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Statement of behalf of the Global Partnership for Disability and Development
Even tough evidence suggests that persons with disabilities, on average, as a group experience worse socioeconomic outcomes than persons without disabilities; they are still overlooked in the development agenda. The eradication of extreme poverty and hunger cannot be achieved without taking into consideration this group of people that have less education, lower rates of employment, higher unemployment rates, lower wages, worse living conditions and higher rates of poverty. In addition, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, through Article 32 on International Cooperation, recognizes that international cooperation activities need to be inclusive of and accessible to persons with disabilities to ensure the full realization of the objectives and purpose of the Convention As States Parties strive to reduce poverty and implement the CRPD, they will need to identify practices and means to ensure that the needs of persons with disabilities are effectively included in international cooperation policies, programming, implementation, and evaluation. Strong, multi-stakeholder platforms dedicated to supporting collaboration, information sharing and knowledge exchange between all disability and development actors can greatly facilitate the inclusion of disability concerns in poverty reduction efforts. The Global Partnership for Disability and Development (GPDD) is a global initiative to strengthen international cooperation to advance the inclusion of disability issues and considerations into mainstream social and economic development efforts. The GPDD’s membership is an unprecedented alliance of government ministries, bilateral and multilateral donors, United Nations (UN) agencies, NGOs, Disabled People's Organizations (DPOs), national and international development organizations, and other organizations committed to enhancing the rights of people with disabilities and inclusive development. Leveraging resources to create pathways to collaboration, GPDD’s primary means of action mirror many of the measures that Article 32 suggests for States Parties; the following are some examples:

Networking: 
by facilitating the interaction of members and others in multi-stakeholder and peer networks and events. For example, GPDD Organizations meet every other year to provide overall policy and program guidance for the partnership. Also, these meetings are an opportunity to learn about the processes undergone by various development efforts and analyze potentials and challenges in disability and development. In addition, GPDD is hosting and supporting an informal network of representatives of government donor agencies, United Nations agencies, Multilateral Organizations, and Private Foundations titled the International Development Partners Forum on Disability and Development and is committed to supporting Regional Government Networks of national disability focal points and other national authorities to promote systematic exchanges and strengthen informal collaboration. In 2010, GPDD has focused on Latin America, organizing a Seminar for MERCOSUR high level officers in collaboration with the Argentinean Government, the World Bank, and UNDESA SCRPD, among other activities. Main topics covered by the Seminar were: MDGs, public policy and disability; mainstreamed and targeted policies and programs; the role of statistic and data collection in the implementation of disability and development programs; and tools for program monitoring and evaluation.  GPDD continues cooperating with MERCOSUR countries within the OAS context and also started exchanges with RIICOTEC, a technical cooperation network in the region, and looking for opportunities in other regions.

Knowledge Sharing: 
by supporting GPDD listservs, e- discussions, virtual communities, and disseminating members’ knowledge. For example, in response to the earthquake in Haiti in January 2010, the GPDD convened a multi-stakeholder Working Group for Inclusive Reconstruction to advocate for the involvement of people with disabilities in all stages of reconstruction. The Working Group has a diverse membership representing Governments, DPOs, civil society, development and UN agencies. The GPDD Working Group on Haiti developed an awareness raising toolkit entitled Haiti: Reconstruction for All which synthesizes available resources on addressing the needs of persons with disabilities. Working Group members also collaborated to organize events to promote an inclusive reconstruction of Haiti.

Knowledge Creation: 
by identifying research gaps and producing new materials. In particular, we can cite a research study on Inclusive Disaster Management in Bangladesh, Indonesia, and the United States which looked at the experiences of persons with disabilities during major disasters in these countries in this decade, and the systemic changes that occurred between disasters to ensure that disability was included in all aspects of disaster management. The study paid particular attention to the role of international cooperation and the response of international development partners

Awareness Raising and Capacity Building: 
by focusing on the MDGs and the implementation of the CRPD. An example of GPDD’s work in capacity building and awareness raising includes a demonstration project in Mozambique on Including People with Disabilities in Poverty Reduction and Social and Economic Growth and Development Strategies, that included learning events with the participation of Portuguese speaking least developed countries. These events were realized in partnership with the World Bank, Inter-American Institute on Disability and Development, Handicap International, and FAMOD (the Federation of Disabled People’s Organizations of Mozambique), with the collaboration of the government of Brazil)

