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STATUS OF THE CRPD

157 ratifications/accessions and 159 signatories to the CRPD
87 ratifications/accessions and 92 signatories to its Optional Protocol (OP)
New Infographic on the status of the CRPD and COSP 

The new infographic provides a snapshot view of the status of the CRPD, its ratification and the Conference of States Parties (COSP). (http://www.un.org/disabilities/documents/COP/cosp8_infographic.jpg) 
NEWS FROM UN HEADQUARTERS

70th session of the UN General Assembly to adopt the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development in September at high-level Summit
Earlier this month, the 193 Member States of the United Nations reached agreement on the outcome document that will constitute the new 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. More than 150 Heads of State and Government are expected to attend the Sustainable Development Summit at UN Headquarters in New York from 25 to 27 September to formally adopt the new agenda. The negotiation process of the agenda spanned more than two years and has featured the unprecedented participation of civil society, including organizations of persons with disabilities. Disability is referenced in various parts of the new agenda and specifically in parts related to education, growth and employment, inequality, accessibility of human settlements, as well as data collection and monitoring, including seven targets that explicitly refer to persons with disabilities. During the high-level Summit, the Governments of Japan and China and other stakeholders will conduct disability-related side-events. (http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=1618). 
Changing the game for persons with disabilities in global development planning

A lack of disability data and statistics means that the situation and number of persons with disabilities are not clear to policy-makers and others responsible for development planning. The need for accurate data has been emphasized and pursued by the United Nations for over three decades. Increasingly, during the last decade, more data and information on disability have been collected by Governments, UN agencies and others, worldwide. It is encouraging to note that more data collection initiatives are adopting international recommendations and thus producing globally comparable data. This new convergence of political will and an increasing availability of disability data to help achieve the SDGs, presents a historic opportunity for the global community to leave no one behind, including individuals with disabilities. Read more in a DESA News article: (http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/news.html)  
Join in the online open consultations on SDG indicators

The Inter-agency and Expert Group on Sustainable Development Goal Indicators (IAEG-SDGs) is launching an online consultation that is open to civil society, academia and the private sector to seek their inputs on the development of an indicator framework for the 2030 agenda for sustainable development. This online open consultation will take place from 11 August to 7 September and follows a consultation initiated in March 2015 that requested inputs from stakeholders on a preliminary proposed list of indicators. Participants in this consultation are encouraged to submit their comments, proposals, and responses to the cross-cutting questions proposed by the IAEG-SDGs; and provide comments on the list of indicator proposals (as of 11 August 2015) currently under discussion by the IAEG-SDGs 

http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/iaeg-sdgs/open-consultation-stakeholders.html
Forum on disability inclusion and accessible urban development 

DESA will organize a three-day Forum with a focus on disability inclusion and accessible urban development in Nairobi from 28-30 October 2015. The Forum will be organized in close collaboration with UN-Habitat, the UN Economic Commission for Africa (ECA), the African Union Commission and civil society partners, including the African Disability Forum. The Forum will discuss ways to ensure that the world’s urban development agenda will be inclusive of and accessible to persons with disabilities. Discussions will also contribute to the preparatory processes leading to the Habitat III and its emerging “New Urban Agenda”. (http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?navid=15&pid=1624) 

International Day of Persons with Disabilities on 3 December
The International Day of Persons with Disabilities (IDPD) has been commemorated since 1992 to promote awareness and mobilize support for critical issues relating to the inclusion of persons with disabilities in society and development. The Day works to raise awareness about the benefits of an inclusive and accessible society for all. The estimated one billion people living with disabilities worldwide face many barriers to inclusion and do not have access to key aspects of society on an equal basis with others. This year's theme is: "Inclusion matters: Access and empowerment for people of all abilities" that seeks to reduce inequalities and remove barriers to equal participation for persons with disabilities in society. Sub-themes for IDPD 2015 are: (1) Making cities inclusive and accessible for all; (2) Improving disability data and statistics; and (3) Including persons with invisible disabilities in society and development. Events at UN Headquarters include events on the theme, as well as around the implementation of the 2030 agenda for sustainable development for persons with disabilities. (http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=1637) 
Call for films for UN Enable Film Festival

Each year, disability-related films are selected from films submitted from around the world are screened at UN Headquarters in New York for the United Nations Enable Film Festival (UNEFF). The films selected for UNEFF work to highlight an emerging or overlooked disability issue or present a disability perspective in a larger societal context or in diverse geographic and regional settings or highlight the human diversity of disability. Send us your short film if you think it can help achieve the objectives of the International Day of Persons with Disabilities and is suitable to be presented to a diverse international audience. Further details and submission guidelines are available at: Deadline: 20 November 2015. http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=1562. 
Send us your “images of ability” for photo exhibition at UN Headquarters
A photo exhibition “Images of ability” will be organized for IDPD 2015. Submissions for the photo exhibition are open to all, including professional photographers, except staff of the UN Secretariat and their families. Final images selected by a panel of judges will form part of a display exhibited at UN Headquarters in New York during the International Day of Persons with Disabilities on 3 December 2015 and be archived on the UN Enable website. Photographs may also be used for UN publications and other outreach efforts. See complete details and guidelines on our website. Deadline: 31 October 2015. (http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=1639) 
Share your plans for IDPD 2015 with people from around the world
You tell us! If you are commemorating the International Day of Persons with Disabilities in your community and would like to share an innovative idea that includes other stakeholders, such as your Government, a UN agency, an NGO/DPO or a community, please let us know about it. We will showcase the idea on our website to inform and inspire others to do the same. Please send your ideas to Enable@un.org. 
Promoting accessible tourism for all
Globally, the one billion persons with disabilities and their families present a huge potential market for travel and tourism. However, it still remains vastly under-served due to inaccessible travel and tourism facilities and services, as well as discriminatory policies and practices. A new resource on the UN Enable website provides a hub of key information to help better understand the issues of accessible tourism and also provides recommendations and resources to promote accessible tourism for all. (http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=1622) 

New resource on improving the image of disability in the media

Images and stories in the media can deeply influence public opinion and establish societal norms. Persons with disabilities are seldom covered in the media, and when they are featured, they are often negatively stereotyped and not appropriately represented. UN Enable has prepared a basic resource that presents key issues and provides resources to help better promote an accurate image and enhance the voice of persons with disabilities in the media. (http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=1638)
Framing Perceptions exhibit at UN Headquarters
An exhibition by Guardian photographer Graeme Robertson entitled “Framing Perceptions: Creating a world inclusive of persons with disabilities”, will be on display from 14 to 18 September at UN Headquarters (1st floor, Conference Building). With the support of UN DESA and the Permanent Mission of the Republic of Korea to the UN, the exhibition has been organized by the International Disability Alliance (IDA) and the International Disability and Development Consortium (IDDC). (http://www.sightsavers.org/framingperceptions/; #Imagine2030) 
NEWS FROM OTHER UN ENTITIES
OHCHR – 14th session of CRPD Committee

The 14th session of the CRPD Committee is currently underway in Geneva, Switzerland from 17 August to 4 September 2015. The Committee held dialogues with delegations from: Brazil, Gabon, Kenya, Mauritius, Qatar, Ukraine, and the European Union. The Committee also prepared a General Comment on Women with Disabilities (Article 6 of the CRPD), and received submissions from DPOs and others. (http://bit.ly/1MwLvfL)

OHCHR – A new position of an Independent Expert on Albinism

People with albinism often face great challenges to their rights such as being denied jobs or places at school and also extreme violence and loss of life, as there is a lucrative trade in body parts of persons with albinism in some countries for use in witchcraft. The Human Rights Council appointed Ikponwosa Ero to the new position of Independent Expert on Albinism as a way to focus attention and provide much needed information and discussion on the issue. The wide-ranging duties of the position include identifying, exchanging and promoting good practices; engaging in dialogue and consulting with States and stakeholders regarding the issue; and gathering information on violation of the rights of those living with albinism. (http://bit.ly/1KgcCwW) 
World Bank and WHO – Making mental health a global development priority
In April 2016, the World Bank Group and the World Health Organization will co-host a high-level meeting on global mental health entitled: ““Out of the shadows - Making Mental Health a Global Development Priority”, with a focus on depression and anxiety. The aim of the meeting is to move mental health from the margins to the mainstream of the global health agenda by raising its profile before Ministers of Finance, Health and, other high-level Government officials, UN agencies, international development aid agencies, foundations and private sector partners, and civil society. (http://bit.ly/1JA79yT). 
World Bank – Helping Deaf children in Vietnam communicate and access education

A World Bank administered project, funded by the Japanese Social Development Fund, has developed professional human resources for preschool education for the Deaf in Vietnam. The project "The Intergenerational Deaf Education Outreach Project" (IDEO) implemented by World Concern Development Organization trained more than 50 Deaf adults to become mentors to Deaf children, as well as about 200 hearing teachers in the use of sign language, so that they could support Deaf children more effectively. More than 50 hearing people were trained as communication facilitators or sign-language interpreters. (http://bit.ly/1IpgLXL) 

WIPO – Status of ratification of the Marrakesh Treaty 

On 29 July, Mexico became the 9th country to ratify The Marrakesh Treaty to Facilitate Access to Published Works for Persons Who Are Blind, Visually Impaired, or Otherwise Print Disabled (MVT), following Argentina, El Salvador, India, Mali, Paraguay, Singapore, the United Arab Emirates, and Uruguay. The MVT was adopted by the Member States of the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) on June 27, 2013.  The Treaty will take effect once it has been ratified by 20 signatories.  With Mexico’s ratification, the MVT is now almost at the halfway mark towards achieving its entry into force. (http://www.wipo.int/treaties/en/text.jsp?file_id=301016 and http://www.wipo.int/treaties/en/ip/marrakesh/summary_marrakesh.html)
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Please send information on major international disability events, for possible inclusion in the list below, to enable@un.org. Now also available on the UN Enable website:
http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=1627
17 August to 4 September: 14th session of the CRPD Committee

(http://bit.ly/1MwLvfL)   

9 to 11 September: Asia Pacific Autism Conference, Brisbane, Australia

(http://www.apac15.org.au) 
4 to 8 October: VI Africa Forum of the Institutional Development Program 

(http://www.perkins.org/international/africa/idp) 
8 October: World Sight Day

(http://www.iapb.org/advocacy/world-sight-day)  

10 October: World Mental Health Day

(http://www.who.int/mental_health/world-mental-health-day/en/) 
17 October: International Day for the Eradication of Poverty 2015

http://csonet.org/index.php?page=view&nr=304&type=13&menu=14  

10 December: Human Rights Day

(http://www.un.org/en/events/humanrightsday/)      

3 December: International Day of Persons with Disabilities

(http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=111)
21 March 2016: World Down Syndrome Day

http://www.un.org/en/events/downsyndromeday/ 

2 April 2016: World Autism Awareness Day
http://www.un.org/en/events/autismday/ 
11 to 13 April 2016: 9th World Assembly of Disabled People's International (DPI)

(www.disabledpeoplesinternational.org)
25 to 27 April 2016: VIII Latin-American Congress of the Blind, Montevideo

www.ulacdigital.org/montevideo2016 
23 to 24 May 2016: World Humanitarian Summit, Istanbul, Turkey

(https://www.worldhumanitariansummit.org)   
18 to 25 August, 2016: IX General Assembly of the World Blind Union

(http://www.worldblindunion.org/English/general-assembly/Pages/default.aspx) 
17 to 20 October 2016: Habitat III, UN Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban Development, Quito, Ecuador

(https://www.habitat3.org)
OTHER NEWS
(DISCLAIMER: The information below is provided by other stakeholders for informational purposes only. This does not constitute endorsement of, or an approval by, the United Nations of any of the products, services, or opinions of the organization or individual. The United Nations bears no responsibility for the accuracy, legality or content of their statements and opinions.)
Advocacy survey on the rights of women and girls with disabilities

Women Enabled International (WEI) has launched a survey to help create a first-ever map and report of the field of advocates for the rights of women and girls with disabilities globally. This project will provide an opportunity for collaboration and joint action among human rights advocates, both within and outside the disability rights and women's rights movements. WEI's Survey and Mapping project will provide a sense of the scope and depth of the growing global field of disabled women's rights organizations and advocates, and also serve as an empowering organizing tool to share strategies. (http://womenenabled.org/mapping.html)
DPI World Assembly in 2016 to focus on implementation of the SDGs

The 9th World Assembly of Disabled People's International (DPI) will be held in New Delhi from 11 to 13 April 2016. The focus of the Assembly will be on building human capital towards implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The event will provide an important opportunity for leadership-building of national grassroots disability movements, as well as to provide disability-perspective tools to effectively monitor implementation of SDGs at the national level. (www.disabledpeoplesinternational.org) 

“Right to Read” campaign and the Marrakesh Treaty 

The World Blind Union’s (WBU) “Right to Read” campaign calls for the universal ratification and implementation of the Marrakesh Treaty; a WIPO treaty that will help end the book famine for blind and print disabled peoples by changing current copyright laws to enable the legal reproduction of books into accessible formats (Braille, DAISY, large print, audio, etc.). (http://www.worldblindunion.org/English/our-work/our-priorities/Pages/right-2-read-campaign.aspx)  

Breaking the silence on silent cars

Silent cars pose a serious safety hazard to blind and partially sighted persons who rely on car sounds to know when it is safe to cross roads. The World Blind Union (WBU) is calling for Governments and regulators to establish a global standard and has prepared a Position Statement on this issue. The Statement highlights the need for a mandatory Audible Vehicle Alerting System (AVAS) that will ensure all silent and quiet vehicles (hybrids) have a minimum sound standard. The WBU works to ensure that all relevant parties take blind and partially-sighted persons’ needs into account at every stage of conception and design of new products and features. This enables the principles of universal and inclusive design, as called for in the CRPD, to be applied. (http://www.worldblindunion.org/English/resources/Pages/Policy-Papers.aspx). 
Conference on implementing the CRPD and inclusive post-2015 development framework in Latin America
To coincide with the adoption of the new 2030 agenda for sustainable development in September, the International Disability Alliance, in partnership with the United Nations Partnership to Promote the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UN PRPD) and the support of UNICEF, will hold a conference in Sao Paulo, Brazil from 22 to 24 October. The Conference will work to foster regional dialogue to develop common understanding on the implementation of the UN CRPD and an inclusive new global development framework. Participants at the conference will include national, regional and global stakeholders in Latin America, including Governments, intergovernmental organisations, UN agencies and UN country teams, organisations of persons with disabilities (DPOs) and their families. (http://www.internationaldisabilityalliance.org/en/article/ida-latin-america-conference-october-2015) 
PDF CRPD Resource Team mobilizing for change in the Pacific

The Pacific Disability Forum (PDF) CRPD Resource Team will facilitate a training workshop on CRPD awareness and legislative compliance from 22 to 24 September in the Republic of Marshall Islands. Participants in the training include representatives of Government ministries, Marshall Islands Disabled People's Organisation (MIDPO) and other CSO’s. In 2012, the PDF established an eight member CRPD Resource Team with leaders and advocates with disabilities from eight Pacific Island countries. The PDF Resource Team works with Governments in the Region, CSO’s and the private sector to provide a better understanding of the CRPD. (Simione Bula, infor@pacificdisability.org)
Accessible living and tourism projects in Turkey and the Black Sea region 

Using a holistic developmental approach, the World Disability Union (WDU) brings together individuals from legal offices, non-governmental and governmental organizations, and other institutions that work in the field of disability, to improve the lives of persons with disabilities. WDU recently collaborated with the International Accessible Living Complex (IITC) and is working within the principles of the CRPD to raise awareness and within the priority issues of education, rehabilitation, health, accessibility, sports and culture. Investments in projects are forecasted to implement the CRPD, such as accessible living complexes in key metropolitan municipalities and accessible tourism in the Black Sea region. (WDU: http://worlddisabilityunion.org and ITTC: http://ittc.com.tr. Sinem Bas, dev@devturkiye.org)

Highlighting education for children with disabilities in South Africa 

With over half a million children with disabilities estimated to be out of school in South Africa, and many more experiencing unequal access to quality education, Human Rights Watch (HRW) has published research and created a video on the equal right to education. Based on over 130 interviews, most of them with parents, children, and young adults with disabilities, HRW found that children with disabilities face multiple barriers when trying to enter and complete basic education. HRW proposes ways to address these gaps in education, through better data collection, resource allocation and information on the right to education for children with disabilities and their families, as well as policy reform to ensure access to mainstream schools. (http://bit.ly/1EAyhIj; Elin Martinez, martine@hrw.org or Shantha Rau Barriga barrigs@hrw.org) 
Working with DPOs in Ghana to change national laws

Government stakeholders, DPOs, human rights actors, Disability Rights Fund (DRF) representatives, and the Business Sector Advocacy Challenge Fund (BUSAC) met on August 19 to consider amendments to the Ghana Persons with Disability Act of 2006 (Act 715) as part of the domestication of rights outlined in the CRPD. A coalition of national DPOs headed by Ghana Federation for the Disabled (GFD) led consultations with wider disability movement on amendments to the Bill towards full realization of the CRPD in Ghana. (http://www.disabilityrightsfund.org; http://drafund.org) 

CONTACT INFORMATION

Secretariat for the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

Division for Social Policy and Development (DSPD)
Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA)

S-2906, United Nations Headquarters, New York, NY 10017, USA.
BE INFORMED! GET INVOLVED!

Facebook: www.facebook.com/pages/United-Nations-Enable/196545623691523   

Twitter: http://twitter.com/UN_Enable 
Website: www.un.org/disabilities  

Email: enable@un.org  
Call for volunteers to translate the UN Enable newsletter in other languages
Be informed! Get involved! Volunteer your time to translate the UN Enable newsletter in an official UN language: French, Russian, Arabic and Chinese or your own local language. More information: http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=1626. 

---
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