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Information Note

On 22 November 2011, the General Assembly decided to hold a High-level Meeting on the inclusion of persons with disabilities in all aspects of development, to be held in 2013.  In accordance with General Assembly resolution 65/186, the Report of the Secretary General (A/66/128) 
 provided information on the modalities and possible outcomes for such a meeting.  The report suggested that the outcome of the High-level Meeting could include a commitment to the allocation of adequate resources for improved collection and analysis of data and statistics on the situation of persons with disabilities as they relate to the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and other internationally agreed development goals. 

To inform the outcomes of the planned High-level Meeting on disability and disability, a panel discussion will be organized by DESA in collaboration with other stakeholders as part of the programme to commemorate the 2011 International Day on Persons with Disabilities held at the UN Headquarters in New York.
Background

Reports of the Secretary-General to the General Assembly 
 have emphasised the paucity of reliable data on persons with disabilities, as well as inconsistencies in the methodologies used to measure disability continue to be an obstacle for global monitoring purposes. Consequently, the General Assembly, through its resolutions A/RES/63/150, A/RES/64/154 and A/RES/65/186, has emphasized the urgent need to strengthen the collection and compilation of national data on the situation of persons with disabilities.
The World Report on Disability, published by the World Bank and the World Health Organization earlier this year, estimates that approximately 15 per cent of the world’s population (over one billion people) live with some form on disability.  It also recognizes the challenges and obstacles in producing definitive data and statistics on disability.  The report makes recommendations for enhancing both the availability and quality of data on disability through the adoption of internationally agreed standards for measurement to improve the comparability of data as well as set of guidelines on how to improve the collection on data on disability at the national level.

Panel on “Towards inclusive development: improving data and statistics on disability”
This panel discussion will focus on concretising the recommendations for improving the availability and quality of data on disability. Panellists will explore the technicalities of measuring disability and provide an in-depth review of existing internationally agreed standards for measuring disability, identifying the advantages and limitations of various methods of data collection, including censuses.  The speakers will share their national-level experience and examine ways to improve both the quality and quantity of national disability statistics to create a strong knowledge basis for informed policy-making and to contribute to the ultimate goal of disability inclusive development.  The findings of the panel could provide a basis for inclusion in the outcomes of the proposed High-level Meeting on disability and development in 2013.  

For inquiries related to this panel discussion, please contact Ms Akiko Ito UNDESA

(ito@un.org, Phone: 1-212-963-1996)

Panellists
· Moderator: Ms. Daniela Bas, Director, Division for Social Policy and Development, DESA

· Ms. Akiko Ito, Chief, Secretariat for the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities/DSPD/DESA

· Ms. Jennifer Madans, Washington Group on Disability Statistics

· Ms. Claudia Cappa, UNICEF

· Mr. Cem Mete, The World Bank

· Ms. Maria Veronica Reina, Secretary-General, the Global Partnership for Disability and Development

� Titled “Realization of the MDGs and other internationally agreed development goals for persons with disabilities”


� See, for example A/64/180, A/65/173 and A/66/1128
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