Speaking notes for the International Day for Persons with Disabilities 2012 - The way forward: a disability inclusive development agenda towards 2015 and beyond - Panel Discussion

1st part HLMDD

Objectives of the HLMDD

The objectives of the HLMDD should be the following:

· UN agencies and multilateral institutions commit to a disability inclusive development in their work.

· Commitments of developing and developed countries to ensure that development agenda is disability-inclusive.

· All relevant stakeholders commit to support the inclusion of people with disabilities in the post-2015 framework

· The participation of persons with disabilities through their representative organizations is the key element to ensure a disability-inclusive development

Outcome document

What it should include

· Clear proposals related to the post-2015 framework and a commitment by all  
· New reporting process to be done to Second/Third Committee on how the UN system and States are implementing the commitments of the outcome document (biannual, starting in GA that starts in 2015). 

· Full recognition of the CRPD as superseding instrument 
What it should not include

· Any wording that could be undermine the CRPD

· Any reference to the WPA

· Any reference to the prevention of disability

Preparatory process
In order to ensure that the HLMDD contributes to an increased mainstreaming of disability rights at country level and an increased involvement of the relevant mainstream Ministries in donor and partner countries that lead on international co-operation issues, this would require a process that is not only a New York process.

The following process could be envisaged:

· Technical working committee.  Co-facilitators appoint a small technical working committee (TWC) to assist them with key tasks. Led by DESA, with support from IDA, IDDC, UNDP, UNICEF, WHO, and WB. Once HLMDD process is agreed to, key background documents produced and disseminated, regional consultations planned and organized, TWC can then focus on details of actual “HLM plenary and two consecutive informal interactive round tables” as specified in A/Res/66/124

· Q&A and information note. Develop Q&A document which will answer the most common questions and a short information note which will help people understand the main issues: who will attend the high-level meeting, how they can participate, why the meeting is necessary.

· Draft outcome document. Prepare a standardized document that all stakeholders can comment on (at regional consultations as well as online). The co-facilitators, supported by UN DESA and WHO and in consultation with civil society should prepare the zero draft of the outcome document and a number of questions  to be addressed in any regional or national consultations. Develop a standardized reporting format that will enable the information gained from consultations to be structured and made available in a way to help the co-facilitators to draft the outcome document.
· Consultations. States, UN agencies and civil society are encouraged to organize regional/national multi-stakeholder consultations in preparation of the HLMDD, using the above mentioned documents as a framework, and provide main conclusions and recommendations to the UN for its consideration when preparing the zero draft. One important opportunity could be provided through more than 50 national consultations that will take place on the post-MDG framework. Map out a consultation program and communicate it quickly.

· Zero draft. Based on the inputs received from the different consultations, the zero draft of the outcome document is prepared by beginning of June and an open negotiation process starts in New York.

· The COP 6. The Conference of States Parties, which we think should be held in early July, is used as an additional opportunity to raise awareness on the HLMDD and to advance negotiations of the outcome document.

· Finalization of the outcome document. The content of outcome document is finalized by mid July, the latest.
Programme of the event
In terms of the event as such, much of it is defined by the GA resolution A/Res/66/124.

In terms of the focus of the two panels, we would like to suggest that the first one focuses on objectives 1 and 2, States and UN entities to commit to a disability-inclusive development.

The second panel should be focused on objective 3:  Post-MDG and persons with disabilities.

We would like also to suggest that in order to ensure the high level nature of the event, States, UN entities and other international institutions will only feature as panelists if they are represented at Minister level (for States) or Executive Director or equivalent (for UN entities and other international institutions).

We obviously look forward to have civil society representatives, including the Chair of IDA, in the two panels, as well as in the opening and closing session. Nothing abut us with us!
2nd part: MDG and Disability

Setting the framework for fostering equity and inclusion:

· The new sustainable development framework must enable a focus on the poorest, most marginalised groups, such as persons with disabilities, ensuring their effective participation in all stages of the process including in the negotiation phase. 

Provisions specific to persons with disabilities:

· The new framework has to be inclusive of persons with disabilities and compliant with the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD). All goals should be inclusive of persons with disabilities. There need to be specific indicators related to the inclusion of the persons with disabilities within each of the goals. 

· Mechanisms should be in place to ensure the effective participation of organisations of persons with disabilities at every stage of the process.   

· Mandatory disaggregation of data by disability, as well as producing new datasets on persons with disabilities.

· A revision of international cooperation, in particular development cooperation, to include disability related markers.

· Any new global partnerships must include persons with disabilities in their international cooperation efforts.

