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Purpose

1. The Inter-Agency Support Group (IASG) is a mechanism for international cooperation in support of the promotion and implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol. 

Membership of the Inter-Agency Support Group
2. Membership of the IASG shall consist of United Nations departments, regional commissions, agencies, funds and programmes whose work is relevant to the Convention. The Group shall be composed of representatives, identified by the Heads of these departments, commissions, agencies and programmes.
3. Representatives should have broad knowledge and experience of the United Nations system and of the activities within their organization concerning persons with disabilities.

4. Membership in the group implies a commitment to participate regularly, and to share information in a timely fashion, in order to enable and facilitate coordination and cooperation.

Activities of the Group
The IASG shall:

5. Provide an opportunity for representatives of its member organizations to meet regularly to exchange information in relation to their work on human rights and development concerns of persons with disabilities in general, and the Convention in particular.

6. Consider ways of strengthening cooperation among its member organizations to promote the rights of persons with disabilities, as laid out in the Convention, through joint activities and other forms of cooperation. It shall do so in close collaboration with the United Nations Development Group.
7. Analyze recommendations of the treaty bodies of the Convention, namely the Conference of States Parties and the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, with a view to assist States to implement those recommendations once the Convention and the Optional Protocol enter into force.

8. Develop relationships with Governments, organizations of persons with disabilities (DPOs), donor agencies, civil society organizations, and others, to consider cooperative ways to support the Convention.

9. Interact with DPOs and its representatives to provide and seek information, advice and substantive inputs, and to create partnerships towards capacity-building of DPOs and Governments in support of the Convention.

10. Advise and assist in the mainstreaming of the general principles of the Convention, as well as the mainstreaming of the actions laid out in the Convention in the work of the United Nations system.

11. Provide a forum for cooperation and support for the representatives of each of the member organizations of the IASG.

Methods of operation

12. The IASG shall meet at least once a year for a substantive meeting, with follow-up meetings as necessary.

13. The Chair of the IASG will rotate through the member organizations on an annual basis. The Chair will be responsible for hosting, convening and facilitating the annual IASG meeting.

14. The United Nations Department for Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) and the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), as joint Secretariat for the Convention, will provide support and continuity to the Chair and the IASG as required. 

15. The IASG shall undertake a set of specified joint activities at any given time. Additional informal networks among its membership on specific issues will be encouraged.

16. The IASG may invite members of the Committee of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, once the Committee has been established, as contributors to its discussions.

17. The IASG may invite on an ad-hoc basis, experts, organizations of persons with disabilities (DPOs), and other entities whose expertise may contribute to the IASG’s work, as observers and contributors to its discussions. These invited contributors would be able to attend such parts of the meetings as may be decided by the Chair, after consulting with other members of the IASG.

18. IASG member organizations participating in the annual meetings are responsible for covering their own costs in relations to the IASG meetings.

19. The IASG shall keep a public record of its proceedings.
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