UNICEF’s Submission for the HLM Outcome Document:

Children with disabilities are one of the most marginalized and excluded groups of children, experiencing widespread violations of their rights. These violations dehumanize them, denying them respect for their dignity, their individuality, even their right to life itself. All the Millennium Development Goals have relevance to persons, including children with disabilities.
 

The HLM outcome document should strongly recommend that the post 2015 framework is human rights-based, in compliance with the CRPD, CRC, CEDAW and all other human rights treaties, which also apply to children with disabilities. It is recommended that equality and non-discrimination, as well as a focus on equity and social inclusion are mainstreamed as basic principles throughout the post-2015 framework.  
A list of recommendations in line with the CRPD, covering specific areas for the HLM outcome document are below:

1- Improved disability data and statistics 
· Introduce measures to strengthen the collection of disaggregated data on children with disabilities in order to promote their visibility, enhance capacity for effective policy and planning, and enable effective monitoring of targets and indicators of national development programmes and international development frameworks; 
· Special efforts need to be made to produce new datasets, both by including persons with disabilities in national censuses and other mainstream statistical tools and by undertaking periodic national disability surveys; 

· Develop effective tools to measure environmental barriers to participation of children and adults with disabilities.

2- Participation in decision-making processes;

· Ensure girls and boys with disabilities are full and active partners in all matters concerning them including in developing, planning, implementing and assessing policies and programmes in all areas and in both development and humanitarian contexts; 

· Ensure appropriate assistance is made available to enable children and adolescents with disabilities to participate effectively; 

· Ensure participation of children with disabilities and their representative organisations including Disabled Peoples’ Organisations (DPOs) in consultations and negotiations of the development of the post 2015 framework.

3- Capacity building

· Ensure active involvement and participation of children and adults with disabilities through their representative organizations in all matters concerning them as a key means to ensure disability inclusive development; 

· Invest in capacity building of DPOs and family organisations of persons with intellectual disabilities to enable them to effectively participate in all processes. 

4- Promotion of international cooperation
· Ensure that resources and technical assistance originating from the UN system, multilateral and bilateral agencies, global and regional funds and financial institutions including South to South and triangular co-operation is disability inclusive; 

· Develop effective monitoring and reporting mechanisms to track disability inclusive investments in international cooperation;
· Strengthen mechanisms such as the Multi-Donor Trust Fund for the United Nations Partnership to Promote the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and  encourages Member States and other stakeholders to support the objectives of the Trust Fund, including by providing voluntary contributions;
5- Gender equality and disability

· Ensure the rights and empowerment of girls and women with disabilities and their inclusion in all development policies, programmes, monitoring and evaluation including in international cooperation; 
· Adopt all measures necessary to ensure the full enjoyment by girls and women with disabilities of all human rights and fundamental freedoms;

· Adopt, implement and strengthen appropriate policies and programmes designed to address the rights of girls and women with disabilities, including enactment and enforcement of legislation to protect girls and women from all forms of violence and exploitation. 

6- Disability-inclusive disaster preparedness and management;
· Develop comprehensive safeguards, guidance and checklists, standards and indicators to ensure full inclusion of children with disabilities and their families in humanitarian action as well as facilitate training of relevant personnel to operationalise them;
· Ensure early warning systems and disaster risk reduction programmes are inclusive and take into account needs of persons with disabilities and post emergency reconstruction is accessible and conforms to universal design; 
· Ensure humanitarian needs assessments and reporting mechanisms are inclusive and incorporate improved collection, analysis and reporting of sex-, age- and disability-disaggregated data;
· Adopt measures to enhance protection of children with disabilities in situations of risk and humanitarian emergencies including  acounting for the needs of children with disabilities in disaster risk reduction and disaster preparedness strategies before, during and after disasters, to ensure comprehensive responses, including prevention, rehabilitation and inclusion; 

7- Early inclusive education for children with disabilities;
· The formulation of the post-2015 Education Goal must embody the inclusion of children with disabilities in general education including early childhood quality learning, and education targets and indicators must specifically reflect and measure it;

· Promote inclusive education for children with disabilities at all levels, including early childhood education through a legislative and policy framework to support the practice and culture of inclusion across the education system; 

· Incorporate responsibility for the education of children with disabilities within ministries of education and strengthen collection of education related data and information on children with disabilities; 

· Ensure accessibility and universal design for planning, construction or retrofitting of educational infrastructure;
· Ensure reasonable accommodation, provision of individualized support plans including impairment specific support like braille, sign language, alternative and augmented communication, mobility aids, appliances and specific access requirements and respecting the rights of blind, deaf and deaf-blind children to education in the most appropriate languages and modes and means of communication; 
· Ensure general teacher preparation programmes cover education of children with disabilities as an integral part, enabling general teachers to teach ALL students including those with disabilities;

· Ensure investment and planned development of disability inclusive pre-service, in-service, advanced and head teacher training. 

8- Health and Assistive Technologies

· Prioritise efforts to reach children with disabilities, and promoting inclusive and accessible health services at all levels, including sexual and reproductive health services for adolescents with disabilities; 

· Develop comprehensive early assessment, identification and referral systems; 

· Educate children with disabilities, their families and health workers on the rights of children with disabilities;

· Ensure immunization efforts, including communication campaigns, are disability inclusive, do not further stigmatize and reach parents and caregivers as well as children with disabilities; 
· Ensure that all general nutrition programmes are disability inclusive and that specific nutrition-focused support is available for children with disabilities, including those living in institutions; 
· Ensure non communicable diseases (NCD) prevention initiatives are inclusive and children with disabilities have equal access to affordable health promotion and prevention programmes. Ensure children and adolescents experiencing NCD-related disability have access to health services across the continuum of care including access to quality and affordable rehabilitation interventions and to essential medicines and assistive devices; 
· Establish appropriate and effective systems for development, production, distribution and   repair of assistive technology and develop a list of essential assistive technologies and equipment  to be include in the essential health products’ list; 

· Streamline legal, regulatory and other barriers that block access to appropriate and affordable assistive devices for home, school and work environments. 

9- Greater attention to persons with disabilities faced with multiple and aggravated forms of discrimination;

· Implement measures to address violence against children with disabilities through  strengthening the capacities of child protection systems and services to be inclusive of children with disabilities and to be able to respond to their needs, as well as to introduce disability-appropriate violence prevention initiatives; 

· Introduce, for children with disabilities in all settings, disability sensitive legislation that ensures the prevention and protection from violence of children with disabilities, including effective sanctions against abusers; 
· Introduce accessible, safe and child-sensitive measures to report violence and to facilitate effective access to the judicial system for children with disabilities; 

· Provide appropriate treatment for and rehabilitation of children with disabilities who have experienced violence;
· Establish a process for bringing an end to the institutionalization of children with disabilities, including ensuring through legislation that in no case may disability be used to justify the deprivation of liberty; 
· Introduce a time-bound commitment towards ending the placement of children with disabilities in institutions, and transfer resources to community-based care; 

· End the practice of unnecessary separation of children with disabilities from their families, by providing adequate support to families to care for their children through social protection mechanisms such as cash transfers among others;

10- Promotion of awareness-raising campaigns

· Plan and implement awareness-raising and educational campaigns targeting the public at large and specific groups of professionals, with a view to preventing and eliminating discrimination against children with disabilities by addressing discriminatory social and cultural norms; 

· Increase awareness and knowledge of parents and families about the rights and needs of children with disabilities; 
· Ensure active involvement and participation of children and adults with disabilities and DPOs in all awareness raising campaigns.
� UN Secretary General’s Report on The Status of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (A/66/23) 





1

