International Day of Persons with Disabilities 2012- December 3, 2012

Panel Discussion -  “The way forward: a disability inclusive development agenda towards 2015”

    
    Intervention by  Adriana Telles Ribeiro, Permanent Mission of Brazil to the United Nations

· In its outcome Document, "The future we want", Rio + 20 has brought five important references to  the rights of persons with disabilities. These include the responsibilities of States to respect, protect and promote human rights and fundamental freedom for all (paragraph 9); participation and access to information and judicial and administrative proceedings for promotion of sustainable development (paragraph 43); the affirmation that green economy policies in the context of sustainable development and poverty eradication should enhance the welfare of persons with disabilities (paragraph 58(k); the commitment to promote an integrated approach to planning and building sustainable cities and urban settlements, sustainable development policies that support inclusive housing and social services; a safe and healthy living environment for all, particularly, disabled persons (paragraph 135) and finally, stressing the need for ensuring equal access to education for persons with disabilities (paragraph 229).

· However, the adoption of additional commitments regarding people with disabilities in the process of Rio+20 and Post-2015 still constitutes a challenge. Building strong connections between the agendas of human rights and sustainable development is a complex task, especially since the issue of persons with disabilities still lacks international visibility.

· In the 2010 census conducted by the Government of Brazil, almost 46 million Brazilians – equivalent to approximately 24% of the population - declared to live with at least one of the investigated disabilities (mental, physical, visual or hearing, in three degrees: some difficulty, major difficulty, and inability), most of them women. Among the elderly, this percentage reached approximately 68%. The census also registered that inequality persists with regards to disabled persons, among whom the schooling rate is lower compared to the rest of the population. This same pattern was observed regarding employment rates. 

· Taking into consideration these important statistics, the Brazilian government developed and launched, in November of 2011, the national program “Viver sem Limites” (Living without limits), which aims to enhance the living conditions of people with disabilities in four main areas: access to education; social inclusion; health care; and accessibility. 

· Brazil believes that accessibility is a human right, which should be considered a pillar of any sustainable city: to discuss sustainability without considering accessibility disregards a crucial social and human rights issue. Therefore, it is not only the inclusive and accessible solutions that must be sustainable; it is the concept of sustainability itself that must  necessarily encompass accessibility.

· In this spirit of enhancing comprehensiveness and political efforts to improve the life of persons with disabilities, during the V Session of the Conference of States Part of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities last September Brazil organized a side event on “Accessible and Inclusive Sustainable Development”. During this event were proposals for the mobilization of states part to the Convention aiming to build a preparatory working agenda to the High level Meeting on Disability and Development, in 2013 were discussed.

· Even though there are high expectations regarding this High-level Meeting, it must be recognized that not all stakeholders have become completely involved with the issue of persons with disabilities. For this reason Brazil has proposed that of a task-force formed by States party to the CRPD, composed by two working groups (one on inclusion and another on  accessibility) include all countries willing to collaborate with the construction and consolidation of proposals which would allow States to contribute in a collective and articulated manner with the preliminary work for the High Level meeting of 2013, presenting substantive proposals that would offer alternatives for the treatment of the subject "Development and Disability."

· In addressing the questions posed by the co-facilitators regarding elements that should be present during the High-Level Meeting in September 2013, Brazil would like to propose that the event be an opportunity to showcase best practices and success stories, both from the developed and developing world, in order to better equip MS to bridge the gap between policy and practice. Some of the questions we should ask ourselves include the following: 

· Since the ratification of the CRPD, which cities, both in developed and developing countries, have been most successful in implementing accessible infrastructure according to universal design principals? 

· Which countries have been most successful in passing legislation to promote inclusive labour policies and equal access to education? What were some of the obstacles faced and how were they overcome?

· Which kinds of low cost information and communications technology have had the most impact around the world? 

· What are the most successful worldwide examples of fighting discrimination through campaigning, advocacy and media skills? 

· Which countries have developed the best guidelines for including the needs of persons with disabilities in the design and implementation of disaster risk reducation, humanitarian and recovery programming and in post emergency recontruction?

· Above all, how can the strategies used in these different success stories from all around the world be shared across borders?  

· Exchanging practical information regarding best practices has the potential to multiply success stories around the world. By sharing strategies across borders MS will be able to bridge the gap between policy and practice. 
· Rio +20 was considered the most accessible conference in the history of the United Nations. Brazil is firmly committed to the rights of people with disabilities. We hope the examples of accessibility adaptation provided during Rio+20 will encourage the adoption of universal design and accessibility principles for the organization of all aspects of daily life, as well as all future major events, such as the 2014 World Cup and the 2016 Olympic Games. We reaffirm our belief that all people have the right to development and autonomy, without any discrimination. 
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