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I. Background

The fifty-fourth session of the Commission on the Status of Women will meet in New York from 1-12 March 2010. The Commission will undertake a fifteen-year review of the implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action and the outcomes of the twenty-third special session of the General Assembly.   Emphasis will be placed on the sharing of experiences and good practices, with a view to overcoming remaining obstacles and new challenges including those related to the Millennium Development Goals.  Member States, representatives of non-governmental organizations and of United Nations entities will participate in the session.  A series of parallel events will provide additional opportunities for information exchange and networking.

In order to increase the visibility of issues related to women and girls with disabilities and their rights, the Secretariat for the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, is organizing a panel on the "Cross-sectionalities of gender, disability and development: Towards equality for women and girls with disabilities”, scheduled for 4 March, 11:30 am - 1:00 pm.

Based on existing normative frameworks for the empowerment of women and the empowerment persons with disabilities, as well as experience in those fields, this side-event will provide an opportunity discuss the empowerment of women with disabilities and their participation as agents and beneficiaries of development. 

II. Justification

The Beijing Platform for Action and the outcome of the twenty-third special session recognize that women with disabilities face additional barriers to achieving gender equality, and call for action at all levels to address and take into consideration their concern.
  Additionally, the outcome of the twenty-third special session recognizes that discrimination against women with disabilities is an obstacle to the full enjoyment of their human rights and as a barrier to the implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action.

Marginalization of girls and women of all ages with any form of disability continues to be an obstacle and to achieve the full and accelerated implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action. There is therefore a need to take into account and to address the concerns of women and girls with disabilities in all policy-making and programming. Special measures are also needed at all levels to integrate them into the mainstream of development.

Disability-specific normative frameworks also recognize the need for a gender perspective and the empowerment women with disabilities to achieve the equal enjoyment of all human rights and development for all, including persons with disabilities. 

The World Programme of Action concerning Disabled Persons states that the consequences of deficiencies and disablement are particularly serious for women. Generally women are subjected to social, cultural and economic disadvantages diminishing their chances of overcoming their disablement and making it all the more difficult for them to take part in community life.1  
The recently adopted Convention on the Rights of the Persons with Disabilities recognizes that women and girls with disabilities are often at greater risk, both within and outside the home, of violence, injury or abuse, neglect or negligent treatment, maltreatment or exploitation.
  To address this concern, the Convention on the Rights of the Persons with Disabilities has also taken a two track approach to promoting gender equality and the empowerment of women with disabilities. It has as one of its principles equality between men,
  and it devotes an article to women with disabilities.
 
Additionally, in its two recent resolutions on Realizing the Millennium Development Goals for persons with disabilities, the General Assembly called for the incorporation of a gender perspective. General Assembly resolution 63/150 of 18 December 2008 urges States to pay special attention to the gender specific needs of persons with disabilities, including by taking measures to ensure their full and effective enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms (operative paragraph 8).  General Assembly resolution 64/131 of 18 December 2009, calls on Governments to enable persons with disabilities to participate as agents and beneficiaries of development, in particular in all efforts aimed at achieving the Millennium Development Goals, by ensuring that programmes and policies to promoting gender equality and empowerment of women and improving maternal health, among others, are inclusive of and accessible to persons with disabilities (operative paragraph 6).

III. The interactive panel discussion
The Panel will consist of key speakers with experience in the empowerment of women and of persons with disabilities. The panelists will share their experience and visions for the inclusion of girls and women with disabilities in efforts towards gender equality, equal enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms by all persons with disabilities, and development for all. 
The panel will address: (a) how the inclusion and empowerment of women with disabilities will contribute to implementing the Beijing Declaration Platform for Action and outcomes of the twenty-third special session of the General Assembly, as well as achieving internationally agreed development goals, including the Millennium Development Goals; and (b) synergies of the women and gender equality movements and disability movement.
It is envisaged that the panel discussion will contribute to: (a) strengthening efforts towards the empowerment of and equality for women and girls with disabilities; (b) mainstreaming disability and gender perspectives in development, including in MDG process and other internationally agreed development goals.
Panelists include:

· Ms. Ana Pelaez Narvaez, member of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
· Ms. Luz Angela Melo, Human Rights Technical Adviser, United Nations Population Fund 
· Ms. Rangita da Silva, Director of International Human Rights Policy Programs at Wellesley Center for Women 
4 General Assembly resolution S-23/3, of 10 June 2000, annex, paragraph5.


5 Ibid., para. 27.


6 Ibid., para. 63. 


1 General Assembly resolution 37/52 of 3 December 1982 (see A/37/351/Add.1 and Add.1/Corr.1, annex, sect. VIII, para. 45).
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