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STATUS OF THE CRPD

163 ratifications/accessions and 160 signatories to the CRPD

88 ratifications/accessions and 92 signatories to its Optional Protocol (OP)
Brunei Darussalam ratified the CRPD on 11 April.

Update on the 9th session of the Conference of States Parties 

The 9th session of the Conference of States Parties (COSP) to the CRPD will be held from 14 to 16 June 2016 at UN Headquarters in New York. The overarching theme of this year's session is "Implementing the 2030 development agenda for all persons with disabilities: Leaving no one behind". The sub-themes are: i) Eliminating poverty and inequality for all persons with disabilities; ii) Promoting the rights of persons with mental and intellectual disabilities; iii) Enhancing accessibility to information and technology and inclusive development; and iv) Celebrating the 10th anniversary of the adoption of the CRPD. This year’s session will include a general debate, three thematic round table discussions. Application for side-events (closes: 15 May) and online NGO Registration (closes: 1 June) are currently available on the UN Enable website. The provisional agenda and draft programme are posted on the UN Enable website. Background documents and other information will continue to be posted on the UN Enable website, as well. (http://bit.ly/crpdcosp9)

CRPD Committee elections

The Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities is composed of 18 independent experts. In accordance with article 34, paragraph 7, the term of nine of the members elected will expire on 31 December 2016. At this year’s COSP, elections will be conducted for nine members of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities to replace those whose terms are due to expire in December 2016. (http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRPD/Pages/Elections2016.aspx) 

NEWS FROM UN HEADQUARTERS
PGA meeting on the follow-up to the HLMDD (13 June 2016)
The President of the UN General Assembly (PGA) will organise a panel discussion to follow up on the status of and progress made towards the realization of the development goals for persons with disabilities in relation to the follow-up to the High-level Meeting of the General Assembly on Disability and Development (HLMDD, 23 September 2013) and to the principles of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, as noted in General Assembly resolution 69/142. The panel discussion will take place on 13 June 2016 at UN Headquarters in New York. (www.un.org/disabilities) 
NGO participation at the 2016 HLPF at UN Headquarters

The 2016 High Level Political Forum (HLPF) will be held in New York from 11 to 20 July 2016 under the auspices of ECOSOC. The theme for the session will be "Ensuring that no one is left behind" (https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/hlpf). UN DESA will provide travel support and daily subsistence allowance to a limited number of representatives of Major Groups and Other stakeholders from developing countries to attend the HLPF (Persons with disabilities are considered under “Other” groups). Qualified representatives are invited to indicate their interest to receive funding support by completing the form no later than midnight (NY time) on Wednesday, 11 May 2016: http://goo.gl/forms/ANG7CiNfXb. The final selection of funded participants will be made by UN DESA's Division for Sustainable Development (DSD) in collaboration with the steering group of the MGoS HLPF Coordination Mechanism taking into account, inter alia, balanced representation of constituencies, gender, age and geographic regions (for further information please see: https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/majorgroups/hlpf). Also, please note that in order to participate in the HLPF, nominees must register using the following link: http://bit.ly/1q0x0sw. Registration is available for ECOSOC accredited organisations and organisations on the CSD Roster.

Monitoring and Evaluating Disability-inclusive Development

The second meeting of the Global Network on Monitoring and Evaluation for Disability-Inclusive Development (MEDD) took place from 3 to 4 May at UN Headquarters in New York. The meeting provided an opportunity to share information on the situation of persons with disabilities in economic and social development, as well as to identify collaborations for the production of the 2018 UN flagship report on disability and development. The MEDD is an informal Network that reviews progress made in disability-inclusive monitoring and evaluation for disability-inclusive development, particularly in the context of the 2030 Agenda. The meeting was attended by experts, researchers and practitioners from Member States, the UN system, academic institutions, NGOs, particularly disabled persons’ organizations (DPOs), and development partners with experience and expertise in the areas of monitoring and evaluation of the implementation of international development goals, as well as policy analysis for disability-inclusive development. (http://bit.ly/1rEsPnT) 
Disability and the Japan and Ecuador earthquakes

Last month, a series of massive earthquakes and aftershocks hit southern Japan from 14 to 18 April. Two days after the first earthquake, a major earthquake hit northern Ecuador. Experience reveals that persons with disabilities are more likely to be left behind or abandoned during evacuation in disasters and emergencies due to a lack of preparation and planning, as well as inaccessible facilities, services and transportation systems. The success of the Third World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction that was convened in Sendai in March 2015, has left an important legacy and vital influence and impact on disaster risk reduction and humanitarian actions for persons with disabilities. Under the guidance of the Sendai Framework, Governments and a number of disabled peoples’ organizations and civil society organizations have responded to the earthquakes in Japan and in Ecuador to provide relief and recovery services that are accessible to persons with disabilities and other at-risk people in the affected communities. (http://bit.ly/1SGKnK6)
World Humanitarian Summit 


DESA DSPD Forum on Disability-Inclusive Humanitarian Action at the World Humanitarian Summit
DESA DSPD is organising a forum on disability-inclusive humanitarian action in Istanbul on 22 May 2016, in the lead up to the World Humanitarian Summit as a technical contribution to the Special Session on disability to be held during the Summit. The Forum will provide a timely opportunity for decision-makers, experts, civil society and actors in humanitarian work to have an open and in-depth discussion on challenges and opportunities in advancing disability inclusive humanitarian action.  The Forum will also facilitate sharing of experiences and good practices, including by reviewing and building on lessons learned from the Sendai process and experiences in disability-inclusive disaster reduction (DiDRR), as well as existing disability-inclusive efforts at local, national and international levels. The Forum will offer an opportunity to discuss next steps in strengthening disability-inclusive humanitarian action. (https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/issues/whs.html)  
Stakeholders plan to promote inclusion at World Humanitarian Summit

An informal coalition of Member States, UN agencies, as part of the Inter-Agency Support Group for the CRPD (IASG), and civil society organizations are collaborating to prepare for a Special Session on inclusion of persons with disabilities in humanitarian action at the forthcoming World Humanitarian Summit to be held in Istanbul from 23 to 24 May 2016. The Special Session will serve as a forum to launch a Charter on Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities in Humanitarian Action. The Charter will galvanize political commitment to act and will be complemented by an action plan outlining key steps needed. For more information, please contact: disability.session@whsummit.org  or for UN Agencies: Kirstin Lange, IASG/UNHCR: lange@unhcr.org; NGOs/CSOs: Camille Gosselin, Handicap International: cgosselin@handicap-international.org. (https://www.worldhumanitariansummit.org)

HABITAT III

Disability and accessible and inclusive urban development 

This October, Habitat III – the United Nations Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban Development – will take place in Ecuador to design a transformative and inclusive “New Urban Agenda” for the world cities, in the next two decades. Habitat III would provide an important opportunity for the world’s urban policy-makers and practitioners, as well as those working in the field of disability to review current progress and practices and consider opportunities for change. On 6 May, Habitat III Zero Draft of the New Urban Agenda was released prior to the forthcoming negotiations of the outcome document of Habitat III. The draft which consists of two major parts, including (1) Quito Declaration on Cities for All and (2) Quito Implementation Plan for the New Urban Agenda will be negotiated by Member States in three rounds of “ Informal intergovernmental meetings” in New York ( 18 to 20 May, 8 to 10 June and 29 June to 1 July),  before being presented to the 3rd session of the Preparatory Committee for Habitat III (25 to 27 July, Surabaya, Indonesia) and Habitat III in Quito that opens on 17 October. The New Urban Agenda is expected to guide the sustainable and inclusive development of the world’s cities for next 20 years. More information at: https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/news/uncategorized/urban-dialogue-on-the-zero-draft-of-the-new-urban-agenda.html. 
Urban Dialogue on the Zero Draft of the New Urban Agenda

The UN Habitat III opened an online Urban Dialogue to solicit public views and inputs, which will take place in three phases, from 9 May to 8 July, 2016, in parallel with informal inter-governmental meetings and stakeholder hearings taking place in New York. The first phase of online Urban Dialogue began on 9 May and will close on 23 May. Interested individuals and organisations, especially disability-representative organizations, experts and practitioners in urban development, policy-makers and other stakeholders from around the world are invited to take advantage of this opportunity to share inputs on the zero draft of the New Urban Agenda via the following link: https://www.habitat3.org/the-new-urban-agenda/intersessional2. 
#Envison2030 – SDG 11: Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable

Imagine the world in 2030, fully inclusive of persons with disabilities!  How can SDG 11 that aims to make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable, be achieved by 2030? Forward your comments, suggestions, references and/or new information to enable@un.org or follow @UNEnable on Facebook and Twitter and use hashtag ‪#‎Envision2030‬ to join the global conversation! (https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/envision2030-goal11.html) 

NEWS FROM OTHER UN ENTITIES
OHCHR – Special Rapporteur assess the situation of persons with disabilities in Zambia
The Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities of the Human Rights Council, Ms. Catalina Devandas-Aguilar, concluded her first official visit to Zambia from 18 to 28 April 2016. The Special Rapporteur visited the cities of Lusaka and Ndola, where she met with senior Government officials, and held discussions with persons with disabilities and their representative organizations, other civil society actors, the UN system, and international cooperation actors. She also identified urgent challenges to be addressed in the disparities between rural and urban areas, the protection of persons with albinism, of women and girls with disabilities against sexual violence, and the situation of persons with psychosocial or intellectual disabilities. To view the Special Rapporteur’s full end-of-mission statement, please follow the link: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=19890&LangID=E.
ECLAC – Institutional and legal frameworks of disability in Ecuador 

The Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean announces the publication of a study on persons with disabilities in the region. The publication: “Institucionalidad y marco legislativo de la discapacidad en Ecuador” is available in Spanish and can be downloaded at: http://www.cepal.org/es/publicaciones/institucionalidad-marco-legislativo-la-discapacidad-ecuador. 

UNICEF – Inclusive Communication Module 

Based on the UNICEF Disability Orientation, the UNICEF Inclusive Communication Module is a dynamic and engaging video training module. Through the module, participants learn to use appropriate terminology when communicating about children with disabilities, confidently interact with persons with disabilities, develop materials and organize meetings that are inclusive of and accessible to people with disabilities. The training module is divided into three chapters of 15-20 minutes each, and contains examples from over 30 country offices. The videos include several accessibility features, such as sign language interpretation, audio description, and closed captioning.

(http://www.unicef.org/disabilities/index_90418.html)  

ITU – Accessible Americas III: Information and Communication for ALL

Organized by ITU and the Telecommunication Federal Institute (IFT) of Mexico, Accessible Americas III will focus on the importance of promoting accessibility policies; motivating policymakers of these policies, regulators and industries; and encouraging all the stakeholders concerned to work together with persons with disabilities in the expansion and inclusion of accessibility in all processes: legal framework; public access to ICTs; movable communications; television and video programming accessibility; web accessibility, mobile telephony, and public procurement of accessible ICTs. The event will take place from 28 to 30 November 2016 in Mexico City at the Marriott Reforma Hotel. (http://www.itu.int/go/regitud) 

UNESCO – Digital Empowerment – Access to Information and Knowledge using ICTs for Persons with Disabilities

UNESCO has released a new document that provides an overview of its work in promoting digital inclusion of persons with disabilities. The action plan is centred around thematic priorities - research, development of policies and strategies, building an enabling environment, raising awareness and development of appropriate tools and resources, as well as capacity building. The document demonstrates UNESCO’s commitment to provide an adequate response to the needs of persons with disabilities to access information and knowledge using ICTs. It also provides a list of activities undertaken by UNESCO at its Headquarters and Field offices, as well as those carried out in collaboration with UN system organizations, Governments, academia, civil society and other public and private sector organizations. (http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0024/002445/244543E.pdf)

UN Independent Expert on Albinism – In Malawi, people with albinism face "total extinction"

“Persons with albinism, and parents of children with albinism, constantly live in fear of attack,” said Ikponwosa Ero, the UN Independent Expert on the rights of persons with albinism, at the end of her first official visit to Malawi. The UN News report noted that Ms. Ero warned that the atrocities faced by persons with albinism in Malawi render them an endangered people group facing a risk of systemic extinction over time, if nothing is done. Ms. Ero also welcomed the launching of the Government’s Response Plan of 2015 and commended its content, highlighting the need for adequate resources to implement the plan. (http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=53820#.Vyt68IQrJD9) 

UNITAR – e-learning course on human rights-based approach to disability

In 2015, UNITAR, with the support of the UN Inter-Agency Support Group for the Convention (IASG), developed and launched the e-learning course “The Human Rights-Based Approach to Disability”. The 5-week online course introduces a human rights-based approach to disability and presents a way to apply it. It also helps trainees better understand core aspects of the CRPD, with a particular focus on anti-discrimination and participation. The online course is followed by a 3-day interactive workshop to stimulate attitudinal change towards disability inclusion and discuss practical implications of this new approach. French and Spanish versions of the course will be launched on 13 June 2016. (e-dcp@unitar.org; http://www.unitar.org/dcp/human-rights-based-approach-disability-0) 

CALENDAR OF INTERNATIONAL DISABILITY EVENTS
Please send us information on major international disability events, for possible inclusion in the list below, to enable@un.org. Now also available on the UN Enable website at http://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/calendar.html.
2016

22 May: DESA Public Forum on Disability-Inclusive Humanitarian Action, Istanbul, Turkey

(https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/issues/whs.html) 
23 to 24 May: World Humanitarian Summit, Istanbul, Turkey

(www.worldhumanitariansummit.org) 
25 May: Meeting of the UN Inter-Agency Support Group to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
(http://bit.ly/crpd-iasg)   
13 June: International Albinism Awareness Day

(www.un.org/en/events/albinismday/)
13 to 14 June 2016: M-Enabling Summit, Washington, D.C., USA

(http://www.m-enabling.com/) 

13 June: Panel on follow-up to the High-level Meeting of the General Assembly on Disability and Development, organized by the PGA
(Details forthcoming)  

14 to 16 June: 9th session of the Conference of States Parties to the CRPD

(http://bit.ly/crpdcosp9)  

25 to 27 July: Habitat III - 3rd session of the Preparatory Committee, Surabaya, Indonesia
(https://www.habitat3.org/the-new-urban-agenda/preparatory-committee)

18 to 25 August: IX General Assembly of the World Blind Union

(www.worldblindunion.org/English/general-assembly/Pages/default.aspx)
7 to 18 September: 2016 Paralympic Games, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

(http://www.paralympic.org/rio-2016)  
27 to 29 September: 2nd CBR World Congress, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

(http://www.2ndcbrworldcongress.com/)
16 October: DESA DSPD Forum on Accessible and Disability Inclusive Urban Development, Quito, Ecuador 

(www.un.org/disabilities) 
17 to 20 October: HABITAT III, UN Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban Development, Quito, Ecuador

(www.habitat3.org)
25 to 27 October: 23rd Rehabilitation International (RI) World Congress, Edinburgh, UK

(http://www.riglobal.org/save-the-date-ri-world-congress-2016) 

3 December: International Day of Persons with Disabilities

(http://bit.ly/undisabilityidpd)
22-26 May 2017: UNISDR Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction 
(http://www.unisdr.org/conferences/2017/globalplatform)

8 to 10 November 2017: 3rd International Conference of the World Federation of the Deaf, Budapest, Hungary

(golob@congressline.hu, http://wfdbudapest2017.com)
24 to 26 May 2017: UNISDR Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction and Disabilities

(http://www.unisdr.org/conferences/2017/globalplatform) 

OTHER NEWS
(DISCLAIMER: The information below is provided by other stakeholders for informational purposes only. This does not constitute endorsement of, or an approval by, the United Nations of any of the products, services, or opinions of the organization or individual. The United Nations bears no responsibility for the accuracy, legality or content of their statements and opinions.)
DPI concludes landmark 9th World Assembly in India 

Disabled People's International (DPI) successfully concluded its 9th World Assembly on 13 April 2016 in New Delhi, India. With over 200 people with disabilities participating from nearly 70 countries, the event was one of the most historic, path-breaking World Assemblies in the history of DPI. Members deliberated on issues of disability-inclusive development, a greater say in the SDGs, importance of data collection, and resurgence of 800 million people with disabilities from the Global South to have a voice that is heard at global disability platforms. The substance of these discussions has been compiled in the "Delhi Declaration" that was adopted at the closing of this World Assembly. Affirming that data will be crucial for the effective monitoring and evaluation of disability inclusive development, DPI has called for a “disability data revolution”. DPI has also underscored that SDGs and CRPD are not mutually exclusive of each other. DPI called upon all supranational institutions and Governments to take forward the important task of implementation of CRPD by creating laws, policies, and setting aside adequate budgets. The Prime Minister of India, Narendra Modi sent a personal message to DPI, in which he noted that it was imperative that people with disabilities were included in global efforts to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals by 2030, particularly the eradication of extreme poverty. For more updates and photos of the 4 day event, please visit DPI's official website: www.disabledpeoplesinternational.org. 

IDA: Submission of HLPF position paper on persons with disabilities
The International Disability Alliance (IDA) coordinated the preparation of a position paper from persons with disabilities entitled: “Ensuring that No one is Left Behind”. The paper was submitted to the High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF) for the global follow-up and review platform for the Sustainable Development Goals. The paper aims to reflect the views of persons with disabilities and will be an official document in support of the work of the HLPF. The paper received endorsements from 320 from national, regional and global civil society organizations, in the two weeks between the finalising of the paper and its submission. (http://www.internationaldisabilityalliance.org/en/article/ensuring-no-one-left-behind-hlpf-submission-persons-diabilities).
PDF collaborates with local DPO to assess cyclone’s impact on persons with disabilities in Fiji 

Pacific Disability Forum (PDF) in partnership with Fiji Disabled People’s Federation assessed category 5 severe Tropical Cyclone Winston’s impact and, gauges the inclusiveness of humanitarian response concerning persons with disabilities in Fiji. Assessments were conducted in Fiji’s Central, Western, Northern and Eastern Maritime division. The assessment revealed that persons with disabilities in affected areas are in need of food, water, shelter and replacement of livelihood tools. Furthermore, there is also a need for assistive devices, hygiene kits, water tanks and school packs for children with disabilities. The assessment funded by UNICEF, further indicated that approximately 70 percent of persons with disabilities now live in makeshift homes and tents. 

For more information email Simione Bula on infor@pacificdisability.org. 

Inclusive education conference: Call for papers on good practice

From 6 to 8 December 2016, Plan International will convene a conference on inclusive education in Nepal. Submissions of good practice in inclusive education are being accepted that will be presented at the conference. The conference will emphasize the important links between inclusive education and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Plan International welcomes good practice submissions from organisations that have demonstrated experience in disability inclusive programming related to the right to education, including technical and vocational education initiatives. Applications can be written in Word format and sent to gillian.quinn@plan-international.org OR can be completed online. The online application is available in English (https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/H5GBT2T), French (https://fr.surveymonkey.com/r/P25X8BX) and Spanish (https://es.surveymonkey.com/r/P32C6TN). All applications must be submitted by 23 May 2016. Shortlisted applications will be reviewed by a Selection Committee which is comprised of Plan International staff and external partners including the UN Partnership to Promote the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNPRPD). (https://plan-international.org/) 
Call for Papers: Intersecting Indigeneity, Colonisation and Disability 

There is growing global recognition of the role of disability in shaping the lives of Indigenous peoples and the significance of having an Indigenous cultural identity in shaping the lived experience of people with disabilities from Indigenous backgrounds. The special issue of Disability and the Global South journal seeks to open a space for critical debates and reflections on the issues and challenges of bringing together Indigeneity and disability as an intersecting identity. The overall aim is to question and challenge existing approaches to modern understandings of disability, how it is regulated, governed and experienced once the cultural identity of being Indigenous. Those wishing to submit an article, please email an ABSTRACT to Karen Soldatic (ajks123@bigpond.com) and John Gilroy (john.gilroy@sydney.edu.au). Please insert ‘Submission for Intersecting Indigeneity and Disability Special Issue’ in the subject line.

Manuscripts will be sent anonymously for double peer review, and comments and recommendations relayed to authors through the editors. Deadline for ABSTRACT submission: 1 September 2016. (www.dgsjournal.org)
Call for Papers: Special Issue on Electronic and Mobile Mental Health in the Psychiatric Rehabilitation Context: Theory, Research, Practice and Policy

The editors of Psychiatric Rehabilitation Journal are soliciting papers for a special issue that will be devoted to the topic of research on electronic (e) and mobile (m) mental health as it pertains to people with psychiatric disabilities and behavioural health conditions. High quality research is sought on the impact of e and m Mental Health platforms and applications on efficacy, quality, access, cost and utilization of psychiatric rehabilitation services, behavioural health and mental health, quality of life, well-being and social inclusion of people with psychiatric disabilities and behavioural health conditions, as well as ethical aspects. Guest Editors Amir Tal, PhD., Research and Development Director, Shekulo Tov, Israel and John Torous, MD, Departments of Psychiatry and Clinical Informatics, Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center, Harvard Medical School will oversee the special issue. The deadline for submission of papers is 1 July 2016. The full call for papers can be found in this link: http://www.apa.org/pubs/journals/prj/call-for-papers-electronic-mobile-mental-health.aspx. 
Zero Project launches call for nominations of Innovative Policies 2017 on Employment 

Work forms an inseparable and inherent part of human dignity. The Zero Project launched a call for nominating innovative laws and policies to promote labour market and work environments, which are inclusive and accessible to all persons with disabilities that enable an equal contribution to society. The Project in 2017 will focus on work, employment, and vocational education and training. Submissions are requested for innovative policies that advance employment of persons with disabilities. (http://bit.ly/21chCHb or i.heindorf@zeroproject.org) 
Zero Project: Wayfindr – Innovative Practices 2016 on Education and ICT

In its Innovative Practices 2016 on Education and ICT, Zero Project featured Wayfindr, a new innovation that is empowering vision impaired people to travel independently through the creation of an Open Standard for Audio Wayfinding. The standard helps the makers of wayfinding products to create experiences that are consistent, seamless, and reliable. Moreover, the implementation of such a standard will empower vision-impaired people to move independently throughout their various environments – whether completing day-to-day tasks or exploring new places around the world – by giving them access to reliable, consistent directions from their smart phones and other devices. Wayfindr will also be leading the way in the installation of Beacon technology in underground rail networks that will open up fully independent travel in cities to vision-impaired people. (http://zeroproject.org/practice/uk-royal-london-society-for-blind-people-rlsb/)

New websites

Rehabilitation International: http://www.riglobal.org 

Disability Rights Fund: http://www.disabilityrightsfund.org 

CONTACT INFORMATION

Secretariat for the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

Division for Social Policy and Development (DSPD)
Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA)

S-2906, United Nations Headquarters, New York, NY 10017, USA.
BE INFORMED! GET INVOLVED!

Facebook: www.facebook.com/pages/United-Nations-Enable/196545623691523   

Twitter: http://twitter.com/UN_Enable 
Website: www.un.org/disabilities  
Email: enable@un.org  
Call for volunteers to translate the UN Enable newsletter in other languages
Volunteer your time to translate the UN Enable newsletter in an official UN language or your own local language. More information: http://bit.ly/enablenewslettervolunteer  
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