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Girls and women with disabilities face multiple discrimination. This may be seen in the data and through experiences of women and girls with disabilities, that show lack of education, more unemployment, lower salaries, limited access to health and maternity services, limitations to their sexual and reproductive rights, scarce or no access to services or programmes available for woman in general, greater risk to suffer violence and all kind of abuses, limited availability of data broken down by gender and disability, and under-representation in power decision making, among others. 
Girls and women with disabilities experience even more discrimination than men with disabilities and women without disabilities. The existence of prejudices and stereotypes distort their image and their own perception of being citizens with full human and civil rights. In this sense, women with disabilities generally lack the effective resources or legal tools to eliminate and correct this discriminatory behaviour.

However, girls and women with disabilities have the right to be fully included in society and should therefore be considered as active players. Their human rights should be protected and promoted as enshrined in Article 6 of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
In general we can say that gender policies conceal disability and disability policies ignore gender, perpetuating thus the situation of multiple discrimination, greater vulnerability and inequality of women with disabilities.

Therefore, in the light of the review of the implementation of the Beijing Declaration and  Platform for action I would like to highlight the importance of taking the following measures:
· To mainstream disability in the review of the implementation of the critical twelve areas of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action and in the Millennium Development Goals;
· To take urgent actions towards awareness raising and develop positive action measures specifically designed for the advancement of the rights of girls and women with disabilities, that involve joint efforts and oblige action at local, national, regional and International level to work together towards the same goal;
· To carry out an assessment of social policies with a gender and disability perspective, in order to assess their impact on men and women, and to evaluate the benefit of mainstreaming and the specific actions taken for women with disabilities;
· To break down data not only by gender, but also by disability. There is currently a lack of reliable and systematic statistics on the situation of women with disabilities in most EU countries and all around the world to guide and inform policy, direct funding, and inform service development resultimg in invisibility and marginalisation in society.  
· To make women with disabilities visible in the media in a realistic fashion and promoting positive role models. For decades history, attitudes and prejudices in the community, including in the family setting, have stereotyped women with disabilities negatively, thus bringing about their social isolation and exclusion.  
· To focus on the protection and promotion of the right to found and maintain a family and the right to reproductive freedom of girls and women with disabilities. Sterilization of women with mental and intellectual disabilities is still common, without their consent or without them understanding the exact purpose of the surgical operation. This is an unacceptable measure that there has to be put an end to urgently.  It is necessary to introduce legal measures that make it obligatory to have the informed consent of women with disabilities to any medical procedure and to make the necessary legal adjustments so that forced sterilisation of persons with disabilities does not continue to be legal.

· To erradicate violence against women with disabilities. It has been acknowledged that girls and women with disabilities experience violence in particular ways in their homes and institutional settings, perpetrated by family members, caretakers or strangers. Surveys conducted in Europe, North America and Australia have shown that over half of the number of women with disabilities have experienced physical abuse, compared to one third of women without disabilities.
 Disability should be effectively included as an indicator and in any reports drawn up in order to make violence suffered by women with disabilities more visible. Research should be undertaken to detect gender violence since many women with disabilities may live in closed or segregated environments, and they may be unaware they are the victims of violence and depend on the person perpetrating the violence for survival.
· To design adapted measures in order to overcome the effects of the economic and financial crisis that affect more severely the most vulnerable groups, such as girls and women with disabilities. 
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