High-level meeting of the General Assembly on disability and development, 23 September 2013
UN-Habitat’s intervention

Urbanization as a development challenge

Rapid urbanization had long ceased to be perceived as a demographic phenomenon and is increasingly viewed as the new reality, to which the development paradigm must adapt to. 

The heightened demographic migration from the rural to the urban areas is in many developing countries not a matter of choice, but rather a result of economic necessity and environmental challenges. Ultimately, those who migrate to the cities seeking opportunity for a better life, find themselves trapped in the slums and low-income areas of the city, exposed to inadequate housing conditions, lack of access to basic services and employment. Those people become or join the demographic representation of urban dwellers, who suffer discrimination. The people exposed to vulnerability face particular challenges and increased discrimination in the urban set-up, they are predominantly: poor, minorities, indigenous peoples and persons with disabilities (PWD).

Challenges affecting persons with disabilities in the cities
Following the General Comment 4 of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, on the Right to Adequate Housing, hugely relevant to other aspects of the adequate standard of living, enumerates the accessibility as one of the predicaments for enjoyment of these rights. 

Whereby housing, housing-related facilities and neighborhoods are traditionally designed for people without disabilities, physical accessibility becomes one of the barriers most vividly relevant to persons with disabilities in the cities.

Lack of accessible transportation services and architectural adjustments in order for PWD to access facilities and services, including health, education, adequate sanitation facilities (particularly in the informal urban settlements) prevent them from enjoying the gains of urban development.  Physical restrictions in transportation in an urban setting can moreover lead to PWDs’ diminished ability to vote and participate in municipal governance processes, hence restricting their ability to take part in decisions which affect their very well-being (new housing projects, slum-upgrading). 

Security of tenure is another challenge for persons with both physical and intellectual disabilities. In cases, where their legal capacity is questioned or unresolved, results in their exclusion from formal tenure agreements. Such diminished security of tenure results in their increased vulnerability to forced evictions. 

These are some of the overall challenges affecting PWDs across the developing world, which require targeted action to be addressed through adequate development policy. 
Urban action for persons with disabilities 

Mainstreaming of issues of persons with disabilities, as legitimate and equal members of any urban society, must be reflected in urban and slum-upgrading development policies and strategies. Particularly in:

· Urban plans – Municipal space ought to be designed to accommodate the particular needs of PWDs. Physical accessibility of service buildings and facilities and public transportation must be considered from the outset;

· Urban governance – service provision, slum-upgrading and city development strategies must be designed in a matter which enables PWDs’ inclusive participation; clear regulation with regards to legal capacity of persons with intellectual disability for their access to governance space and civic services;

· Housing design – architectural solutions, which enable physical access but also allow PWDs to make full and meaningful use of their living space; 

· Equal access to opportunity in the city - policies incentivizing employers to enable PWDs to access the labor market, education system, health services,etc; 
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