and inclusion. How do children #DrawDisability? Join the #DrawDisability campaign. Learn more here http://bit.ly/globaledu1
Working with ECOSOC: an NGOs Guide to Consultative Status

"Working with ECOSOC" is an informational booklet that briefs Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) on the benefits of establishing a consultative relationship with ECOSOC, as well as providing instructions on how to obtain this status. (http://csonet.org/index.php?menu=134)
HIGHLIGHTS FROM UN AGENCIES
Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities of the HRC
Ms. Catalina Devandas Aguilar took office as the first Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities on 1 December 2014, following Human Rights Council (HRC) resolution 26/20 establishing the new special procedures mandate. The creation of this mandate recalls the universality, indivisibility, interdependence and interrelatedness of all human rights and fundamental freedoms and the need for persons with disabilities to be guaranteed the full enjoyment of these rights and freedoms without discrimination. It signals that further attention is needed to address the barriers that persons with disabilities continue to face in all parts of the world in their participation as equal members of society. (http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Disability/SRDisabilities/Pages/SRDisabilitiesIndex.aspx) 
OHCHR - Human rights indicators

OHCHR has developed a conceptual and methodological framework of indicators that can be applied and contextualised at national level.  The OHCHR conceptual and methodological framework adopts a common approach to identifying indicators for monitoring civil and political rights, and economic, social and cultural rights. The framework recommends the development of structural, process and outcome indicators. This configuration of indicators should help assess the steps being taken by States in addressing their obligations – from commitments and acceptance of international human rights standards (structural indicators) to efforts being made to meet the obligations that flow from the standards (process indicators) and on to the results of those efforts (outcome indicators). (http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Indicators/Pages/HRIndicatorsIndex.aspx, see also: Interactive Dashboard http://indicators.ohchr.org/)
UNESCAP - New easy-to-understand and pocket versions of the Incheon Strategy

The UN Economic Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP) has produced an easy-to-understand and pocket version of the Incheon Strategy to help further a disability-inclusive post-2015 development agenda. Easy to understand version: http://www.unescap.org/resources/incheon-strategy-make-right-real-persons-disabilities-asia-and-pacific-easy-understand, and Pocket version: http://www.unescap.org/resources/incheon-strategy-make-right-real-persons-disabilities-asia-and-pacific-pocket-version  
UNICEF/GAATES survey on technologies that benefit children with disabilities

UNICEF and the Global Alliance on Accessible Technologies and Environments (GAATES) are seeking information on products that are most commonly used to reduce barriers for children with disabilities and support them to thrive. To gather this information we are conducting a survey on the most commonly used and important assistive devices and technologies throughout the world. The results of the survey will be used to inform the development of an assistive device/technology supply database.  Any information that you can contribute through the survey is valuable and very much appreciated.  We request your support in completing the short survey at: http://www.gaates.org/quest/qintro.php. The survey should take about 15 minutes to complete. Please complete the survey by 15 February 2015. Please direct any questions on the survey to info@gaates.org.
UNICEF Bulgaria – Imagine

Imagine a world where all children are truly happy - see what UNICEF Bulgaria has prepared to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child: http://www.touchcast.com/un_unicef/unicef_imagine_bon_bon_children. 

UNICEF/UNESCO - Report highlights "invisibility" of children with disabilities

Launched in London this month, the UNICEF / UNESCO report “Fixing the Broken Promise of Education for All: Findings from the Global Initiative on Out-of-School Children" notes that children with disabilities are some of the most disadvantaged in terms of missing out on education, being "invisible" in the data and being overlooked in the responses to out-of-school children. Section 3.7 of the publication entitled "Excluded and uncounted: Children with disabilities" states that the barrier to participation in education is often the bigger problem than the disability itself. The report serves as a roadmap to improve the data, research and policies needed to catalyse action for out-of-school children as the world embarks on a new development agenda for education. (http://bit.ly/1Jf6Jd2)
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Now also available on the UN Enable website!
http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=1627
4 to 13 February: 53rd Commission for Social Development 

(http://undesadspd.org/CommissionforSocialDevelopment/Sessions/2015.aspx) 
9-20 March: 59th Session of the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW59)

http://csonet.org/index.php?page=view&nr=278&type=13&menu=14 
14 to 18 March: 3rd World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction 

(http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=1619) 
15 March: DESA Forum on Disability and Development: Taking Action in New Partnership towards a Disability-inclusive Global Disaster Risk Reduction Framework and its implementation
(http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=1619) 
9-20 March: 59th Session of the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW59)

http://csonet.org/index.php?page=view&nr=278&type=13&menu=14 
21 March: World Down Syndrome Day

(http://www.un.org/en/events/downsyndromeday/)  

2 April: World Autism Awareness Day

(https://www.un.org/en/events/autismday)
7-8th May: Meeting of the Inter-Agency Support Group for the CRPD (IASG)

The meeting will be held at ESCWA in Beirut. Further details are forthcoming.
18 to 19 May: Pacific Rim International Conference on Disability and Diversity 

(http://www.pacrim.hawaii.edu) 
9 to 11 June: Eight session of the Conference of States Parties to the CRPD

(http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=1535)  

6 to 9 July: 6th International Conference on Disabilities - Unity & Diversity in Action 

(http://eng-conf.beitissie.org.il/)  

28 to 31 July: TRANSED 2015 -The 14th International Conference on Mobility and Transport for Elderly and Disabled Persons 

(http://www.transed2015.com) 
28 July to 1 August: XVII World Congress of the World Federation of the Deaf

(http://wfdeaf.org/whoarewe/world-congress/xvii-world-congress)
17 August to 4 September: 14th session of the CRPD Committee

(http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRPD/Pages/CRPDIndex.aspx) 
2016 Habitat III

(http://unhabitat.org/habitat-iii/) 
OTHER NEWS
(DISCLAIMER: The information below is provided by civil society organizations and others for informational purposes only. This does not constitute endorsement of, or an approval by, the United Nations of any of the products, services, or opinions of the organization or individual. The United Nations bears no responsibility for the accuracy, legality or content of their statements and opinions.)
IDA and IDDC Policy Paper on Financing for Development (FfD)

The International Disability Alliance (IDA) and International Disability and Development Consortium (IDDC)  have released  a Policy Paper on Financing for Development (FfD). The paper provides key recommendations that aim to inform the Outcome Document of the Third International Conference on Financing for Development, which will be held in Addis Ababa in July 2015. The IDA IDDC Policy Paper on FfD is available in English, French, Spanish and Easy-to-read: http://www.light-for-the-world.org/newsdetail/title/on-the-road-to-addis/ 
Human Rights Watch releases its World Report 2015

Human Rights Watch's 25th annual World Report summarizes human rights conditions in more than 90 countries and territories worldwide in 2014. It reflects extensive investigative work that Human Rights Watch staff conducted during the year, often in close partnership with domestic human rights activists. The report also covers disability in these 90 countries. http://www.hrw.org/world-report/2015/
MIUSA: RightsNow! Project focuses on CRPD implementation

MIUSA's "RightsNow! Strong Communities through Enforcing the Rights of Persons with Disabilities" project is creating change where it matters most - in the lives of people with disabilities. The project is developing tools, training, resources, and networks of disability leaders to advance the rights of people with disabilities through effective implementation and enforcement of legislation. The initial phase of the project is focused on the CRPD in Kenya, Mexico and Vietnam. (http://www.miusa.org/news/2015/RightsNow) 

ATIA 2015 Orlando Conference now in session

The Assistive Technology Industry Association (ATIA) Conference is the largest international conference showcases advances in assistive technology (AT) and provides opportunities to share best practices and trends, and network with others in the AT industry. (http://atia.org/i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageid=4549) 

Funka develops accessibility methodology for the European Commission 

The EC has chosen Funka to develop a European methodology for measuring web accessibility for the future web accessibility Directive. The assignment is lead by Funka and performed together with Empirica, the European Disability Forum, W3C and COWI. (http://bit.ly/1LfUsJi)
Disability.Blog: Top 10 Guest Blogs of 2014

http://usodep.blogs.govdelivery.com/2015/01/02/top-10-guest-blogs-of-2014/ 
CONTACT INFORMATION

Secretariat for the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

Division for Social Policy and Development (DSPD)
Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA)

S-2906, United Nations Headquarters, New York, NY 10017, USA.

Be informed! Get involved!

Facebook: www.facebook.com/pages/United-Nations-Enable/196545623691523   

Twitter: http://twitter.com/UN_Enable 
Website: www.un.org/disabilities  

Email: enable@un.org  

Call for volunteers to translate the UN Enable newsletter

Be informed! Get involved! Volunteer your time to translate the UN Enable newsletter in an official UN language: French, Spanish, Russian, Arabic or Chinese or your own local language. More information: http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=1626. 
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