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United Nations Expert Group Meeting on 
 Building Inclusive Society and Development Through Promoting ICT Accessibility:  
Emerging Issues and Trends 
Special Session on “Towards disability-responsive and inclusive disasters and emergency response and management” 
Venue: The Nippon Foundation, Tokyo Japan, 
Time: 9.30-11.30am, 20 April 2012

The United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs, in collaboration with the United Nations Information Center and The Nippon Foundation and other agencies and civil society organizations in Japan, are organizing a Special Expert Session to discuss “Towards disability-inclusive and responsive disasters and emergency response and management”. The special session, as a part of the UN Expert Group Meeting on Building an Inclusive Society and Development for All Through Promoting Accessibility in Information and Communication, will be held at the Nippon Foundation, in Tokyo Japan, on 20 April 2012.
Background

Experience and available information reveals that persons with disabilities, compared to the general population, are more vulnerable and likely to be left behind during natural disasters, due to lack of inclusive and responsive preparedness and management, for instance, lack of access to information and communication and inaccessible facilities and services. Disruption to physical, social, economic, and communication networks and support systems affect persons with disabilities much more than the general population. Furthermore, policies and programs for long-term reconstruction, in many cases, neglect and do not take account of the needs of persons with disabilities, thus missing opportunities to ensure inclusive and responsive strategies to cope with future disasters.

Major natural disasters such as the earthquakes in Haiti, Chile, Indonesia and the flood in Pakistan in recent years are some examples. In Haiti, approximately 200,000 people were expected to live with long-term disabilities as a result of injuries. During the Pakistan flood, estimated 20 millions people, many of them are disabled, were suffering and became homeless. The East Japan earthquake and tsunami in 2011 added another example to the list, which once again draws particular attention to the plight of persons with disabilities in disasters and emergency situations and the importance of inclusion and accessibility issues. 
Disability perspective and persons with disabilities shall be included an integral part and be more visible in the international and national disaster prevention and reduction policies and strategies. Increased efforts must be made to integrate the needs and concerns of over 1 billion of persons with disabilities into disaster and emergency preparedness and responses efforts, especially those in support of the Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015, in order to address disaster preparedness and response more effectively and efficiently. In 2015, the 3rd World Conference on Disaster Reduction will be hosted by the Government of Japan. In this context, it is important to recognize the importance of including disability in development in this aspect. Inclusion of persons with disabilities is essential to the effectiveness of disaster prevention and reduction policies and strategy, it is also an imperative to ensure equality and human rights for all. 
International norm and standards concerning persons with disabilities in disasters
The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) was adopted by the United Nations in December 2006. The Convention marks a "paradigm shift" in attitudes and approaches to persons with disabilities. Particularly, CRPD Article 11 provides for the protection and safety of persons with disabilities in situations of risk, including the occurrence of natural disasters. Additionally, on the fundamental issue of accessibility (Article 9), the Convention requires countries to identify and eliminate obstacles and barriers and ensure that persons with disabilities can access their environment, transportation, public facilities and services, and information and communications technologies.
Tentative Program
Experts in disaster management and ICT accessibility from Japan, the United Nations, Haiti, USA, Pakistan and Indonesia, will have interactive discussions with a focus on the following issues:

· Situations  in the aftermath of disasters and measures undertaken in affected regions;
· First-hand experience and findings on access to information and communication from the perspective of persons with disabilities;
·  Reflection on lessons learnt from the practices;
· Recommendations addressed to the local community, Governments and the United Nations on including disability and promoting accessibility in disaster prevention and reduction 
The presentations will be followed by a session of Q&A.
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The Nippon Foundation, Mr. Yasunobu Ishii Tel:03-6229-5284, Fax: 03-6229-5180 and email: y_ishii@ps.nippon-foundation.or.jp and the United Nations Secretariat, email: ito@un.org and zhangg@un.org
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