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The United Nations General Assembly will hold a High-Level Meeting on Disability and Development with the overarching theme “The way forward: a disability inclusive development agenda towards 2015 and beyond”. 

The meeting will take place at the level of Heads of State and Government on 23 September 2013, the Monday before the start of the general debate of the sixty-eighth session, at United Nations Headquarters in New York. 

Why is this meeting important?

More than 1 billion people or 15% of the world population are living with disabilities – they constitute the world’s largest and most disadvantaged group. In all regions, persons with disabilities are disproportionately represented among the world’s poorest, and lack equal access to fundamental resource, such as education, employment, healthcare and social and legal support systems. In spite of this situation, disability has remained largely invisible in most mainstream development agenda and processes, including the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and other internationally agreed development goals (IADGs).
The timing of the HLMDD is strategic; taking place five years after the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) entered into force, two years after release of the World report on disability and two years away from Millennium Development Goals (MDG) 2015 target and commencement of the post-2015 agenda and new development priorities. 

Disability was not referred to in the MDGs, however the General Assembly concluded its High Level Meeting on the MDGs in September 2010 by adopting the resolution “Keeping the promise: united to achieve the Millennium Development Goals,” which recognizes that “policies and actions must also focus on persons with disabilities, so that they benefit from progress towards achieving the MDGs”.

The international community achieved an extraordinary advance with the 2006 adoption of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. However, to realize equality and participation for persons with disabilities in society and development, they must also be included in development processes and, in particular, in an emerging post-2015 development framework. As emphasized by the General Assembly, the genuine achievement of MDGs and other IADGs requires the inclusion and integration of the rights, well-being, and the perspective of persons with disabilities in development efforts at national, regional and international levels. 
 The Assembly has therefore repeatedly called for the inclusion of disability in development efforts, to make the achievement of IADGs, including the MDGs, a reality for persons with disabilities.

What will happen at the HLMDD on disability and what is expected from it?

The HLMDD on 23 September 2013 will comprise a plenary meeting and two consecutive informal interactive round tables. Themes for the round tables will be decided by the President of the Assembly in consultation with Member States.  Participation in each round table will include Member States, observers and representatives of entities of the United Nations system, as well as representatives of civil society, organizations of persons with disabilities (DPO’s) and the private sector.  The HLMDD will result in a concise action-oriented outcome document aimed at strengthening efforts to ensure accessibility for and inclusion of persons with disabilities in all aspects of development efforts.

What is the process leading up to the HLMDD, who should attend, and how to participate? 

The production of a draft text for the outcome document will be developed in consultation with Member States, disabled peoples organizations, and other stakeholders through a series of regional and online consultations in order to enable sufficient consideration of regional issues and priorities and secure agreement in principle by Member States prior to the September meeting.  

The HLMDD is attended by National delegations. Each country will decide on its level of representation which could include Heads of State and Government, Parliamentarians, Ministers of Foreign Affairs, Development, Social and Community Affairs, Disability, Education, Health and Labour, and representatives of civil society including DPOs.

What steps will be taken to ensure that people with disabilities are consulted closely and actively involved in the process and decisions? 

The UN resolution specifically provides for the participation of people with disabilities and their representative bodies throughout the HLMDD process, including regional consultations, plenary meetings, round tables and as members of official Member State delegations.  The resolution encourages Member States to support the participation of representatives from developing countries and specifically to give a prominent role to delegates who are persons with disabilities. 

In view of United Nations General Assembly resolutions 63/150 and 65/186, which calls upon States to ”…ensure accessibility and reasonable accommodation to enable persons with disabilities to realize their right to live independently and participate fully in all aspects of life, as well as to be agents and beneficiaries of development”  the Department of Economic and Social Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat (DESA) and other agencies responsible for convening meetings in the lead up to the HLMDD will ensure that events are accessible to all participants.

What role will DPOs and civil society play in the HLMDD?

As noted above DPOs and civil society are expected to play a central role in the lead up to the HLMDD and their efforts are expected to strengthen the process and the final outcome document – similar to the development of the CRPD.  Many international, regional and national organizations have been planning and engaging with their members and governments in the lead up to the HLMDD. 
What are the roles of the President of the General Assembly, Co-facilitators, UN DESA, and in the HLMDD?

According to the resolution 66/124, the President of the General Assembly is tasked with the organizational arrangements for the HLMDD
. He is also requested to produce a draft text of the outcome document, in consultation with Member States and taking into account inpuit from organizations of persons with disabilities. In this regard, he has appointed H.E. Mr Libran Cabactulan, Ambassador and Permanent Representative of the Philippines to the United Nations and H.E. Mr Fernando Arias, Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Spain to the United Nations to serve as the co-facilitators of the outcome document.  

Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) is the focal point on disability for the UN System. DESA works to advance the rights of persons with disabilities in society and development, through key global human rights and development instruments. It supports inter-governmental bodies such as the General Assembly and servicing the Conference of States Parties to the CRPD. 

What will the meeting accomplish?

The High-level Meeting is expected to result in a concise, action-oriented outcome document  to provide policy guidance and strengthen efforts of the international community to ensure accessibility for and inclusion of persons with disabilities in all aspects of development efforts.

The Meeting will present a historical opportunity to translate the international commitment to disability-inclusive society and development into concrete action and changes on the ground, and to mainstream disability in the global agenda towards a post -2015 development framework.
For more information on the High-Level Meeting, please visit the United Nations Enable website at: www.un.org/disabilities
� A/RES/63/150


� See A/RES/63/150, A/RES/64/145 and A/RES/65/186


� The President of the General Assembly has to identify a representative of NGO´s in consultative status with ECOSOC to make an statement in the opening plenary meeting of the HLM, the Member States that will chair the two round tables, the themes of the two round tables, in consultation with Member States, and a representative of a NGO in consultative status with ECOSOC active in disabilities issues to speak at the first round table. Relating the participation of persons with disabilities, the President of the General Assembly has to draw up a list of representatives of NGOs in consultative status with ECOSOC that will participate in the HLM and, following appropriate consultations with Member States, he will draw up a list of representatives of other NGOs organizations of persons with disabilities, relevant civil society organizations and the private sector who might participate in the HLM.





� Resolution  66/124, paragraphs 2 and 4 





