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Excellencies, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen:

It is really an honor for me to participate in this important event to commemorate the International Day of Persons with Disabilities. Today, I would like to relate a few exemplary initiatives to strengthen disability data collection for inclusive development undertaken by GPDD Partners. Also, to reflect on some lessons learned from these recent examples.

The Global Partnership for Disability and Development (GPDD) is a multi-stakeholder informal network to share knowledge about and foster disability inclusive development. The partnership gathers more than 100 international organizations, and it is hosted by the World Bank and sustained by the contributions of the governments of Finland, Italy, and Norway. 
Remarkable efforts to collect and analyze information on the status of persons with disabilities have been led by our partners. For example, in Southern Africa, an initiative to carry out studies on living conditions among persons with activity limitations was recently developed in a joint project between Southern Africa Federation of the Disabled (SAFOD), the Norwegian Federation of Organizations of Disabled People (FFO), and SINTEF Health Research. The uniqueness of this research project is the inclusion of persons with disabilities and their organizations in the entire research process where they play a particularly active role in designing, data collection and implementation of the results of the studies. The studies are integrated in SAFOD’s long-term strategy for strengthening the organizations of disabled persons in Southern Africa. The first five representative studies are part of a regional initiative to establish baseline data on living conditions among persons with disabilities in Southern Africa. The Namibian survey was carried out in 2001-2002, Zimbabwe in 2002-2003, Malawi in 2003-2004, Zambia in 2005-2006, Mozambique in 2007-2008, Swaziland and Lesotho in 2009-2010. In the current year, a research process started in Botswana. Governments partners have considered these studies as very valuable instruments for policy making. 
Also, I would like to highlight the work done by Inclusion International to document the story of poverty and exclusion told by individuals and families in more than 80 countries. By drawing global attention to the exclusion and marginalization of persons with intellectual disabilities and their families worldwide, Inclusion International has given voice to those who would otherwise be unheard. From the beginning, this initiative was not designed as an academic research study to be carried out by consultants. Rather, the study was designed as a participatory process that would engage Inclusion International members around the world and allow them to describe in their own words their experiences as individuals and families. The organizing principle for the research was a series of regional studies in the Americas, Africa and the Indian Ocean, Europe, Middle East and North Africa, and Asia Pacific. Information was gathered in a number of ways:

· Country-level studies that involved interviews with persons with intellectual disabilities and their families; surveys; and, focus groups of individuals and families;

· Review of secondary research sources; and,

· Regional Forums which provided valuable opportunities to bring these perspectives, voices and experiences together, and chart directions for change.

The information was analyzed using MDGs to identify the nature and extent of poverty and exclusion. Regional research reports identify what individuals and families told about the extent to which the eight MDGs are realized in their own lives (e.g. about poverty, education, gender equality, etc.) Through focus groups and the Regional Forums participants drew on this information in examining the underlying causes of poverty and exclusion. They also developed recommendations for change. The report, which is entitled “Hear our voices”, has been successfully used in several campaigns, trainings, and policy dialogue.

Finally, I would like to call the attention on the experience of one of our governmental partners. Following General Assembly resolutions 63/141 and 64/154, Argentina included 29 disability-specific indicators in its national Millennium Development Goals monitoring system covering a wide range of areas corresponding to different Goals for the purpose of realizing the Millennium Development Goals for persons with disabilities.  Indicators are included under Goals 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7 and 8. These indicators are applied across Argentina. For the purpose of this initiative, disability was defined in a social context. Indicators were designed with the aim of gathering information for equal participation of persons with disabilities, especially in areas such as health care, education, employment and access to public transport. Currently, the National Statistical Office is working with other ministries and agencies in charge of monitoring the Millennium Development Goals to develop a database on the situation of persons with disabilities. Additional actions to incorporate disability-specific indicators will also be taken at provincial and municipal levels in Argentina.
The innovative approaches previously illustrated are just a sample of the diversity of efforts that is taken place nowadays. In addition to classic recommendations which underline the need for good data collection based on common definitions and collected by the national states, arising from the experiences of our partners, I would like to stress some points, although time is not enough to give a detailed account of these experiences or fully support some conclusions:

· Particularly within the framework of the MDGs, disability data can be linked with development goals in order to evaluate the inclusiveness of programs and to assess if persons with disabilities have the same opportunities that their peers without disabilities have. It is technically possible. What is really needed is political will.
· Studies are not only to circulate among academics but should intrinsically involve authorities, professionals and DPOs. In this way they are more likely to be useful for developing policies and for resource allocation purposes. Qualitative, textured information obtained in a participatory way have the potential of great impact.
· Cooperation with persons with disabilities is vital to disability data collection and analysis. This benefits not only the study (by incorporating the local or inside knowledge) but also make participating disabled persons and their organizations better equipped to utilize the results in their future work

Thank you very much
