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United Nations Expert Group Meeting on 
 Building an Inclusive Society and Development through Promoting Accessibility in Information and Communication Technologies (ICT):  
Emerging Issues and Trends
Press Release 

Tokyo, 19 April.  Experts representing all regions of the world will meet today in Tokyo, Japan at the Nippon Foundation to address critical issues concerning accessibility and inclusive society and development. A special focus of the meeting will be on the promotion of accessible information and communication technologies and disability-inclusive natural disaster response and emergency management. 
The United Nations Expert Group Meeting (EGM) entitled "Building an Inclusive Society and Development through Promoting Accessibility in Information and Communication Technologies (ICT): Emerging Issues and Trends" is organized by the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UNDESA), in close collaboration with the United Nations Information Centre in Tokyo and the Nippon Foundation.   

Over the course of the three-day meeting, the experts will review current policies and regulations concerning ICT accessibility, technical standardization and guidance, and guidelines and share innovative ideas and options for promoting ICT accessibility and disability inclusion, including in the situations of natural disasters and emergencies. This review will help identify good practices and lessons learned to further catalyze disability-inclusive development. The meeting will conclude with recommendations for accessible and disability-inclusive development policies and guidelines, including those relating to natural disasters and emergency management.  

On the morning of 20 April, a special session of the EGM “Towards inclusive and disability responsive disaster and emergency response and management” will feature critical issues concerning disability-inclusive disaster and emergency management and will highlight the lessons learned from the recent earthquake and tsunami in Japan. Available data indicates that persons with disabilities, compared to the general population, are more vulnerable in natural disasters and other emergency situations due to the lack of necessary policies and measures for accessible disaster preparedness and management, including accessible ICT facilities and services.

Global experts from Japan, Haiti, Indonesia and the United States, among others, will review first-hand experience and findings regarding the need for disability inclusion, including with respect to access to ICT services, in situations of earthquakes and tsunamis, as well as in post-disaster reconstruction. The experts will also reflect on lessons learned from and will offer recommendations for local authorities, Governments and United Nations agencies. 

On the afternoon of 21 April, the Japanese Disability Forum (JDF), the Nippon Foundation and the DESA will co-organize a forum focused on “Accessibility, Disability and Inclusive Society”. The forum will include presentations of findings and recommendations from the EGM, followed by sharing experience in Japan to promote an accessible and inclusive society. Participants then will engage in an interactive discussion.
Accessibility is recognized in the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and many other international instruments as both a means and a goal for achieving inclusive society and development.  Challenges remain, however, in translating commitments into development policies and practices on the ground. For this reason, the United Nations General Assembly has decided to convene a High Level Meeting on Disability and Development in 2013, with the aim of strengthening global efforts to ensure accessibility for and inclusion of persons with disabilities in all aspects of development efforts towards 2015 and beyond.
“This meeting is vital and highly strategic at this time. It is not only about improving disaster preparedness and management, but also helping countries around the world to promote global development policies and practices to be accessible for and inclusive of persons with disabilities,” said Ms. Akiko Ito, Chief of the Secretariat for the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (SCRPD) at UNDESA. “It is a continuation of decades-long work of the United Nations to build an accessible and fully inclusive society for all”, she added.

