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Introduction

I am very pleased to participate - also on behalf of my colleagues of the UN Statistics Division -  in this morning’s panel, which is focused on disability data and statistics – an issue that is most fundamental to the mainstreaming of disability in development. Without adequate data and statistics, it is difficult to assess the situation of persons with disabilities or to determine how development efforts can best include them. Nor is it possible to adequately assess how existing development efforts are reaching persons with disabilities. For example, while there has been general progress towards the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals, it is difficult to assess whether and how much the Goals have benefited persons with disabilities.

The Status of Disability Data and Statistics
May I now discuss an overview of the status of disability data and statistics? In doing so, I would like to summarize the findings of DESA’s 2010 paper, Strategic Action towards Inclusive Development: Disability, Human Rights and Statistics.
The use of data to support disability-inclusive development is best served by a statistical system that focuses upon the assessment of human rights and equalization of opportunity, in line with the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the World Programme of Action concerning Disabled Persons and the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities as well as international development goals, such as the Millennium Development Goals.

In the last decade, there is increased recognition of the need to include disability in development planning and statistics focused on equalization of opportunity.  

For example, the United Nations Principles and Recommendations for Population and Housing Censuses, Revision 2, note that “[t]he assessment of equalization of opportunity is the purpose that can be best achieved in a census” , specifying that the census is an important source of data on persons with and without disabilities. Census data can help, for example, to monitor the social and living conditions of persons with and without disabilities in terms of school attendance, educational attainment, employment, marital status and living arrangements. 

Census data thus provide an important basis for meeting the needs of statistics for disability-inclusive development, including the MDGs.  The United Nations Principles and Recommendations describes how census data may be used to produce a number of MDG indicators. However, it is also recognized that all the sources of data, i.e., census, sample surveys and administrative registers, are needed to fulfill the many data requirements for disability-inclusive development goals, including the Millennium Development Goals. 

Advances have also been made in terms of Member States reports to the United Nations on the basis of a standardized set of disability statistics. Such data is useful in assessing the equalization of opportunity and also serves disability-inclusive development goals such as MDGs.   

DESA Statistics Division’s Demographic Yearbook (DYB) Database houses internationally agreed data sets provided by Member States on the basis of the World Programme of Population and Housing Censuses.  These data sets are compiled and distributed world-wide and are used by United Nations agencies for preparation of indicators on human development, population aging, gender differences, status of children, educational attainment, school attendance, economic activity, housing quality, disability status and the like. 

The United Nations Statistical Commission has emphasized the need to ensure the collection of internationally comparable statistics and approved the collection of disability statistics from Member States on a regular basis through the United Nations DYB System.  To facilitate this process, the UNSD developed the Human Functioning and Disability Questionnaire, sent by the United Nations Statistics Division to Member States for the reporting of their metadata and national statistics on persons with and without disability on selected topics.

In 2005, the Statistics Division began to compile national disability statistics provided by member states.  That year, 45 Member States reported their national disability statistics and related metadata to the United Nations.  These data, now held in the Demographic Yearbook Database, provide an important source of information for reporting on the comparative demographic and socioeconomic situation of persons with and without disabilities. 

While progress is being made, there is still much to be done to make the information compiled in the Demographic Yearbook as useful as it can be, and users need to pay close attention to the meta data provided so as to properly interpret information. There remains the need for common definitions, concepts, standards and methods for the production of statistics that identify persons with and without disabilities in an internationally agreed and standardized.  This is especially necessary so that the situations regarding equalization of opportunity and development may be appropriately compared between the two groups. 

Work is actively underway to meet these needs. Under the auspices of the Statistical Commission, the Washington Group on Disability Statistics has developed a set of disability questions that can be included in censuses, and is also developing extended sets of disability questions for use in population surveys, using internationally agreed definitions, concepts, standards and methods. This work is aimed at improved harmonization of disability measurement and reporting in upcoming censuses and surveys. We look forward to hearing more about the work of the Washington Group from my fellow panelist this morning.’
In concluding, I wish to note that, although advances have been made in terms of the collection of data, further work is necessary.  We must continue our efforts to promote: 

1. The collecting of data on disability by Member States following international agreed approaches.

2. The wide presentation of such data in national reports and its reporting by Member States to the United Nations using internationally agreed formats that compare persons with and without disabilities; 

3. A compilation of national datasets that would be reviewed, evaluated, published and disseminated by the United Nations  through an agreed statistical reporting system on a regular basis.

Thank you.
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