Outcome Document for High-level Meeting on Disability and Development (HLMDD)

Contribution from the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA)

Priority Issues 

Social stigma and discrimination against persons with disabilities represent a key issue in the ESCWA region. Certain groups such as women and older persons with disabilities are at a double disadvantage as they often experience multiple forms of discrimination. In addition, persons with certain types of disabilities often experience higher levels of stigma and discrimination, such as persons with intellectual disabilities and mental health conditions. In order to combat stigmatization and discrimination, further efforts are needed to adopt and promote a rights-based approach to disability. At the moment, charity-based perspectives continue to be prevalent in many countries in the Arab region, with definitions of disability tending to focus on individuals’ impairments or limitations, while excluding the systemic barriers (physical, social, cultural or otherwise) that limit the full and effective participation of persons with disabilities on an equal basis with others. 

One of the most critical issues with regards to disability-inclusive development in the Arab region is the current lack of reliable data and comparable statistics. Available data from ESCWA countries indicate that prevalence rates of persons with disabilities range between 0.3 and 4.9 per cent. These numbers are comparatively lower than global estimates and imply a severe under-enumeration of persons with disabilities given the prevalence of risk factors and causes of disabilities in the region. A number of countries have integrated disability-related questions in their census questionnaires and/or included disability in various household surveys. However, more concerted efforts are needed to improve the statistical representation of the prevalence of disability in the population. This includes harmonizing concepts, definitions and methodologies, which would help to promote comparability and reliability of disability-related data at both the national and international levels, as well appropriate approaches to increase general awareness on disability in the population.
Finally, action is needed in the ESCWA region to improve social protection and social assistance to persons with disabilities. According to available data, labor market participation and educational attainment rates among persons with disabilities tend to be significantly lower than for persons living without disabilities. In the 2007 Living Conditions Survey in Lebanon, 38.2 per cent of persons with disabilities are classified as illiterate in comparison to 8.2 per cent of the total population.
 According to 2010 census data on Qatari nationals, 7.1 per cent of persons with disabilities over the age of 15 are economically active, compared to a national average of 50.7 per cent.
 Access to quality education as well as to decent and productive work is crucial, as it contributes to key outcomes such as personal development, self-sufficiency and poverty reduction. In addition, access to social assistance programs tend to be limited in most countries, meaning that persons with disabilities often have to rely on family and other caregivers for support, and are more vulnerable to poverty and shocks.

Recommendations

· Strengthened efforts are needed to improve the collection, analysis and availability of disability-related data, which are crucial for informed and evidence-based decision-making processes. This should include i.a. ensuring that definitions of disability are in line with international guidelines, such as the International Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health, and integrating disability-related questions, such as the short set of questions developed by the Washington Group on Disability Statistics,
 into national census questionnaires. Censuses and other surveys need to be coupled with communication strategies that raise awareness within the general population on disability and that encourage family members to properly report and register persons with disabilities. 

· In response to the urgent need for more reliable and comparable data on disability, ESCWA is currently undertaking a research project to collect available national-level disability-related data as well as information on existing institutions, laws, policies and programmes related to persons with disabilities. In doing so, this project will identify gaps and challenges in data collection, analysis and availability in the Arab region, as well as help to lay the groundwork for future regional efforts on this issue.

· The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) is the main international treaty on disability and represents the central framework for States Parties’ efforts to protect and promote the rights of persons with disabilities. To date, fourteen out of seventeen ESCWA member countries have signed and/or ratified the CRPD, while ten have signed and/or ratified its Optional Protocol. Countries should continue to strengthen their commitment to the CRPD and further efforts should be put in place to promote the wider signature, ratification and implementation of the Convention. Strengthening regional cooperation with an aim towards exchanging information and good practices on the implementation of the CRPD is key in this regard, as are capacity-building activities and the provision of technical assistance. A training workshop organized by the League of Arab States in cooperation with ESCWA in the United Arab Emirates in October 2012 represents a helpful example in this regard, as it provided Government representatives with guidance and tools for the preparation of national reports on the implementation of the CRPD. 

· Further investments are needed to promote enabling and inclusive environments for education and work, including through improving accessibility and providing reasonable accommodation in schools and workplaces. In the case of employment, incentives for employers (such as tax breaks and wage subsidies), vocational training for persons with disabilities, and effective enforcement mechanisms for relevant laws (such as employment quotas and non-discrimination laws) all represent potential avenues for promoting the participation of persons with disabilities in the labor market. 

· Finally, the continued development and strengthening of national coordination mechanisms represents another important step towards enhancing the protection and promotion of the rights of persons with disabilities. National councils or committees on disability, such as those in Jordan and Lebanon, can for example help to promote coherence and complementarity among different policies and programmes. In any coordination process, it is essential to ensure the full and effective involvement of persons with disabilities, including their representative organizations, in line with the CRPD.

� Central Administration of Statistics, 2007 Living Conditions Survey. Available from:  �HYPERLINK "http://www.cas.gov.lb/images/PDFs/Living%20conditions%20survey%202007.zip"�http://www.cas.gov.lb/images/PDFs/Living%20conditions%20survey%202007.zip� 


� Qatar Statistics Authority, 2010 Population and Housing Census. Available from: �HYPERLINK "http://www.qsa.gov.qa/QatarCensus/Disability.aspx"�http://www.qsa.gov.qa/QatarCensus/Disability.aspx� 


� The short set of questions was developed by the Washington Group for use in national censuses to gather information on limitations in basic activity functioning among national populations. For more information, see: 


�HYPERLINK "http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/washington_group/wg_questions.htm"�http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/washington_group/wg_questions.htm� 
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