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Talking points for the Facilitator, Akiko Ito 
Welcome remarks and background to the event(1.15-1.20pm)
· Dear moderator,  distinguished panelists, representatives from governments, civil society, ladies and gentlemen, good afternoon!
· First of all, I would like to welcome you all to today’s panel discussion. Thank you all the panelists for being here with us at this event.

· This panel is organized,  in conjunction with the 49th session of the CSOCD with ““Poverty Eradication” as its priority theme, by the Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) in collaboration with the Global Partnership for Disability and Development and co-sponsored by the Governments of Finland, Japan, Germany, Norway and the World Bank. 
· Our discussion today will be focused on “Mainstreaming Disability in the Development For Poverty Eradication.”
· Over the past few years, UN DESA has been working closely in partnership with governments and civil society organizations, including organizations of persons with disabilities, in promoting the mainstreaming of disability in development. We have organized a number of seminars, panels and events since 2008 and especially in the last year in time for the 2010 MDG High Level periodic review as well as strategies for the 2015 timeline, in order to include disability and the needs and rights of persons with disabilities in internationally agreed development goals such as the MDGs. 
· Our broad collaboration has started to bear fruits. As a result, last year, the MDG Outcome Document to the High Level meeting  during the 65th session of the General Assembly explicitly mentions the need to include persons with disabilities so that they may benefit from progress towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals. 
· In addition, last year’s General Assembly adopted a resolution (A/RES/65/186 ) which further promotes mainstreaming disability in the MDGs, encourages greater disability-inclusive international cooperation and enables further participation of persons with disabilities in development processes. Furthermore, the resolution calls for a High-level Governmental meeting on disability of the United Nations in 2012.

· Under this backdrop, it is a right time to organize this panel. Our distinguished panels come from both leading bilateral Governmental development agencies and also GPDD. They will share good practices and examples in successfully including and mainstreaming the rights, needs and concerns of persons with disabilities and a perspective of disability in to development cooperation policy and programming and thus make a contribution to poverty eradication and reduction among affected population in general and persons with disabilities in particular. 
· I trust will have another successful and fruitful discussion which will surely contribute to the current CSOCD session and global debates related to poverty eradication.
· It is now my honour to invite Mr. Shybe Chalklen, the UN Special Rapporteur on Disability, to moderate our panel discussion.
· Mr. Chalklen, the floor is yours.
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