PARBATTYA ProtibondhiKallyanSangstha (PPKS)

[Hill Disabled Peoples Organization]

Presentation Note in the Side Meeting of UNPFII-2012

Honorable Madam Chair, distinguished guests and participants,

Greetings!

I feel honored to have the privilege of being one of the panel speakers representing the indigenous persons with disabilities’ movement from Asia, the Pacific Islands and Latin America with the support of Disability Rights Fund. On this occasion, I would like to extend my heartiest thanks and gratefulness to you all.

To begin with, I would like to introduce myself. I am Kamala Sen Chakma from Chittagong Hill Tracts of south-eastern Bangladesh. I am Founder and Executive Director of ParbattyaProtibondhiKallyanSangstha (in English: Hill Disabled Peoples Organization) working with the indigenous peoples with disability, with special emphasis on the indigenous women and children with disabilities in Chittagong Hill Tracts.

Madam in the Chair,

May I please be allowed to refer to the Theme of UNPFII-2012:Doctrine of discovery: its enduring impact on indigenous peoples and the right to redress for past conquests reveals the dark side of the human civilization.The modern world now discovers the conquered populations are left stranded with minuscule figures while encircled bymulti-faceted problems and challenges. It is the indigenous peoples with disability that constitute 15% of this population. For being the weakest section in the society,they face two-way pressure within theircommunity societies and the larger societies as well. In general, they are ill-treated with discrimination, deprivation and negligence.In our part of Asia, indigenous peoples with disabilitiesface several challenges, among others,are the lack of enjoymentto the rights to: 

a. Life

b. Education

c. Employment

d.Cultural identity

e. Justice (at community & national level)

f. Accessibility

g. Legal Status/ Identity

h. Cultural Identity

Also situations of political instability, natural disasters and global warming directly affected indigenous persons with disabilities.

The problems and challenges faced by the indigenous with disability in the world are almost the same. However, exception to this may be found with thecountries where the ILO Convention # 107 and Convention # 169are already implemented with utmost sincerity. Bangladesh already ratified the ILO Convention 107 in 1972and the Convention # 169 is yet to be ratified. Apart from it, the government is also yet to implement the “Chittagong Hill Tracts Accord, 1997” to its fullest extent. However, the indigenous population of Chittagong Hill Tracts has been accommodated in the recently modified constitution terming as “small and ethnic minorities”, “tribal” etc. In view of this, the indigenous peoples of our country are yet to go a long way to be accommodated with the legal status ashas been defined in Article-3 and Article-6 of the UN Declaration on the rights of indigenous peoples. It is for this reason;the realization of human rights of the indigenous people with disabilitiesand their inclusion in the development process would take a long course in our community. 

My organizations is promoting the following activities to combat the challenges: 
(a) Awareness and consciousness arousal among indigenous persons with disabilities (IPWD) and bringing them together as organizations;

(b) Group activities with IPWD through participatory method ensuring gender balance;

(c) Advocacy through usage of motivational tools including the holding of meetings, seminars, workshops, group discussions and focus group discussions;

(d) Involving the traditional institutions, local government bodies, prominent personalities, religious leaders, local administration, government and non-government service providers and related lined departments.
(e) Organizational approach towards ensuring rights, facilities and opportunities of the PWD.

Finally, I would like to make the following recommendations toensure a better futureforindigenous persons with disabilities.

1. To include in the UN system agenda, including the country offices, the perspectives and needs of indigenous with disabilities. 
2. To include a representative of the indigenous persons with disabilities as member of the UNPFIIto promote equality of this group in the global indigenous society.
3. To produce a report on the situation and challenges faced by Indigenous Persons with Disabilities.

4. Governments should allocate resources to address the needs of indigenous persons with disabilities by promoting the implementation of both the UNDRIP and the UNCRPD
With this I conclude with an apology for this long appeal. Thank you all for being with me.
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