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ENABLE NEWSLETTER

April 2014

The United Nations Enable Newsletter is prepared by the Secretariat for the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (DSPD/DESA) with input from UN offices, agencies, funds and programmes, as well as from civil society organizations, including organizations of persons with disabilities. It is also available online at: www.un.org/disabilities.

In this issue:

- Status of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD)

- Highlights from the Secretariat for the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

- Highlights from the UN system

- Upcoming calendar of events

- Other news

STATUS OF THE CRPD

143 ratifications and 158 signatories to the CRPD

80 ratifications and 92 signatories to its Optional Protocol (OP)

Georgia ratified the Convention on 13 March 2014 

Andorra ratified the Convention on 11 March 2014 

Andorra ratified the Optional Protocol on 11 March 2014 

Japan ratified the Convention on 20 January 2014 

Côte d'Ivoire ratified the Convention on 10 January 2014

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE SECRETARIAT FOR THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES
Follow-up: implementation of the UN General Assembly High-level Meeting on Disability and Development
Meeting of the Informal Network on Disability Statistics for Inclusive Development (4 March, 2014)
SCRPD organized this meeting in conjunction with the 45th session of the Statistical Commission. Approximately twenty experts from national statistical offices and the UN system as well as representatives from Permanent Missions to the UN discussed the current status of data and statistics with regard to persons with disabilities. Deliberations focused on how to better coordinate collection and analysis of disability data among UN agencies; on how to improve data collection and analysis; on how to strengthen national capacity; and on the roles for collaboration. SCRPD will provide follow-up on its web-site and the inter-agency online discussions will also provide input for preparations for an expert group meeting on "Disability data and statistics", which is planned for the summer of 2014. http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=1515
Call for experts to SCRPD/UNESCO Expert Group Meeting on Disability Data and Statistics, Monitoring and Evaluation toward Disability inclusive Development Agenda toward 2015 and beyond
SCRPD/UNESCO plans a meeting of experts in Paris, France in July 2014 to develop policy recommendations to prompt work by the international system and national statistics agencies to address data gaps and revise methods of data collection, synthesis and reporting, with a view to improve coverage of topics, timeliness and data comparability taking into account the specific situation of persons with disabilities. For the meeting SCRPD asks for suggestions of experts who have experience in disability research, data collection and analysis, statistics, indicator development, quantitative and qualitative surveying as well as empirical monitoring and evaluation of disability policies. Kindly send us your suggestions by April 4, 2014.

New approaches to poverty eradication among women with disabilities - full access to financial services and products (19 March, 2014)
This event was held during the 58th session of the Commission on the Status of Women. Financial inclusion is an important tool for poverty reduction and development, especially for marginalized social groups. For women with disabilities, access to financial services and products contributes to empowerment and to the unlocking of their productivity. A panel was moderated by Ms. Stephanie Ortoleva and included the following participants: Ms. Daniela Bas, Director of DSPD who made a presentation on "Financial inclusion of women with disabilities", Ms. Theresia Degener, Ms. Lakshmi Puri, Ms. Asha Hans. The side event was co-organized by the Permanent Mission of Germany, UN Women and DSPD/DESA.
Public events on disability
World Down Syndrome Day (WDSD) (21 March, 2014)
The Day was commemorated at UN Headquarters under the theme "Health and Wellbeing -- Access and Equality for All". WDSD was organized by the Missions of Australia, Brazil, India, Japan and Poland as well as by UNICEF, WHO, UN-DESA, Down Syndrome International and the International Disability Alliance. Ambassadors and the Director of DSPD were panellists during the opening session. Four panel discussions on "Equal access - addressing healthcare without discrimination, bias, or misinformation at the marco and micro level", "Equal care - common health concerns faced by persons with Down syndrome and medical best practices", "Equal research emphasis - areas of promise; latest DS research; DS and Alzheimer's Disease" and "Equal prospects - importance of physical and mental care" followed. WDSD was attended by representatives from Permanent Missions, from civil society organizations and by UN staff. www.worlddownsyndromeday.org
World Down Syndrome Day: Adecco Foundation's campaign
On the occasion of this year’s World Down Syndrome Day, Pablo Pineda and the Adecco Foundation Spain issued a message to raise awareness about the situation of people with Down syndrome in Spain that calls for acceptance, respect and inclusion. Pablo Pineda, actor and the first person with Down syndrome in Europe to obtain a university degree, has been Adecco Foundation's ambassador over the past four years for the inclusion of people with disabilities in the workplace. In his message, he calls for more inclusive education, a labour market that doesn't discriminate on the basis of disability and for a "yes to life".

http://www.businessanddisability.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=178%3Aadecco-down-syndrome&catid=45%3Aarchive&Itemid=225&lang=en
World Autism Awareness Day 2014 (1-2 April, 2014)
World Autism Awareness Day was designated by General Assembly resolution 62/139 adopted on 18 December 2007. The Day raises awareness of autism on all levels of society and encourages participation of Member States, civil society, private and public organizations and the UN system. A message of the Secretary-General has been delivered each year on that Day. On April 1, Autism Speaks together with the Permanent Missions of Bangladesh, Chile, India, Nigeria, Qatar, the United States of America organized two panels on “Autism: awareness to action”. The film El Pozo (e. The Well) was also shown on April 1 at 6pm during which representatives of the Permanent Mission of Argentina to the UN will be present. A "Meet the Author” (sponsored by UN-DPI) of Drawing Autism (Jill Mullin) will start the Day on April 2, at the North Lobby of the Secretariat Building (12-1pm). After that, a film screening (sponsored by the Permanent Missions of Italy and Argentina) of the documentary Ocho pasos adelante (e. Eight Steps Forward) will commence (1-3pm), which will be followed by a Q&A. The film's director (Selene Colombo), the Permanent Representatives of Italy (H.E. Mr. Sebastiano Cardi) and Argentina (H.E. Ms. María Cristina Perceval) and the Director of the Division for Social Policy and Development, DESA (Ms. Daniela Bas) will be present. A keynote address by Mr. Ron Suskind, a Pulitzer Prize winning journalist and senior fellow at Harvard University on his book Living Animated will precede two panel discussions on "Legal Instruments" and "Inclusion in Practice" on the theme of "Opening Doors to Inclusive Education". For more information: http://www.un.org/en/events/autismday/index.shtml
HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE UN SYSTEM

High-Level Side Event entitled "Break barriers, Open doors": the importance of inclusive education" (5 March 2014)
In the context of the Human Rights Council's 25th session, OHCHR organized jointly with UNICEF, the International Disability Alliance, Finland, Mexico, Morocco, New Zealand, and Spain this side-event. It contributed to the understanding of inclusive education as a means to realize the universal right to education without discrimination of any kind. Particular emphasis was put on accessibility, reasonable accommodation, equalization of opportunities and support needed to ensure an inclusive approach to education.
Human Rights Council’s annual interactive debate on the right to education of persons with disabilities (19 March 2014)

The panel stressed the right to education as a fundamental right which has to be realised on an equal basis for all. There was consensus that the only way to move forward in non-discrimination in education is through a systemic transformation towards inclusive quality education, in line with article 24 of the CRPD, based on the promotion and value of diversity. Further, the panel and the interactive debate with States and other stakeholders that followed highlighted the need for international cooperation and an ambitious post-2015 development agenda which reflects the rights of persons with disabilities and has an inclusive education goal. 

Human Rights Council adopts a resolution (draft res. L.30) on the right to education of persons with disabilities to education (28 March 2014)
The resolution: 

· Calls upon States parties to the CRPD to adopt and implement appropriate measures, including legislative measures, to ensure that persons with disabilities enjoy the right to education without discrimination and on the basis of equal opportunity, by ensuring an inclusive education system at all levels and life-long learning, in accordance with the CRPD. 

· Recognises the need to further strengthen the process of developing inclusive education systems including by giving due consideration to inclusive education in the process of the elaboration of the post-2015 development agenda, and underlines the importance of closely consulting with and actively involving persons with disabilities and their representative organisations in the process of the elaboration of the emerging post-2015 agenda. 

· Decides that its next annual interactive debate on the rights of persons with disabilities, held at its 28th session, will focus on article 19 of the Convention on living independently and being included in the community, and requests the High Commissioner to prepare its annual study on the rights of persons with disabilities in the same article. 

· Welcomes the appointment of the Secretary General Special Envoy on Disability and Accessibility, and encouraged him to closely consult with States, relevant UN entities, persons with disabilities and their representative organisations and all other relevant stakeholders in carrying out his work. 

· Took note of the expiry of the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on Disability of the Commission on Social Development on 31 December 2014 and the Commission's decision to consider the possibility, at its 53rd session, of another monitoring mechanism, with a view to strengthening the mainstreaming of disability in social development. 

· Decides to continue to integrate the rights of persons with disabilities into its work, in accordance with res 7/9 of 27 March 2008, and invites States to consider the possibility of establishing a special procedure on the rights of persons with disabilities in the Human Rights Council within this year.

OHCHR Thematic study on the right of persons with disabilities to education

The right to education has been recognized as a fundamental human right by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) and has been later codified by a number of legal instruments, the most recent being the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD). The right to education is as an example of the indivisibility and interdependence of all human rights due to its essential role in the full and effective realization of other human rights, both economic, social and cultural rights and civil and political rights. Such interrelation is clearly evident in the case of persons with disabilities, for instance, when ensuring that they obtain the same educational degrees in equal terms with others, as a prerequisite to their right to work or when guaranteeing that they can study in mainstream schools as a way of upholding their right to live in the community. http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Disability/Pages/StudyRightOfPersonsWithDisabilitiesToEducation.aspx
First session of the Working Group on the Asian and Pacific Decade of Persons with Disabilities, 2013-2022 (25-26 February 2014) (Incheon, Republic of Korea)
UN-ESCAP in cooperation with the Government of the Republic of Korea convened the First Session of the Working Group on the Asian and Pacific Decade of Persons with Disabilities (2013-2022). 

The Working Group is composed of 30 members, 15 from member States and 15 from civil society organizations. Its main responsibility is to provide technical advice and support to ESCAP members and associate members, to promote the full and effective implementation of the Asian and Pacific Decade of Persons with Disabilities, 2013-2022. The Working Group adopted a five-year road map (2013-2017) for the implementation of the Incheon Strategy to “Make the Right Real” for Persons with Disabilities in Asia and the Pacific. The road map highlights overarching actions that need to be taken at national, sub-regional and regional levels, to set in motion the timely implementation of the Incheon Strategy. In pursuance of Commission resolution 69/13, the road map as adopted by the Working Group shall be submitted to the Commission at its 70th session, for its consideration and endorsement.
To build on the success of the inaugural session, the Government of India offered to host the second session of the Working Group in February 2015.

http://www.unescapsdd.org/events/first-session-working-group-asian-and-pacific-decade-persons-disabilities-2013-2022
WHO MiNDbank

WHO MiNDbank is an online platform that brings together national and international resources, covering disability, mental health, substance abuse, general health, human rights and development.  MiNDbank is part of WHO’s QualityRights campaign to end violations against people with psychosocial disabilities. It aims to facilitate exchange of information, dialogue, advocacy and research, to promote reform in these areas in line with international human rights and best practice standards. The online platform currently includes nearly 4000 documents and resources for over 160 countries.  Access the WHO MiNDbank at: www.who.int/mental_health/mindbank
WHO report on “International perspectives on spinal cord injury”

As many as 500 000 people suffer a spinal cord injury each year. People with spinal cord injuries are two to five times more likely to die prematurely, with worse survival rates in low- and middle-income countries. Spinal cord injury carries substantial individual and societal costs. However, many of the consequences of spinal cord injury result not from the condition itself, but from inadequate medical care and rehabilitation services, and from barriers in the physical, social and policy environments that exclude people with spinal cord injury from participation in their communities. International perspectives on spinal cord injury summarizes the best available evidence and suggests measures for improving the survival, health and participation of people with spinal cord injury.

http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/94190/1/9789241564663_eng.pdf
WHO Executive Board submits draft WHO global disability action plan 2014-2021: Better health for all people with disabilities to the 67th World Health Assembly

The draft action plan has the following three objectives:

· to remove barriers and improve access to health services and programmes; 

· to strengthen and extend rehabilitation, habilitation, assistive technology, assistance and support services, and community-based rehabilitation; 

· to enhance collection of relevant and internationally comparable data on disability and support research on disability and related services. 

Across the world, more often than their non-disabled peers, people with disabilities do not receive the health care they need and have poorer health. People with disabilities are more than twice as likely to find healthcare providers' skills and facilities inadequate; nearly three times more likely to be denied health care; and four times more likely to be treated badly. The WHO global disability action plan 2014-2021 seeks to address these disparities.

The plan will be discussed at the 67th World Health Assembly in May 2014.

http://www.who.int/disabilities/media/news/2014/21_01/en/
http://www.who.int/disabilities/actionplan/en/
WHO Guidelines on health-related rehabilitation initiated 

Six international research organizations have been selected and have commenced work to identify and analyse evidence to inform the first ever global Guidelines on health-related rehabilitation. 

The guidelines will support the implementation of the rehabilitation aspects of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the recommendations contained in the outcome document of the United Nations General Assembly’s High Level Meeting on Disability and Development. 

http://www.who.int/disabilities/media/news/2014/15_01/en/
News from the ILO on business initiatives around the world

(1) Delta Holding builds an Accommodation and Day Care Centre for Children and Youth with Disabilities in Serbia

http://www.businessanddisability.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=175%3Afeatured-initiative-delta-holding&catid=52%3Afeatured-initative&Itemid=235&lang=en
(2) Big C Thailand: Employment for persons with disabilities
http://www.businessanddisability.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=176%3Abig-c-supercenter-in-thailand-beyond-compliance&catid=44%3Anews&Itemid=228&lang=en
(3) Qaderoon Network launch: companies partner in Saudi Arabia for disability inclusion in the workplace

http://www.businessanddisability.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=179%3Aqaderoon-launch&catid=44%3Anews&Itemid=228&lang=en
World Bank Working Paper: “Inclusive mobility: improving the accessibility of road infrastructure through public participation - East Asia and Pacific region 
The paper describes a number of innovations taken by some Chinese cities, to ensure that urban transport systems are more accessible for persons with mobility disabilities. Public participation by disabled residents in Liaoning province in northeast China has increased awareness and consideration for special needs in the design and implementation of road infrastructure. The city of Jinzhou has convened a series of meetings inviting public participation on the issue of improving traffic infrastructure for use by disabled people. With the introduction of some low or no-cost features, the principle of "people first" for urban transport has been put into practice.

http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/2014/01/18843829/inclusive-mobility-improving-accessibility-road-infrastructure-through-public-participation-east-asia-pacific-region-transport
UPCOMING EVENTS

Seventh session of the Conference of States Parties to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (10-12 June 2014)                              

The COP7 session will be held at United Nations Headquarters in New York. The thematic discussions will be arranged around three topics: "Incorporating the CRPD provisions into the post 2015 development agenda", "Youth with disabilities" and "National implementation and monitoring". During the session, members of the CRPD Committee will be elected. The DESA Forum on Disability will also be held in conjunction with the COP7. For more information including documents, side-events, application procedures for accreditation of civil society organizations and national human rights institutions, etc. please direct your Internet browser to: http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?navid=15&pid=1615
First Preparatory Committee Meeting for the Third UN World Conference for Disaster Risk Reduction (14-15 July 2014)                                                                                          The first preparatory committee meeting for the 3rd UN World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction (WCDRR) has been scheduled to be held in Geneva Switzerland. The meeting will officially start the global inter-governmental process of designing the next phase of the UN framework on natural disaster reduction beyond the 2015.     (http://www.preventionweb.net/files/32998_03efdrr23sep2013norwayunisdrbriefin.pdf) 

Asia-Pacific Meeting on Disability-inclusive Disaster Risk Reduction: Changing Mindsets through Knowledge (22-23 April 2014, Sendai, Japan)

Asia-Pacific is the region most adversely affected by disasters. Evidence from recent Japanese experience in disasters indicates that persons with disabilities are two to four times more likely to die than the general population when a disaster occurs. As ageing and disability are closely interconnected, the gap may be expected to widen if no action is taken to address present shortcomings in disaster risk reduction. Many Governments in the region do not incorporate disability perspectives in legal frameworks, policies and action plans for disaster risk reduction (DRR). The regular participation of persons with disabilities in emergency preparedness and other disaster risk reduction measures would save lives, as well as prevent and minimize risk and damage when disasters occur.
http://www.unescapsdd.org/events/asia-pacific-meeting-disability-inclusive-disaster-risk-reduction
Pacific Rim International Conference on Disability and Diversity (19-20 May 2014)
The International Pacific Rim Conference (Pac Rim) on Disability and Diversity will take place in Honolulu, Hawaii. Each year the conference focuses on traditional areas, such as interdisciplinary research and educational advances. Yet, each year new topics are introduced to foment discussion and change. The intent is to harness the synergy as generated by the intermingling of diverse perspectives, thus, creating a powerful programme which impacts each individual participant in his or her own unique way.
http://www.pacrim.hawaii.edu/
Inaugural International Summit on Accessibility (12-15 July 2014)                   Carleton University, with support from the Province of Ontario and the City of Ottawa, is organizing the first International Summit on Accessibility in Ottawa, Ontario, Canada.  The International Summit on Accessibility, Making it Happen: From Intention to Action, embraces the positive progress in creating accessible and inclusive communities and brings together a diverse leadership collective to share achievement and create action. The conference promotes access and inclusion for persons with disabilities in all aspects of life. From the major theme, three primary streams have been developed including Innovation, Technology and Accessible Communities. In each stream will address issues of accessibility in education, communication, recreation, mobility health and the physical environment with a special emphasis on employment. (www.accessibilitysummit.ca)  
5th International Disaster and Risk Conference IDRC Davos (24-28 August 2014)
The theme for this year’s IDRC Davos 2014 will be “Integrative Risk Management - Science and technology to strengthen the post 2015 framework". The IDRC Davos 2014 will address the numerous interconnected, complex and emerging risks today's societies are faced with. Environmental, technical, social and economic risks are often closely linked and can result in successive impact. The 2011 earthquake in Japan, resulted in a disastrous tsunami, creating nuclear meltdown at its key facilities. Risks and disasters explored at the IDRC Davos 2014 include, amongst others, natural hazards, failures of critical infrastructure and services, pandemics, acts of terrorism and financial crises. All can severely impact and influence human beings and collective societies. http://www.unhabitat.org/content.asp?cid=12408&catid=26&typeid=11&AllContent=1
OTHER NEWS

(DISCLAIMER: The information below is provided by civil society organizations and others for informational purposes only. This does not constitute endorsement of, or an approval by, the United Nations of any of the products, services, or opinions of the organization or individual. The United Nations bears no responsibility for the accuracy, legality or content of their statements and opinions.)

Publication of the Kusanone Mutual Support Project (Japan)

The activity of Kusanone Mutual Support Project is one of the good examples of Community-based rehabilitation/community-based development in Japan. Their activity is very participatory. Please see below a summary of “The Pot Luck of What We Can Do Workshop Manual and Report of Building Up Project” produced jointly by Kusanone Mutual Support Project (General Incorporated Association) and NPO Support Net for Starting Small & Community Business in Nagoya, Japan. This publication highlights the outcome of research on social inclusion for isolated people, and the challenge to solve these issues in society.
http://www.dinf.ne.jp/doc/english/resource/index.html#cbr
Inclusion International 16th World Congress: A Better World for All – No one Left behind (10 – 13 June 2014)
Inclusion International and Kenya Association for the Intellectually Handicapped are co-hosting Inclusion International’s 16th World Congress. The 16th World Congress will be held in Nairobi, Kenya. The World Congress invites families, people with intellectual disabilities, partners and allies to be part of a dialogue about ensuring that people with intellectual disabilities and their families are not left behind in the post-2015 development agenda. The Congress will be an opportunity to shape inclusive approaches to international cooperation and development that reflect the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

Register by 31st March and save $100 per delegate.

Additional details on the congress, program, and registration can be found at http://inclusion-international.org/world-congress/
Education Inclusive en Afrique sub Saharienne
A book was recently published (Paris, 2013) on inclusive education in sub-Saharan Africa under the title EDUCATION INCLUSIVE EN AFRIQUE SUB SAHARIENNE by Ernestine Antoinette NGO MELHA. It focuses on issues and challenges for schooling children with disabilities in the sub-Saharan Africa. http://www.harmattan.fr/index.asp?navig=catalogue&obj=livre&no=40694
LIGHT FOR THE WORLD launches video “It’s in Your Hands - Inclusion Now” 

LIGHT FOR THE WORLD lobbies for the implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. Our goal is an inclusive society in which everybody can participate equally. Let us use the power of education to ensure that children with disabilities have the same opportunities as everybody else!

Our newly produced video will support the Global Campaign for Education (GCE) 2014 that puts inclusive education in the spotlight. Millions of people in more than 100 countries will use the campaign's Global Action Week from 4 to 10 May 2014 to draw attention to the right to education for persons with disabilities. 

See the video clip here: 
http://www.light-for-the-world.org/newsdetail/title/inclusive-education-for-all/
DAWN-RAFH Canada and Western University’s Learning Network have partnered to launch a new multi-lingual, accessible resource aimed at understanding and addressing violence against women with disabilities and Deaf women. The resource is comprised of a print and electronic newsletter as well as two learning Briefs. It highlights the intersectional context of violence experienced by women with disabilities, draws on their lived experience, and provides statistics and resources. It includes a very thought-provoking Brief on Ableism as an overarching and unnamed form of violence against women, in addition to physical, sexual, psychological, and financial abuse at the individual level, as well as at the systemic level. It has been produced in English, French, American Sign Language (ASL), and Langue des signes quebecois (LSQ). To view the publication click here: http://bit.ly/NQWGVP
WORLD DISABILITY UNION ACCESSIBILITY TOURISM

Universal Standards for persons with disabilities works with all disability groups. Projects involve conformity assessment activities and confirmation documents that are related to environment, structure, products, services, staff training certificates and their credibility and validity. WDU-AC is an international quality infrastructure which aims to support the system by WDU. 

WDU has professionally launched tourism activities with its corporate identity, named WDU Accessible Tourism. 221 members of WDU from 75 countries will be integrated into the Project.

The World Disability Foundation was established for persons with disabilities. WDU is an organization which is trying to improve economic, technological, social, cultural and legal sense of solidarity and integration on a global scale. WDU was founded in Istanbul in 2012 with participation of 75 civil international society organizations’ members. www.whf.org.tr  
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