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Statement on behalf of Director, the Regional Commissions New York Office
Panel discussion: “The way forward: a disability inclusive development agenda 
towards 2015 and beyond” 
Conference Room 2

11.00 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.

On behalf of the Regional Commissions, I would like to express my gratitude to the moderator and DESA for inviting me to this important panel discussion. 

I will structure my short intervention to address three issues:

(i) The role of the Regional Commissions in addressing challenges faced by the persons with disabilities; 
(ii) Initial thoughts and inputs on integrating concerns of persons with disabilities in the Post-2015 development agenda; and

(iii) The expectations of the Regional Commissions from the high-level meeting on disability and development.
The UN Regional Commissions are uniquely placed to contribute to the outcome of the 2013 High-level Meeting on Disability and Development. They provide analytical, normative and advocacy support to Governments in their respective regions, through translating global norms into regional declarations and action plans and highlighting region-specific concerns into global debates and frameworks.  Regional Commissions such as ESCAP and ESCWA have been particularly active in this regard. 

Regional commissions provide updated information on the situation of disability in the regions, through publications such as “Disability at a glance” (produced by ESCAP) and the 2012 “ECLAC Social Panorama of Latin America and the Caribbean”. The regional commissions also support member states in improving their capacities in the area data compilation and dissemination to support evidence-based policy making.  Examples of this include the Budapest Initiative, a joint effort of UNECE, WHO and Eurostat, in partnership with the Washington Group on Disability Statistics, which has developed common instruments to measure health status in its multiple dimensions including disability. ESCWA has organised regional trainings on national reporting on the CRPD, jointly with the League of Arab States, OHCHR and WHO. 

The regional commissions also serve as platforms for formulating regional inputs into the global process and the outcomes of the regional processes. For example, the outcome of the ESCAP High-level Intergovernmental Meeting recently held in Incheon from 29 October- 3 November 2012, constitutes the seminal regional input into the draft outcome document which would be negotiated at the global level, and also provides guidance on how to mainstream disabilities in the Post 2015 development agenda.  

At the ESCAP High-level Intergovernmental Meeting on the Final Review of the Implementation of the Asian and Pacific Decade of Disabled Persons, 2003-2012, a new Asian and Pacific Decade of Persons with Disabilities for the period 2013-2022 was launched with the aim of accelerating the ratification and implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in the Asia-Pacific region.  Asian and Pacific governments charted the course of action for the new Decade by adopting the world's first set of regionally agreed disability-inclusive development goals, namely the "Incheon Strategy to Make the Right Real for Persons with Disabilities in Asia and the Pacific". For the first time, through the Incheon Strategy, the region will be able to track and measure progress in promoting the rights, and enhancing the quality of life, of the 650 million persons with disabilities living in the Asia-Pacific region. The Incheon strategy is composed of 10 interrelated goals, 27 targets and 62 indicators.  The importance of these indicators and targets cannot be overemphasized as they provide one of the first concrete frameworks, agreed upon by a large group of countries, for integrating concerns of persons with disability in the development framework for the UN after 2015.  
With respect the elements that should be included in an outcome document for the High-level Meeting on Disability and Development and on issues to be discussed at the meeting, the Regional Commissions believe that the deliberations should draw substantially from the work done at the regional level in terms of analysis, norms and standards and good practices.  
The Commissions feel that the high-level meeting should have as a central theme, that investments in supporting persons with disabilities are considered critical investments for achieving the “future we want” rather than being perceived as burden of expenditure. The outcome document should provide a clear direction to all stakeholders on promoting a barrier-free inclusive society for all. In addition to providing clear guidance to member states in diverse areas of disability and development which may not be fully covered by the CRPD, it should also provide strong encouragement for all member states to sign and ratify the CRPD. It should also contain clear mandates for the UN system on providing support to member states in implementing the outcomes of the high-level meeting. Towards this objective, the following elements should be an essential part of the agenda of the high-level meeting and of the outcome document:

a. Promoting the ratification and implementation of the Convention on the rights of persons with disabilities;
b. Disability-inclusive development and integration of concerns of persons with disabilities into national development plans, and promoting their participation in political processes and decision-making;

c. Economic empowerment of persons with disabilities and making them independent productive members of society. In this context, enhance work and employment prospects for persons with disabilities is critical;

d. South-South and regional cooperation in the development of technology and policies to address challenges faced by persons with disabilities;

e. Involvement of multiple stakeholders, including, organizations of persons with disabilities, private sector, in developing and implementing the policies and programmes on  persons with disability;
f. Enhancing access of persons with disabilities to the physical environment, public transportation, knowledge and information and communication;

g. Improving disability data reliability and comparability 
h. Integrating gender dimension and perspective of children with disabilities.
The meeting could also draw upon the considerable experience of regional commissions in ensuring the effective participation of civil society, in particular, organizations of persons with disabilities in such high-level meetings.  It should be ensured that organizations of persons with disabilities are invited to all preparatory meetings in addition to the high-level meeting; the high-level meeting should be made fully accessible to persons with diverse disabilities; The views of organizations of persons with disabilities should be effectively channelled into the intergovernmental processes through a formal mechanism; and member states should be encouraged to include persons with disabilities as part of their delegations.
The Regional Commissions look forward to working closely with member states and partners in ensuring the success of the High-Level meeting.

I am available to answer any questions and provide clarifications. 

*****
