Disability-Inclusive Disaster Risk Reduction | Overview

[image: image1.png]


secretariat for the convention on the rights of persons with disabilities
division for social policy and development // united nations department of Economic and Social Affairs

Leave No One Behind
disability-inclusive disaster risk reduction
Overview as of 11 November 2014|Please visit the UN Enable Website for updates

This note has been prepared by the Secretariat for the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, Division of Social Policy and Development of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs (SCRPD/DSPD/DESA) with a view to provide a background overview of mandates of disability and development. It urges the importance of including disability into the post-2015 framework on disaster risk reduction, as part of the wider post-2015 development framework.

Disability-inclusive disaster risk reduction
Disability and Disasters

During the past decade, the world has witnessed an increase in the number of major disasters, including the Asian tsunami in 2004, the Haitian earthquake in 2010, the 2011 Great East Japan Earthquake, and the 2012 Hurricane Sandy in the United States.   

Different populations, when exposed to similar risks of environmental and man-made disasters, are affected in different ways, as determined by a number of factors. These factors including poverty, social status, geographical location and access to mitigation and relief resources, among others, influence the impact of disasters on an individual basis.

Globally, over 1 billion people or 15 percent of the world’s population live with some form of disability.
 Available data indicates that persons with disabilities experience disproportionately high rates of poverty and face exclusion and lack of equitable access to resources such as education, employment, health care and legal and support systems.
 
Similarly, persons with disabilities, compared to the general population, face higher risks and are disproportionately affected by disasters. Available data reveals that the mortality rate of the disabled population is two to four times higher than that of the non-disabled population in many disaster situations.
  
Persons with disabilities have unique contributions, often overlooked, to help reduce the risk of disasters and build resilient societies and communities. 
Third United Nations World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction 
The Third United Nations World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction (3WCDRR) will take place from 14 to 18 March 2015 in Sendai, Japan. An agreement on a post-2015 framework for disaster risk reduction will be adopted at the 3WCDRR. This framework will guide and support international efforts to build nations and communities that are resilient to disasters. 

Based on the first Hyogo Framework of Action (HFA), the international community is moving forward with the post-2015 International Framework on Disaster Risk Reduction (HFA2), addressing the situation of persons with disabilities in all aspects of disaster risk reduction efforts, enabling their participation and contributions for “inclusion saves lives.”
Mandates

The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (2006, CRPD) obligates States Parties to ensure the protection and safety of persons with disabilities in situations of risk, including situations of natural disasters
.

The General Assembly has, over the last three years, repeatedly called for action for the realization of the MDGS and other internationally agreed development goals for persons with disabilities.
  
In the Outcome Document of the High-level meeting of the General Assembly on disability and development
, Member States affirmed their commitments to inclusion of persons with disabilities in post-2015 development frameworks, including in DRR. 
Disability and the third world conference on disaster risk reduction
Preparatory Process

The Disability Group is recognized as one of the important stakeholder groups of 3WCDRR
. The Disability Caucus is a group of organizations and their partners, including Member States, UN system organizations and organizations of persons with disabilities (DPOs), that work together to ensure that the planning process and the implementation of the post-2015 DRR framework are inclusive of persons with disabilities, their experiences and perspectives at all levels and in each different sector. Furthermore, the Disability Caucus can share their experiences as a model for participation of persons with disabilities in tackling global issues through a UN multi-stakeholders approach.
Outcome Document

Following the First Preparatory Committee Meeting of the WCDRR in October 2014, a Zero-draft was submitted by the Co-Chairs of the Committee. The draft includes a call for a disability perspective to be integrated into disaster risk reduction, and of the strengthening of social mechanisms to assist persons with disabilities during such times. In line with the CRPD and the Outcome Document of the HLMDD, the zero-draft also notes that persons with disabilities are critical in the design and implementation of disaster plans, and that for this to take place, an adoption of universal design is most sustainable.
Working Session
The Official Programme of the WCDRRIII will include a Working Session on Disability in the Multi-Stakeholder Sessions.
Proactive Participation of Persons with Disabilities in Inclusive Disaster Risk Reduction for All 

The session looks at positive contribution of persons with disabilities to the post-2015 framework for disaster risk reduction and the requirements to be set up to ensure the implementation of disaster risk reduction for all. Based on successful experience and lessons learnt, the session will determine clear and practical recommendation to facilitate the inclusion of persons with disabilities in disaster risk reduction at all levels and in all projects, contributing to strengthening the resilience of society. The session will aim to strengthen partnership among States, civil society organisations, experts and stakeholders through dialogues and discussions.
Public Forum

The Division for Social Policy and Development of the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) will organize a DESA Forum on Development and Disability in Sendai, Japan on 14 March 2015, in close collaboration with global partners. DESA Forum will bring in experts and professionals from various backgrounds – policy-making bodies, local authorities, civil society organisations and private sector companies – who work on the issue of disability and disasters all over the world. 
Global Campaign
On the 2014 International Day of Persons with Disabilities (IDPD), a global campaign will be launched to encourage the inclusion of persons with disabilities in all efforts relating to DRR and humanitarian action. Please visit http://www.un.org/disabilities/ for updates.
Partnerships

In collaboration with the United Nations International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UNISDR), the Secretariat for the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, Division for Social Policy and Development of the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs (SCRPD/DSPD/DESA), has been collaborating with multi-stakeholder partnerships to advance the inclusion of disability in Disaster Risk Reduction. In this regard, we have worked with many stakeholders towards the full inclusion of persons with disabilities in the post-2015 framework on Disaster Risk Reduction. 

Resources
Please share any additional relevant resources with us via enable@un.org.

General Assembly resolutions on disability-inclusive development and disaster risk reduction
· A/RES/67/231: International cooperation on humanitarian assistance in the field of natural disasters, from relief to development (http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/67/231) 

· A/RES/67/209: International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/67/209) 
· A/69/187: Realization of the Millennium Development Goals and other internationally agreed development goals for persons with disabilities: a disability-inclusive development agenda towards 2015 and beyond (http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=36) 

ECOSOC resolutions on disability-inclusive development and disaster risk reduction
· E/RES/2014/13: Strengthening of the coordination of emergency humanitarian assistance of the United Nations (http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/RES/2014/13) 

· E/RES/2014/6: Promoting the rights of persons with disabilities and mainstreaming disability in the post-2015 development agenda (http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/RES/2014/6) 

· E/RES/2013/28: Mainstreaming disability in the development agenda towards 2015 and beyond (http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/RES/2013/28) 

Reports of the Secretary-General on disability-inclusive development and disaster risk reduction
· A/69/364: Implementation of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (http://daccess-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N14/525/49/PDF/N1452549.pdf?OpenElement) 

· A/69/303: International cooperation on humanitarian assistance in the field of natural disasters, from relief to development (http://daccess-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N14/502/02/PDF/N1450202.pdf?OpenElement) 

Publications and events by the United Nations 
· Trends in Sustainable Development: Small Island Developing States (SIDS) (http://www.un.org/esa/dsd/resources/res_pdfs/publications/trends/trends_sids/Trends_in_Sustainable_Development_SIDS.pdf) 

· Joint proposal to secure contributions of persons with disabilities to the post-2015 framework for disaster risk reduction process (http://www.un.org/disabilities/documents/events/wcdrr/joint_proposal_post_2015_drr.pdf)
· Concept Note and Programme for Panel Discussion on “The promise of technology: Disability-inclusive disaster risk reduction and humanitarian action” (http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=1546) 
· Panel Discussion on Disaster resilience and disability: ensuring equality and inclusion (http://www.un.org/disabilities/documents/reports/iddr2013_%20panelreport.pdf) 
Online consultations

United Nations

· Disability, natural disasters and emergency situations (http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=1546)

Governments

· Emergency Management Research and People with Disabilities: A Resource Guide by USA Department of Education (http://www2.ed.gov/rschstat/research/pubs/guide-emergency-management-pwd.pdf)

Civil Society
· Bonn Declaration (http://www.handicap-international.de/fileadmin/redaktion/pdf/bonn_declaration.pdf)

· Disabilities Among Refugees and Conflict-Affected Population by Women's Commission from Refugee Women and Children (http://womensrefugeecommission.org/pdf/disab_fulll_report.pdf)

· Disabilities Among Refugees and Conflict-Affected Population / Resource Kit Fieldworkers by Women's Commission from Refugee Women and Children (http://womensrefugeecommission.org/pdf/disab_res_kit.pdf)

Reports and resolutions from the United Nations system on disability-inclusive disaster risk reduction
OCHA

· Disaster Preparedness for Effective Response Guidance and Indicator Package for Implementing Priority Five of the Hyogo Framework (http://www.humanitarianinfo.org/iasc/downloaddoc.aspx?docID=4501&type=pdf)

UNESCAP

· Asia-Pacific Meeting on Disability-inclusive Disaster Risk Reduction: Changing Mindsets through Knowledge (http://www.unescapsdd.org/files/documents/DiDRR_Outcome-document.pdf)

· Disability-inclusive Disaster Risk Reduction in Asia and the Pacific (http://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/DiDRR_Background-note.pdf) 

UNISDR

· Panel Discussion on Disaster Resilience and Disability: Ensuring Equality and inclusion – Summary (http://www.unisdr.org/files/35300_35300iddrpanel2013disasterdisabilit.pdf) 

· Charter 14 for Older People in Disaster Risk Reduction (http://www.unisdr.org/files/40218_charter14olderpeople1.pdf) 

· International Day for disaster Risk Reduction 2013: Living with Disability and Disasters (http://www.unisdr.org/2013/iddr/) 

· IDDR Survey Results (http://www.unisdr.org/files/35032_20131004infographicoverview.pdf) 

· Most common terms from the IDDR survey on disability and disasters (http://www.unisdr.org/files/35032_20131004q8copy.pdf) and (https://www.flickr.com/photos/isdr/10184857356/in/set-72157634649035180/) 

UNICEF

· Disaster Risk Reduction and Education (http://www.unicef.org/environment/files/DRRandEDbrochure.pdf)

· UNICEF and Child-Centred Disaster Risk Reduction (http://www.unicefinemergencies.com/downloads/eresource/docs/DRR/Child-centred%20DRR.pdf)

WHO

· Guidance Note on Disability and Emergency Risk Management for Health (http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/90369/1/9789241506243_eng.pdf) 

· Disaster Risk Management for Health: People with Disabilities and Older People (http://www.who.int/hac/events/drm_fact_sheet_disabilities.pdf) 

Examples of disability-inclusive disaster risk reduction case studies

Sri Lanka

· ADPC, Community-based Disaster Risk Reduction in Central Sri Lanka (http://www.adpc.net/AUDMP/library/safer_cities/5.pdf) 

· Disaster Management Centre (http://www.dmc.gov.lk/index_english.htm) 

· Asian Disaster Reduction Centre (http://www.adrc.asia/index.php) 

Haiti
· Handicap International, Special Report: four Years After the Haiti Earthquake (http://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/handicapinternational/pages/101/attachments/original/1389635245/Ha%C3%AFti_Point_Situation_ENG_23_12_2013.pdf?1389635245)

· Handicap International Haiti (http://handicap-international.us/haiti)

· Haiti – Toolkit for long term recovery (The Global Partnership on Disability and Development, GPDD) (http://capacity4dev.ec.europa.eu/disability-and-development-network/blog/haiti-toolkit-long-term-recovery-gpdd
Other relevant materials

· CBM: Post-2015 Disaster Risk Reduction framework – Policy Brief (http://www.cbm.org/article/downloads/115203/Post-2015-DRR-framework-Policy-Brief-CBM.pdf) 

· IASC: Protecting Persons affected by Natural Disasters: IASC Operational Guidelines on Human Rights and Natural Disasters (http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CB4QFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.humanitarianinfo.org%2Fiasc%2FdownloadDoc.aspx%3FdocID%3D4463%26ref%3D4&ei=Y0FiVLmuGYayyQTSoIDgCw&usg=AFQjCNH_pUPZDkCoHZa--g7rrbAdtSBZ8w&sig2=Mqfupb49rmk2UdfY_pwsrQ&bvm=bv.79189006,d.aWw) 

· IFRC: World Disaster Report 2007: Focus on discrimination (http://www.ifrc.org/PageFiles/89755/2007/WDR2007-English.pdf) 

· IFRC: Disaster risk reduction: a global advocacy guide (http://www.ifrc.org/Global/Publications/disasters/reducing_risks/DRR-advocacy-guide.pdf) 

· Disability Rights Fund (http://www.disabilityrightsfund.org/resources-search?category=conflict%20and%20natural%20disasters) 

� at http://www.un.org/disabilities/


� World Health Organization and World Bank, World Report on Disability (Geneva, 2011). Estimate based on 2010 population.


� Disability and the Millennium Development Goals (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.11.IV.10). Available from http://www.un.org/disabilities/documents/review_of_disability_and_the_mdgs.pdf.


� Rehabilitation International (RI), the Nippon Foundation and UNESCAP, “Sendai Statement to Promote Disability-inclusive Disaster Risk Reduction for Resilient, Inclusive and equitable Societies in Asia and the Pacific” (24 April 2014). Available at http://www.riglobal.org/sendai-statement-to-promote-disability-inclusive-disaster-risk-reduction-for-resilient-inclusive-and-equitable-societies-in-asia-and-the-pacific/


� CRPD Art. 11


� See resolutions 63/150, 64/131 and 65/186. See also ECOSOC resolution “Mainstreaming disability in the development agenda” (resolution 2010/13); the Secretary-General’s report “Keeping the Promises: Realizing the MDGs for Persons with Disabilities towards 2015 and beyond” (A/65/173) which highlighted mainstreaming disability in development as the missing link in the development agenda.


� A/RES/68/3, par. II.4.k


� http://www.wcdrr.org/majorgroups/other


� Please check the UN Enable website in time for a Concept Note and updated information on this event at http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=1546


� Please note that this is a non-exhaustive list. Please share any additional relevant materials with us via enable@un.org.
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