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STATUS OF THE CONVENTION (CRPD)

Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
105 ratifications 
153 signatories 

Optional Protocol 
63 ratifications 
90 signatories 

Luxembourg ratified the Convention and Optional Protocol on 26 September 2011
Bahrain ratified the Convention on 22 September 2011 
Micronesia (Federated States of) signed the Convention on 23 September 2011 
Saint Lucia signed the Convention on 22 September 2011 
Kyrgyzstan signed the Convention on 21 September 2011
Palau signed the Convention on 20 September 2011
Fourth Session of the Conference of States Parties to the CRPD
The fourth session of the Conference of States Parties to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities was held from 7 to 9 September 2011 at UN Headquarters. States Parties to the Convention met this year to discuss the implementation of the Convention, along with other Governments, national human rights institutions, civil society organizations, including organizations of persons with disabilities. Over 600 attendees participated in this session that was held under the theme: “Enabling Development, Realizing the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities through Participation, Employment and International Cooperation.” The Convention (CRPD) was adopted by the General Assembly in 2006 and came into force in 2008. Currently, there are 105 ratifications of the CRPD and 153 signatories.

The Conference was opened by Thomas Stelzer, Assistant Secretary-General of DESA on behalf of the Secretary-General. At the opening, Deputy Secretary-General Asha Rose Migrio said “You and I and millions of others know, that when we respect the inherent dignity of persons with disabilities, we enrich our human family,” a common theme that resounded throughout the Conference, that enabling and including persons with disabilities in society and development, benefits all of humanity.

The Conference included a high-level segment and general debate, two Roundtables entitled "Realizing the CRPD through international cooperation" and "Ensuring effective and full participation in political and public life", an informal meeting entitled "Realizing the right to work", as well as an interactive dialogue on the implementation of the Convention". During the high level segment of the Conference, there were more than 60 States inscribed for the speakers' list, including 10 ministerial-level participants. 

Round Table 1: Realizing the CRPD through international cooperation
Panelists discussed key issues concerning article 32 of the CRPD, reaffirming and underlining the important role of international development cooperation in promoting disability-inclusive development and advancing the rights of persons with disabilities. The panel noted that a new aid architecture was emerging at the global level, which allowed developing countries to set their own development priorities using donors' funding. The discussion also covered the mainstreaming of disability through enhancing partnerships among organizations in private and public sectors and also between the United Nations and other stakeholders, including organizations of persons with disabilities. The Round Table was chaired by Ambassador Jakkrit Srivali (Thailand). Presentations were made by six panellists: Shuaib Chalklen (United Nations Special Rapporteur on Disability of Commission for Social Development), Maria Veronica Reina (Global Partnership for Disability and Development), Yasunobu Ishii (The Nippon Foundation), Diane Mulligan (Equality 2025 of the United Kingdom), Vanda Guiomar Pignato (Organization of American States Committee / First Lady of El Salvador) and Josephine Sinyo (Kenya Law Reform Commission).
Round Table 2: Ensuring effective and full participation in political and public life
During this discussion, panelists discussed key issues, identified progress and barriers and made strategic recommendations to realize disability-inclusive and accessible political processes including elections. Among the key issues argued was the lack of physical accessibility that continued to remain a major barrier to the full and effective inclusion of persons with disabilities in political and public life. Participants noted that a full realization of the CRPD would ensure that persons with disabilities, including persons with psycho-social or intellectual disabilities would not be deprived of their access to the political process. The Round Table was chaired by H.E. Ambassador Shekou M. Touray (Sierra Leone). Presentations were made by six panellists: Julius Nye Cuffie (Parliament of Sierra Leone; Ambassador Osman Keh Kamara represented on his behalf), Steven Estey (Disabled Peoples’ International Canada), Monthian Buntan (Senator of Thailand), Andrew Bruce (United Nations Department of Political Affairs), Theresia Degener (Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities) and Maria Alejandra Villanueva (Peruvian Down Syndrome Society).
Informal session: Realizing the right to work and employment
Panelists noted that persons with disabilities were twice as likely to be unemployed than their peers without disability. They discussed the need for comprehensive reforms to ensure accessible labour markets and noted that a major barrier against a fully inclusive labour market was the lack of a firm policy framework against discrimination, without which accessibility would not be enforced; education would not be effectively provided; and job opportunities would not be made available for persons with disabilities.  The informal meeting was co-chaired by Gergely Tapolczai (Member of Parliament, Hungary) and Yannis Vardakastanis (President of the European Disability Forum representing the International Disability Alliance). Presentations were made by seven panellists: Barbara Murray (International Labour Organization), Javed Abidi (National Centre for Promotion of Employment for Disabled People, India), Jia Yang (Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities), Ronald McCallum (Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities), Stig Langvad (Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities), Annie Garcia (SM Supermalls of the Philippines) and Ronnie Goldberg (United States Council for International Business).
Interactive dialogue on the implementation of the Convention

United Nations system organizations presented their efforts during the "Interactive dialogue on the implementation of the Convention" and showed how their programmes had been used to implement the CRPD in countries and regions around the world. They highlighted the role played by their organizations in fostering collaboration among national Governments, UN entities and civil society to further the promotion and implementation of the CRPD.  The Chair of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, Ron McCallum also provided updates of the work of the Committee from its fifth session.  The dialogue was chaired by Ambassador Mårten Grunditz (Sweden) and included presentations from ten speakers (some of whom participated via teleconference): Thomas Stelzer (Department of Economic and Social Affairs), Jane Stewart (United Nations Development Group), Aleksandra Posarac (World Bank), Alana Officer (World Health Organization), Aiko Akiyama (Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific), Diane Almeras (Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean), Gisela Nauk (Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia), Jennifer Kargbo (Economic Commission for Africa), Patience Stephens (UN Women) and Ibrahim  Salama (Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights). 
In closing, Marten Grundits, Swedish Ambassador to the UN and President of the Conference, stressed that the Conference had made clear that universal ratification of the Convention and the Optional Protocol is within reach and indeed a necessity, given that over a billion persons live with a disability in the world. There could be no progress on internationally agreed development goals without integrating a disability perspective in all development efforts. International cooperation could and must be a catalytic force to make those efforts inclusive. The Conference had equally shown that participation of persons with disability in the labour market and in public and political life were essential features of inclusive development. The CRPD would continue to be pivotal in the quest to ensure enabling development and enjoyment of human rights by all.

More information on the Conference, including background notes and other details are available on the United Nations Enable website at: http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=1571. An official report of the Conference will also be posted there shortly.
The Secretariat wishes to recognise the contribution from volunteers under the guidance of Professor Derrick L. Cogburn of American University, through the partnership with the Global Partnership for Disability and Development (GPDD), in supporting this session of the Conference of States Parties to the Convention.

Civil Society Forum
A day prior to the opening of the Conference, a Civil Society Forum was organized by the International Disability Alliance (IDA) with the support of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA). The Civil Society Forum (CSF) discussed preparations for the proposed High-Level Meeting on Disability (HLMD) to be held during the 67th session of the General Assembly. The CSF stressed the following: persons with disabilities need to be included in all phases of development projects; capacity-building of Disabled People’s Organizations is essential to secure inclusive development; and recipient countries have a responsibility to include disability in their funding priorities while donors must ensure inclusive development as requirement for funding. The CSF also highlighted the importance of including disability rights at the fourth High-level Forum on Aid Effectiveness (HLF4) in Busan, as well as at the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio +20).

NGOs accredited to the Conference 

At the first meeting of the Conference, ten non-governmental organizations were also accredited to the Conference of States Parties following a no-objection procedure. The following non-governmental organizations were accredited: Asabe Shehu Yar’Adua Foundation (ASYARF), Association 3IN – Inclusion, Integrity and Independence, Canadian Working Group on HIV and Rehabilitation (CWGHR), Design Bangladesh, Equally Unique, Harvard Law School Project on Disability, Lift Up Care for the Needy Foundation (LCNF), Neighbour Organization Nepal (NEO-Nepal), Perkins School for the Blind, and World Disability Foundation. A list of NGOs accredited to the Conference of States Parties is available at: http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=1482.
Side-events

During the Conference, more than 40 side-events were organized by Governments, regional and sub-regional governmental organizations, UN system organizations, academic institutions, international and bi-lateral development agencies, and national human rights institutions, as well as non-governmental organizations and organizations of persons with disabilities. Below is a list of side-events held at UN Headquarters only, which does not include those held in other locations. More details of side-events are posted at: http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=1584.  

· Gender Perspectives: Using International Law to Advance the Rights of Women and Girls with Disabilities (AUCD – Association of University Centers on Disability, Center on Disabilities, University of Hawaii at Manoa, co-sponsor: UNFPA and DESA)
· Why Persons with Disabilities Need a Global Network to Advance Their Rights (Permanent Mission of Turkey/World Disability Foundation)
· From Policy to Practice: Global Perspectives on Inclusive Education (UNICEF, International Disability Alliance (IDA), Human Rights Watch (HRW), FIDIDA and Finnish universities)
· Tools for Transformation: Resources Developed through International Cooperation (Rehabilitation International, co-sponsor: DESA)
· Working Group on the Promotion and Protection of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, High Level Authorities’ Meeting on Human Rights of MERCOSUR (CO.NA.DIS (National Advisory Commission for the Integration of Persons with Disabilities - Argentina); GPDD (Global Partnership for Disability and Development); Sponsored by DESA and the World Bank)
· Disability, international development and cooperation policies and the Millennium Development Goals (Permanent Mission of Spain to the United Nations)
· Concert for the Rights of Persons with Disabilities: "Spes" Anthem for Hope (inspired by the CRPD) (Sponsored by the Permanent Mission of Spain to the United Nations)
· Rights and Welfare for Older Persons with Disabilities (Swedish Institute of Assistive Technology (SIAT))
· A Voice of Our Own Documentary (Disabled Peoples' International - North America and the Caribbean Inc. (DPINAC Inc.))
· Unlimited: Towards Good Practice on the CRPD in the Commonwealth (Commonwealth Secretariat and DESA)
· The impact of the CRPD on States Parties policies: early indicators, implications for Reasonable Accommodation, Technology and Employment, ILO Initiatives (G3ict, Global Initiative for Inclusive ICTs, co-hosting with the International Labour Organization)
· The Hague 2000 Protection of Adults Convention and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities: Synergies and Support for International Co-operation for the Protection of Vulnerable Adults (Hague Conference on Private International Law)
· How to Engage Media to Promote Awareness (ABILITY Awareness)
· Join the Global Campaign on Living and Being Included in the Community (Inclusion International (II) & Mental Disability Advocacy Center (MDAC))
· Harnessing the Power of Young People with Disabilities as partners for development (UN Programme on Youth/DESA, Secretariat for the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities/DESA, Leonard Cheshire Disability, UNICEF)
· Transformation and Innovation: employment Policies and Practices that Enhance Labour Market Participation for Persons with Disabilities (Canadian Association for Community Living (CACL))
· Commonwealth Disabled Peoples' Forum (Members of the Board of Directors of the Commonwealth Disabled Peoples' Forum)
· Using the World report on disability as a tool for implementing the CRPD (World Health Organization and World Bank, co-sponsor: DESA)
· Developing policies and legislative frameworks that promote disability programmes in Africa: The Kenyan experience.(Mission on the Republic of Kenya to the United Nations)
· Addressing Disability in Early Childhood (UNICEF, WHO, UNESCO)
· Empowering Persons with disabilities though Education a University of west Indies Experience (UWI Center for Disabilities Studies, Permanent Mission of Jamaica)
· Calling States to Account: The role of National Human Rights Institutions in Monitoring Implementation of the CRPD (Canadian Human Rights Commission International Coordinating Committee of National Institutions Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Harvard Project on Disability)
· Attitudes towards persons with disabilities in working life (Handisam, Swedish Agency for Disability Policy Coordination)
· Autism – Life Saving Awareness (Permanent Mission of Israel, the Eng Aja Eze Foundation and Alut- the Israeli Society for Autistic People)
· Implementing Article 24: Inclusive Education through International Cooperation (U.S. and Australian Governments: USAID and AusAID)
· DPO Collaboration to build UNCRPD capacity in the South Pacific (Pacific Disability Forum, United Kingdom Disabled People's Council (formerly British Council of Disabled People))
· Accessible Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) and Current Initiatives (GAATES (Global Alliance on Accessible Technologies and Environments))
· A conversation with users and survivors of psychiatry about our aspirations for the CRPD (WNUSP – World Network of Users and Survivors of Psychiatry)
· National and Regional Disability Strategies as Tools for Implementing the CRPD (Inclusion International and the Center for Disability Law and Policy, National University of Ireland Galway)
· Realizing Universal Suffrage: An Interactive Discussion on Challenges to Ensuring the Right to Vote for People with Disabilities (European Disability Forum (EDF), Human Rights Watch (HRW), Mental Disability Advocacy Centre (MDAC), Open Society Foundations (OSF))
· Disability Movement in the Arab World in the light of the Arab Spring (Arab Organization of Disabled People (AODP))
· Strengthening efforts to make development accessible and inclusive (Sightsavers/Royal Commonwealth Society for the Blind (on behalf of the International Disability and Development Consortium)

· Human Rights and Inclusive Policies for Children and Adolescents with Disabilities (Permanent Mission of Brazil to the United Nations)
· Fighting to End Institutionalization & Promote Community Inclusion: Voices of People with Disabilities from Kosovo and Mexico (Disability Rights International)
· Making It Work – From Good Practice to Good Policy (Handicap International)
Post-Conference feedback survey
The Secretariat would appreciate feedback and suggestions from Conference attendees (only) with a view to facilitate a more inclusive Conference that promotes information exchange and interaction between all stakeholders to further the implementation of the Convention. The Post-Conference feedback survey would help us improve the facilities and services at UN Headquarters, as well as develop the preparatory processes to conduct side-events at the Conference. The survey is available at http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/DTLR5KJ. If you have any trouble accessing the Survey, please download a MS Word version (http://www.un.org/disabilities/documents/COP/cosp4_feedback.doc) and return via email to Enable@un.org.

UPCOMING EVENTS
(We welcome information from the general public on key international disability events for inclusion in the list below.)
10 to 13 October: Disabled Peoples' International 8th World Assembly

The 8th DPI World Assembly will be held in Durban, South Africa, and include a one-day opening plenary session, followed by two days of working groups and will conclude with a final closing plenary session. More information: http://www.dpi2011.co.za/en/home. 

29 November to 1 December: 2nd Asia Pacific CBR Congress

The 2nd Asia Pacific Community-Based Rehabilitation (CBR) Congress will be held in Manila, Philippines. Topics on the agenda include the role of Disabled Persons Organizations (DPOs) in CBR, harmonizing the CRPD with domestic laws, accessibility, the WHO CBR Guidelines and more. More information: http://www.ncda.gov.ph. 

3 December: International Day of Persons with Disabilities 2011

This year, the Day will be commemorated under a general theme with supporting sub-themes to draw attention to key areas to mainstream disability in all development processes. The theme for 2011 is: “Together for a better world for all: Including persons with disabilities in development”. For sub-themes and more information: http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=1561. 
26-27 March: Pacific Rim International Conference on Disability and Diversity

Entitled, “Living to our Complete Potential”, the Conference Formerly called the Pacific Rim International Conference on Disabilities will he held at the Honolulu, HI: Hawaii Convention Center. Registration and Call for Proposals are now open! More information: http://www.pacrim.hawaii.edu or email cccrocke@hawaii.edu.

11 to 13 June 2012: Universal Design Conference 2012  

Universal design in public spaces is the main focus of the Conference to be held in Oslo, Norway. Topics to be addressed are issues related to universal design in planning, legislation, education, buildings, outdoor areas, information and communications technologies (ICT) and public transport. The Conference website will open for abstract submissions on 1 July 2011. More information: http://www.ud2012.no. 

17 to 21 September 2012: TRANSED 2012

The 13th International Conference on Mobility and Transport for Elderly and Disabled Persons (TRANSED 2012) will be held in New Delhi, India. More information: http://www.transed2012.in.
CONTACT INFORMATION

Secretariat for the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
Division for Social Policy and Development
United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA)
2 UN Plaza, DC2-1306, New York, NY 10017, USA.

Website: http://www.un.org/disabilities
Email: enable@un.org.
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/pages/United-Nations-Enable/196545623691523 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/UN_Enable 
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