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Thank you very much, moderator, for your introduction,

Dear participants,

The objective of this expert group meeting is to contribute to the building of an inclusive society. Specifically, we wish to contribute to global policy discourses regarding how to do so through strategically promoting accessibility in information and communication technologies (ICT) and related services and products. 

Over the course of the next three days, our task is to share experience and good practices. Based on our discussions, we will develop a set of practical and concrete recommendations to promote accessible ICTs as an enabler of inclusion and participation for persons with disabilities. 

Bearing this in mind, I would like to focus my presentation on the following three points:

1. The global policy frameworks relating to disability; 

2. Accessibility in the international development agenda, including common barriers and challenges faced, as well as the progress made, priority areas which
must be tackled to build an accessible and inclusive society ; and

3. lastly, looking-ahead, I will reflect on current developments at the UN 
as a relating to the theme of this EGM.

Global policy frameworks relating to accessibility and the advancement of persons with disabilities 

The goal of the work of the UN is to advance human rights and achieve economic and social progress for a peaceful and prosperous society for all.

From a disability perspective, this means the promotion of equal participation in society and development, and of the equal enjoyment of the fruits of development by persons with disabilities. This is an integral part of the goal and work of the United Nations.

Beginning in the 1980s, many UN resolutions identified “accessibility” as a priority in the design of policies and programmes to promote equalization of opportunities for persons with disabilities in development. 

Accessibility is a principal theme of the World Programme of Action concerning Disabled Persons, adopted in 1982.
The World Programme of Action states that accessibility in the general systems of society, such as the physical and cultural environment, housing and transportation, social and health services, educational and work opportunities, cultural and social life, including sports and recreational facilities is essential to furthering its development objective of equalization of opportunities.  

Normative and substantive guidance on accessibility is provided in Rule 5 (Accessibility) as part of the strategic “target areas for equal participation” in the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities, adopted in 1993.
 Under the Standard Rules, “States should recognize the overall importance of accessibility in the process of the equalization of opportunities in all spheres of society.” For persons with disabilities of any kind, States should (a) introduce programmes of action to make the physical environment accessible; and (b) undertake measures to provide access to information and communication.

Accessibility is a fundamental component of the landmark UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
 , adopted in 2006. It is addressed both in the Preamble of the Convention, and in a number of specific articles.  Article 9 (accessibility) seeks to enable persons with disabilities to live independently and participate fully in all aspects of life and development. It calls upon States Parties to take appropriate measures to ensure that persons with disabilities have access to all aspects of society, on an equal basis with others, as well as identify and eliminate obstacles and barriers to accessibility. The Convention also provides guidance on the terms “reasonable accommodation” and “universal design” in its “Definitions” Article, and provides guidance on access to sign language in its “Freedom of expression and opinion, and access to information” Article.

From this brief reviewing, it is clear that:

1. At the time of the 1982 adoption of the World Programme of Action concerning Disabled Persons, the international community had already identified the need for accessibility in the broad sense, in the built environment, in transport services and in communications; 

2. Well before the rapid expansion of Internet-enabled technologies and services, the 1993 Standard Rules recognized that steps should be taken to ensure that these services be accessible; and 

3. The Convention considers both accessibility and usability as important in  promoting, protecting and ensuring the full and equal enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms by all persons with disabilities.

Accessibility in the context of international development 
While the principal disability-specific international instruments address accessibility and advancement of persons with disabilities in the context of mainstream development, the disability perspective has been not been included, or included only in a limited manner in the outcome documents of major UN conferences and Summits on global development. Where mentioned at all, disability is often dealt within the context of “vulnerable social groups” without addressing the specific barriers they face. For example in terms of equitable access to resources and services including: employment; social services; social protection; education; health-care and rehabilitation; and legal support systems.  

In relation to information and communication, the Geneva Declaration of Principles adopted (2003)at the World Summit on the Information Society recognized the “special needs” of older persons and persons with disabilities in context of building an Information Society for all. Access to information and knowledge, capacity building, and an enabling environment are identified in the Declaration as key principles in building an Information Society for all, however the Declaration does not go further to discuss specifically the essential role that accessible information and communication technology would contribute in furthering that purpose. 
The Tunis Commitment (2005) does refer to “the special needs of marginalized and vulnerable groups of society, including… persons with disabilities,” the Commitment provides no guidance for ensuring that “inclusive and development-oriented Information Societies” will provide accessibility with reasonable adaptation for all.

The Tunis Agenda for the Information Society directs special attention to financial mechanisms, including technology transfers… persons with disabilities are viewed as subjects for ICT education and training and beneficiaries of assistive technologies and not as development agents in their own right.

From this brief reviewing, I have the following points that I wish to draw the attention of all of us in our work in coming three days:

First, it is apparent that accessibility is considered an essential component of broad human rights and development framework. At the same time, these frameworks do not offer insights regarding the practical measures necessary to build an accessible and inclusive society for all.  In other words, the disability perspective and participation of persons with disabilities as agents and beneficiaries in mainstream development so far remains an elusive objective in the international development policy framework.  
Second, policy guidance on accessibility remains limited to mainly the principal international disability instruments, namely the World Programme of Actions, Standard Rules and the Convention.

To some extent, it is also true that beyond the disability community and those of us working in and with disability or social-related sectors, accessibility issue seems have not yet received sufficient attention. There is a lack of understanding about accessibility and its importance as an integral component for equitable, sustainable and inclusive development. There is a lack of consensus amongst development policy makers and programme implementers, that accessibility is an endeavour, it is a public good and an investment in infrastructure, although experience and available information tell us that accessibility benefits a wide-spectrum of end users, and it contribute to the process of growth and of development of society.   

This status of accessibility in practice presents a challenge. But it is also an opportunity for us to work harder and to work together with our partners in the international community to further promote accessibility and disability inclusive development.

Development decisions that omit the concerns of  15 per cent of the world’s population are unlikely to generate progress that is either sustainable or successful in promoting equality. 

That directs me to our next question, that is, how can we best convince policy makers and a wide range of stakeholders in the community to accept and promote accessibility as an enabler for equalization of opportunities for development participation by everyone, including persons with disabilities?  

Disability, the MDGs and post-2015 development agenda

At the United Nations, one of the key approaches we have taken to promoting accessibility has been through the mainstreaming of disability in the international development agenda, including the Millennium Development Goals.

More than one billion people, or fifteen per cent of the world’s population, are people with disabilities, of whom 80 per cent live in developing countries. As reported in the World Report on Disability, people with disabilities in countries around the world experience high rates of poverty and inequality than people without disabilities. 

While there has been general progress towards the achievement of the MDGS, in spite of the clear need for disability to be included, available data shows that policies and programmes related to the Millennium Development Goals have not fully addressed or specifically included disability and persons with disabilities. 

In the remaining course of the Millennium Development Goals until 2015, a continuous effort should be made for the inclusion of persons with disabilities in the current MDG framework.  Urgent priority must be given to removal of the multiple barriers facing persons with disabilities; not only to create a level playing field compared to those without disabilities but also to prevent their further marginalization in society.

Emphasizing disability as a cross-cutting development concern, the General Assembly, through its resolutions 63/150, 64/131 and 65/186, has reiterated the need to promote the inclusion of disability in Internationally Agreed Development Goals including the MDGs and set out its priorities, including the following, for doing so:

· Explicitly include disability issues and persons with disabilities in national plans and tools designed to contribute to the full realization of the Goals.

· Provision of international cooperation that is inclusive of and accessible to persons with disabilities.

· Integration of disability issues into the work of the UN, including through the work of the Inter-Agency Support Group on the Convention.

· Full participation of persons with disabilities at all levels of policymaking and development,
 and in the formulation of strategies and plans, in particular those most relevant to them.

· Strengthening of collection and compilation of national data and information about the situation of persons with disabilities following existing international guidelines on disability statistics.

· Promoting accessibility (the built environment, information and communication technology, institutional, economic and social) is crucial for effective participation and inclusion of persons with disabilities in development, both as beneficiaries and as agents.

Conclusions

As the final deadline for the achievement of the MDGs draws near, it is imperative that the international community should, through all possible channels, ensure that disability is included in the MDGs, as well as in any development framework beyond 2015.  The inclusion of disability in the post-2015 framework is a prerequisite to achieve more holistic, equitable and sustainable development, as well as to regenerate and further strengthen the normative and policy frameworks on disability. 

In 2013, the General Assembly  will hold a High-level Meeting on disability and development, at the level of Heads of State and Government, with the overarching theme “The way forward: a disability inclusive development agenda towards 2015 and beyond”.

The High-level Meeting will provide a historical opportunity raise global awareness and elevate commitment and strengthening efforts to ensure accessibility for and inclusion of persons with disabilities in all aspects of development efforts. The Meeting will highlight the requirement for stronger action to achieve the Millennium Development Goals and Other Internationally Agreed Development Goals for persons with disabilities and draw attention to need to ensure the inclusion of disability in the post-2015 development framework.

The High-level Meeting will result in a concise, action-oriented outcome document, which will be a core reference text serving as the culmination of pledged commitments and discussions and as the basis for undertaking required actions at global, regional, national and local levels for promoting the rights and advancement of the status of persons with disabilities in society and development.
Given the cross-cutting nature of environmental accessibility issues that will be addressed at this meeting, your views are of critical importance. The findings and recommendations coming out of our EGM now will serve as an important contribution to:
· Further raise global awareness among disability and mainstream development policy makers and stakeholders in the broad communities on accessibility and disability inclusion in development, including in natural disaster and emergency situations 
· Send a strong message that accessibility is an investment in infrastructure that adds value and benefit wide spectrum of end users which is critical for sustainable and equitable development for all

· Support capacity of countries and stakeholders by sharing promising practices and experience in removal barriers and promoting further accessibility 

· Specifically, this EGM will better inform the policy makers in the Governments and the UN the High-level Meeting, enriching and informing both its discourse and outcome.


Thank you very much.
�Available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/enable/diswpa00.htm" �http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/enable/diswpa00.htm�. 
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