Information Brief:  Options for Inclusion of Disability 

in the Rio+20 Zero Outcome Document

The Rio+20 outcome document will discuss the priority issues and areas in making progress to implement the sustainable development goals (SDGs). A number of these sectoral or cross-sectoral issues are intricately interwoven with disability. Strategic areas have been identified in the zero draft as below (underlined).

…Persons with disabilities (PWDs) as one of major groups… 

Over 1 billion people (approx 15% of world’s population) are living with disability. It is essential to include disability constituent, as a major social group, and to strategically engage disability stakeholders in Rio+20 processes. 

17. Sustainable development requires major groups – women, children and youth, indigenous peoples, persons with disabilities – to play a meaningful role at all levels. 

21. We also recognize the need to reflect the views of children and youth…In addition, we stress the importance of including persons with disabilities as important actors in facilitating the integration of social pillar into the sustainable development and for the promotion of socially responsible and equitable economic development.
...advancing right to access information and building capacity… 

Improved participation of civil society replies upon ensuring the right to access information and building its capacity to exercise this right. In this regard, increasing connectivity /affordability of ICTs for persons with disabilities is crucial.

18. …Technology is making it easier for Governments to share information … In this regard, it is essential to work towards universal access to information and communications technologies, including by the poor and those living in the vulnerable situations such as persons with disabilities.
…ensuring food security for persons with disabilities…

Persons with disabilities are more susceptible to suffer from malnutrition. The 2010 MDGs Outcome Document highlighted the need to make special efforts to meet the nutritional needs of persons with disabilities (para 70[v]). With a view to promoting the agricultural productivity for farmers/rural workers with disabilities, investment in accessible technologies can create income-generating opportunities for persons with disabilities and thus facilitate the sustainable, job-rich growth.
64. We reaffirm the right to food and call upon all States to prioritize sustainable intensification of food production …with special attention to women, smallholders, youth, indigenous farmers and rural workers/farmers with disabilities. 

…eliminating barriers in accessing energy…

persons with disabilities often face exclusion from the living necessities such as the source of energy. It is essential to ensure the equal and sustainable access to affordable energy by persons with disabilities.

70. We propose to build on the Sustainable Energy for All initiative … with the goals of providing universal access to a basic minimum level of modern energy services, including by the poor and those living in the vulnerable situations such as persons with disabilities, for both consumption and production uses by 2030.

…ensuring accessible habitat for persons with disabilities…

The UN-HABITAT suggests that one of three populations that are most systematically excluded in various cities is persons with disabilities. It is vital to invest in universal design to ensure accessible infrastructure and to promote sustainable and inclusive habitat for all.

72. We commit to promote an integrated approach to planning and building sustainable cities through support to local authorities, efficient transportation and communication networks, greener buildings and an efficient human settlements and service delivery system, which incorporate the principle of universal design, as well as improved air and water quality… In this connection, the needs and concerns of the most vulnerable groups including the elderly and persons with disabilities and slum dwellers should be taken into account.

75. We recognise…that social well being and growth are also built on robust, accessible and inclusive infrastructure that creates jobs and wealth, adds long term value and allows for broad inclusion of relevant stakeholders including the vulnerable groups such as persons with disabilities. 

…connecting green jobs with persons with disabilities…

Building green economies will depend critically on creating green jobs. It

is vital to consider the concerns of persons with disabilities when taking the necessary measures and to ensure their equal access to training opportunities.
b) address potential skills shortages through skills mapping and promoting of green jobs training programs with special attention to youth, women, persons with disabilities and indigenous people;
…in response to recent global multiple crises… 
A number of governments are currently adopting austerity measures in their economic recovery policies. Sustained efforts should be made to ensure that persons with disabilities receive the adequate social protection floor.

77. We stress the need to provide social protection… In this regard, we strongly encourage national and local initiatives aimed at providing a social protection floor for all citizens, including the persons with disabilities.

…in response to natural disasters…

When re-building country’s physical infrastructure, the universal design needs to be duly incorporated for it is accessible, cost-effective and “sustainable”; it decreases the future demands to renovate the buildings and facilities and thus eliminates the possibility of wasting the natural / human / financial resources.   

87. We call for… a robust response to environmental emergencies … as well as closer coordination between emergency response, early recovery and development efforts … It is also critical to ensure that disaster planning, response and long-term reconstruction processes take into account the needs and concerns of the vulnerable populations, including persons with disabilities, that they have equal access to evacuation, food, water, sanitation, shelter and other relief services.

…in response to climate change…

persons with disabilities are amongst the most susceptible to and worst affected by climate change due to existing inequities and vulnerability. persons with disabilities need specific adaptation strategies and robust mechanisms in place. There exists significant lack of documented data on the disparate impacts of climate change on persons with disabilities. The needs of persons with disabilities should be incorporated in vulnerability assessments on mitigation / adaptation. 
89. We encourage international initiatives … to address the interrelationship among water, energy, food and climate change ... being particularly sensitive to impacts on vulnerable populations including the poor, the elderly and the persons with disabilities.

…ensuring equal access to education…

The 2010 MDGs Outcome Document highlights the importance of accessible, quality education for persons with disabilities (para 11). The World Report on Disability (2011) suggests that children with disabilities are less likely to start school and have lower rates of both staying in school and of transitioning to higher levels of education. 

98. We recognize that access by all people, including by the poor and the vulnerable populations such as persons with disabilities, to quality education is an essential condition for sustainable development and social inclusion.

…addressing multiple barriers women with disabilities face…
Women and girls with disabilities often experience double discrimination on the grounds of both their gender and impairment(s) including in the labour market; in European Union countries, 49 % of disabled women and 61% of disabled men are employed, compared to 64 % of non-disabled women and 89 % of non-disabled men.

103. We call for removing barriers that have prevented women from being full participants in the economy and unlocking their potential ...In this regard, it is crucial to take into account the multiple barriers facing women with disabilities.

For further information, please contact the Secretariat for the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities ((SCRPD) /DESA via e-mail: enable@un.org
