
Proposed side event for High Level Meeting on AIDS
The Joint United Nations programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) in collaboration with Health Canada, USAID, US State Department, Global Partnership for Disability and Development, ILO, UNDESA, UNICEF and WHO
9 June 2011, 6.30 - 8.00 pm, UN Secretariat Conference room 6 North Lawn Building (NLB)

AIDS & Disability- Partners Forum
A collaboration to enhance integration of an inclusive and accessible approach in AIDS programming for Persons with Disabilities 
Background:  
A Global Survey on HIV and Disability by Yale University found that persons with disability are at a greater risk of HIV infection but often lack access to prevention, treatment, and support services due to barriers such as inaccessible health care centers or lack of information in appropriate alternate formats.  There is also a general lack of awareness, knowledge and partnerships among key service and aid providers.  Rates of sexual assault and abuse are also high among persons with disabilities particularly those with intellectual disabilities and who are institutionalized. 

The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities provides an excellent framework to integrate AIDS programming for persons with disabilities. The initial meeting on AIDS and disability at the Mexico Conference demonstrated the dire need for evidence based research, programming and support in this area.  In 2009, WHO, UNAIDS and the World Bank emphasized actions needed to increase the  involvement of person with disabilities in the HIV response, and ensure that services tailored to their diverse needs are equal to the services available to others in the community.  In the winter of 2009, Health Canada hosted an international policy dialogue to discuss gaps in disability and HIV programming along with best practices.  The need for inclusive HIV services was highlighted at the annual forum hosted by the Global Partnership for Disability and Development (GPDD) in joint partnership with the World Bank and the Italian Government.  At this meeting, UNAIDS shared lessons learned from the implementation of the United Nations General Assembly Special Session Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIDS (UNGASS DOC); providing a review of the general UNGASS DOC framework its 18 M&E indicators and as well as the specific guidelines established for including disability in responses to HIV/AIDS at the local (CSO), national (government), and international (IGO) levels.

Increasingly there are projects and reports on AIDS and disability in Latin America, and in Thailand, Jamaica, Kenya, Botswana, Mozambique, Uganda, Zambia and South Africa.  There is therefore an urgent need to systematically collect information on available good  practices and lessons learnt, distill these and broadly disseminate it to countries, promote appropriate and responsive policy and program development, and facilitate adapting good examples to the respective national and local situations.  
The High Level Meeting on AIDS in New York in June 2011 will serve as a platform to review progress of the work on AIDS since the Declaration of Commitment in 2001.  It provides an excellent forum to highlight the importance of disability within the AIDS response, address the expectations from the 2007 Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) and provide key elements on opportunities and obligations to integrate the CRPD’s mandates in AIDS programming at all levels.
Expected Outcomes
· Enhanced advocacy for integrating disability in AIDS programming.  

· Enhanced collaboration between development actors, donors, national partners, and civil society etc. to foster the proliferation, integration and development of inclusive HIV programs.
· Increasing awareness and knowledge about HIV and disability program integration and dissemination of information on ongoing programmes, opportunities and challenges. 
· Fostering partnerships at the global, regional and national levels of the actors currently working independently on HIV and disability.
· Broad dissemination of the outcome of the side event.
Participation 
Event is open to all participants attending the High Level Meeting.
