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Introduction 

1.
The work of the United Nations on disability has been an integral part of its efforts on economic development and social progress for all. The United Nations Charter
 recognizes the inherent role of international cooperation in solving international economic, social, cultural and humanitarian problems, as well as in promoting respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms of all persons as the foundation of maintaining peace and security in the world.  

2.
Major United Nations conferences and summits, including the World Summit for Social Development, the Millennium Summit, and more recently the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20) have reaffirmed the commitment to strengthen international cooperation at all levels.

3.
In spite of significant advances in the development of an international normative framework on disability, disability has remained largely invisible in major international development goals, frameworks and processes. In 2006, the General Assembly adopted the Convention on the Rights of Persons, an international human rights instrument that includes specific provisions regarding international cooperation. Article 32 of the Convention recognizes the importance of international cooperation and its promotion in support of national efforts to implement the Convention, recognizing not only the role of States, but also of international and regional organizations and civil society, particularly organizations of persons with disabilities.

4.
Encouragingly, in recent years, the international community has increasingly recognised
 that to achieve internationally agreed development goals, development must be inclusive of all. International and regional cooperation and partnerships are considered essential components for supporting the mainstreaming of disability in development in this regard. 

Development cooperation and disability: current practices and common challenges
5.
The nature and scope of international and regional cooperation should be interpreted in a broad sense to include a range of measures to: facilitate and support capacity-building, including through the exchange and sharing of information, experiences, training programmes and best practices; facilitate cooperation in research and access to scientific and technical knowledge; and the provision of technical and economic assistance, including by facilitating access to and sharing of accessible and assistive technologies, and through the transfer of technologies.

6.
There are a number of ways through which international cooperation can serve as an important vehicle for change in national efforts to mainstream disability. It can support public awareness campaigns, as support the assessment of national capacity gaps, provide economic and technical assistance in the implementation, monitoring and evaluation of disability-sensitive national policies and programmes as well as enhance knowledge and understanding on the situation of persons with disabilities that is necessarily for evidence-based policy-making.

7. 
In his report “Mainstreaming Disability in the Development Agenda,” to the Commission for Social Development at its 48th session, the Secretary General evaluated the status of disability inclusion in international cooperation at global, regional, and sub-regional levels.

8.
There have also been several regional initiatives for mainstreaming disability in development cooperation, particularly in the context of regional decades. Such initiatives include the second African Decade of Persons with Disabilities and its accompanying Continental Plan of Action (2010-2019), the Arab Decade for Persons with Disabilities (2004-2013), and the Incheon Strategy to “Make the Right Real” for Persons with Disabilities in Asia and the Pacific.
 Sub regional intergovernmental bodies, such as the secretariats of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), and the Pacific Islands Forum have been developing complementary sub-regional policy instruments, including the Pacific Regional Strategy on Disability, 2010-2015.

9.
Within the United Nations system, there are a number of opportunities for promoting inclusion of disability in international cooperation at both policy and operational levels. Most recently, in its resolution 67/226 on the Quadrennial Comprehensive Policy Review, the General Assembly requested the United Nations development system to take into account the needs of persons with disabilities in its operational activities for development, including in the United Nations Development Assistance Framework, and to address the continuing lack of adequate and reliable data and information on disability and to strengthen coherence and coordination across the United Nations system in this regard. 

10.
The Conference of State Parties for the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities has firmly established itself as a unique global forum, providing a platform for exchange of ideas and knowledge and for the strengthening of multi-stakeholder partnerships in pursuit of the United Nations’ commitment to promote the full and effective participation of persons with disabilities in society and development. The newly established DESA Forum, which held its inaugural session in July 2013, aims to broaden collaboration and strengthen partnership amongst development actors and other stakeholders especially disability community to include disability towards the post-2015 development frameworks. 
11.
Common challenges faced by Member States and other actors in implementation of policies and guidelines identified in the 2010 thematic study by OHCHR
 noted: lack of capacity including human resources; financial and technical constraints; lack of awareness of disability and understanding of various issues such as gender and disability perspectives, and lack of coordination amongst the various actors involved in a given development initiative.  The study also noted that the prevailing “charity” approach to disability can result in development initiatives that are not designed to be accessible and inclusive and which may instead perpetuate, rather than removing, barriers to participation and exclude most persons with disabilities. 

12.
The consultation processes
 for the present meeting identified global and regional priority areas for disability inclusive development, stakeholders International, regional and sub-regional cooperation and partnerships for disability inclusive development as a key priority area for action. Noting that development cooperation has a largely unrealized potential to advance achievement of sustainable development by supporting the contribution of persons with disabilities, the following specific actions were highlighted by participating stakeholders
:

(a) All resources and technical assistance originating from the United Nations system, multilateral and bilateral agencies, global and regional funds and financial institutions including South-to-South and triangular co-operation should be disability inclusive. Moreover, all relevant actors should adopt a twin-track approach, providing for both disability-specific projects, including for capacity building of persons with disabilities and their organizations, and the systematic inclusion of disability perspectives in mainstream development activities. 

(b) Development cooperation stakeholders at all levels (national, sub-regional and regional) should strengthen coordination to improve coherence and effectiveness of efforts to advance disability-inclusive development.

(c) All relevant stakeholders, including recipient countries, should develop monitoring and reporting mechanisms to evaluate the impact of development assistance programs on the lives of persons with disabilities.

(d) All development cooperation assistance, especially for projects related to the built environment, transportation and information and communications technologies should include accessibility requirements.

Global Partnerships 

(e) Strengthened partnerships, including among Member States, international organizations, the private sector, civil society and other actors, can enhance the contribution of persons with disabilities to the post-2015 agenda.

(f) The United Nations system should mainstream disability in the projects it supports, including through relevant Multi-Partner Trust Funds, to ensure persons with disabilities benefit on an equal basis with others from the initiatives supported.

(g) Member States and other stakeholders are encouraged to support disability-inclusive development by contributing to funds with different targets, such as the United Nations Voluntary Fund on Disability and the Multi-Partner Trust Fund for the United Nations Partnership to Promote the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

(h) The United Nations, in cooperation with relevant stakeholders, should establish a mechanism for global exchange of experience and innovations in promoting disability-inclusive development on the ground.

(i) Private sector entities should partner with the public sector and civil society, especially organizations of persons with disabilities, to adopt disability-targeted corporate social responsibility initiatives (CSR), and to integrate disability into their CSR policies.

The way forward: next steps and conclusion

13.
There is a need to further strengthen international cooperation and support for the realization of internationally agreed development goals leading to 2015 and beyond for persons with disabilities. Increase in mobilization of public and private resources, exchange of good practices, including utilising multiple-modalities of regional and sub-regional cooperation – North-South cooperation, South-South and triangular cooperation is encouraged to achieve this objective. 

14.
As the international community deliberates on the post-2015 development framework, there may be new opportunities to further mainstream disability in development agenda, including to forge and strengthen all forms of cooperation and partnership for disability inclusive international and regional cooperation to support the overarching objectives of equitable, inclusive and sustainable development for all. The High Level Panel on the post-2015 development agenda in its report put global partnership at the heart of all its recommendations, stressing that a quantitative goal with measurable target should be included on global partnership in the post-2015 framework and infuse global partnerships and cooperation into all the goals. Highlighting some of the key changes since the adoption of the MDGs in 2000, the report notes the changing role of actors brought about by large emerging economies, increase in South-South and Triangular cooperation activities that have emphasized the value of regional cooperation.
 
Questions for consideration:

1.
Based on the experiences and lessons learnt from implementation of the MDGs, what measures should be taken to ensure disability issues are included in the post-2015 development framework? 
2.
What steps or approaches can be taken by national, regional and international development agencies, including UN agencies, to promote disability inclusive development policy and strengthen its implementation? 

3. How can Member States and development cooperation partners promote accessibility and inclusion of persons with disabilities in all stages of policy, program and project development, particularly at the local and community levels? 

4. 
What measures should be taken to promote participation of persons with disabilities as both agents and beneficiaries of development including in development cooperation?
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