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Statement of Ms. Stefanie Ruff, 
Federal Ministry of Economic Cooperation and Development, Germany, 
at the Panel Discussion on “Mainstreaming Disability in Development for Poverty Eradication” on February 10th, 2011

· Poverty reduction is and will continue to be a main goal of German development policy. For this reason, the inclusion of persons with disabilities into all our relevant programmes is an essential guiding principle that is increasingly important to us. The German Minister for Economic Cooperation and Development, Dirk Niebel, as well as both of his State Secretaries have underlined in recent months that disability-inclusive development is a principle that German Development Cooperation will embrace more and more as we are implementing the CRPD.

· For us, the challenge now really is to translate political commitment into meaningful policies and action on the ground. Disability inclusion only makes sense if it has a real, positive impact on persons with disabilities in our partner countries. To achieve this, some of our systems, strategies, processes or staff attitudes may have to be adjusted or changed. This is not only a technical, but also a strategic challenge. For the technical side, we have commissioned a so-called “sector initiative“ at our agency implementing technical cooperation, i.e. GIZ (formerly GTZ). A small team of experts works full-time on promoting disability-inclusive development, advising our staff in the ministry and the implementing agencies both at headquarters and country offices on how to best include persons with disabilities into our work. On the strategic side, in 2011 we will develop a German strategy on disability-inclusive development, outlining on how we plan to achieve our goal of making our development cooperation inclusive of persons with disabilities, and defining concrete and measurable benchmarks that will help us to track results. This process will engage and commit many relevant stakeholders within my own ministry, but also rely on the input and consultation of civil society, especially Disabled People’s Organizations. The strategy for disability-inclusive development is part of the commitment we make in our National Action Plan for the implementation of the CRPD, where we dedicate a whole chapter to international cooperation and the implementation of Article 32.
· We have started the process of engaging civil society, different German Ministries as well as the private sector, by organizing a roundtable on the inclusion of persons with disabilities in development cooperation. While there are a few highly committed actors, mainly organizations working specifically with and for persons with disabilities, we still see a need to sensitize many important players in the development field for the issue of disability inclusion. Our roundtable, which we hosted twice last year, gives a forum for awareness raising, the sharing of experience and strengthening our cooperation with relevant civil society organizations. It has successfully brought over 30 organizations and institutions to one table. Such forums are certainly only a first step and cannot replace implementation in our partner countries, but we feel that we have to keep engaging in a national conversation to pursue a common understanding of what inclusion is, why it is important and how it can be done.  

· Poverty is more than just income poverty. Poverty is multidimensional and includes the lack of opportunities to develop one’s own potentials, to live in dignity, to assert one’s rights, and to participate in economic, political and social life. This is why the inclusion of persons with disabilities is right at the heart of the poverty and human rights nexus. We are convinced that supporting Disabled People’s Organizations is a crucial piece of the puzzle. But we also have to support states, especially those which have ratified the CRPD, to be able to fulfill their obligations. In Bangladesh we just recently started a project to support the Bangladeshi government in developing local action plans for the implementation of the CRPD.     
· Social protection is a major cornerstone in our approach for poverty reduction. One of our challenges is to improve access for persons with disabilities to social protection, especially social health protection, basic transfers and basic services. In Cambodia, we just finalized a study on the barriers for vulnerable groups to health protection and services. One of the results is that we have to generally strengthen a rights-based approach: Once it is understood by users and providers that access to social protection and quality health care is a right of persons with disabilities, inclusion comes into focus as being a necessary and inevitable consequence. 
· In Haiti, we have now started a program which tries to put the twin-track approach into practice on a programmatic level: On the one hand, we want to include persons with disabilities into all our activities concerning reconstruction and economic revitalization. That means for example that a woman with a disability will get the same chances to access a livelihoods program as her non-disabled friend, and will receive additional support such as a mobility aid needed to perform her work. On the other hand, we want to specifically strengthen the voice of disabled people in the process of Haiti’s reconstruction. Only if they are part of the conversation on where the country should be heading, can we make sure that Haiti will be rebuild as an inclusive and accessible society. For that purpose, we are establishing a national center for inclusion, where Disabled People’s Organizations can get training and benefit from capacity development measures. We are excited to see what impact it will have when our programming breathes life into the twin-track approach. For all the difficulties that surely all of us encounter in Haiti, we feel that the combination of disability-specific measures with an approach that is generally inclusive is the way forward for many of our country programs.  
· We see an urgent need to improve data on the prevalence of disability in general, and on the relationship between poverty and disability in particular. Allow me to give you one example that I find particularly striking: One of the most often cited numbers about disability in developing countries is that up to 1 in 5 persons among the extremely poor have a disability. Yet most of you, I am sure, are aware that this estimate was no more than an educated guess mentioned in the footnote of a discussion paper a couple of years ago. For the lack of better data, many in the international disability and donor communities have continued to use this figure in their advocacy and information work, including my own ministry. I think we have to be better than that. Let us take the problem of lacking data seriously. Let us work with partner governments to adequately reflect disability in their census data, let us include information on disability in our own programme evaluation or research work. To improve evidence, the German Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development will invest a higher 6-digit figure for research in disability and development in the next 3 years. 
· Finally, let me underline that we highly appreciate the community of like-minded international donors and agencies. Be it under the umbrella of GPDD, the Global Partnership for Disability and Development, or in our direct cooperation with other government agencies, both formally and informally: Working together with our international partners to make disability-inclusive development a reality is of crucial importance for us. For an issue that is relatively new on the development agenda, we absolutely need a pioneering spirit to venture new paths of inclusion. We are honored to be among the committed pioneer governments assembled here today. I have no doubt that my own ministry has to catch up with many of you, but we are looking forward to this challenge knowing that many of our peers are on the same path with us.
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