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Dear Mr. Sasakawa, President of the Nippon Foundation,

Dear Ms. Mari Yamashita, director of the United Nations Information Center,

Dear Experts of this meeting from all over the world,

Colleagues, friends and ladies and Gentlemen,

Good morning.

My name is Akiko Ito, I am the Chief of the Secretariat for the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities at the Division for Social Policy and Development. Our Division is based in the Department of Economic and Social Affairs (also known as UNDESA) of the United Nations in New York. 

It is my great pleasure to welcome you all at this meeting organized by the UNDESA in close collaboration with the United Nations Information Center and the Foundation which was established in 1962 as the largest private foundation with an aims to serve the wellbeing of all human being.
I wish to first of all extend our sincere appreciation to President Sasakawa of the Nippon Foundation and Ms. Yamashita of the UN Information Center in Tokyo for your generous support and cooperation. We are so proud of your achievements. You have been the champions and real models in promoting people-centred and inclusive development. We are honoured to have your cooperation with and support to the United Nations.

My special appreciation goes to Mr. Ishii and many of staffs and volunteers who are present or not today, in the Nippon Foundation and the UNIC Tokyo. You have worked tirelessly together with us, day and night, over the past weeks preparing for today’s meeting. We acknowledge the cooperation and support from all our sponsors who have enabled us to make this meeting on - “building inclusive society and development through promoting ICT accessibility” - a reality.

Thank you very much!

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Dear experts,

DESA is the global focal point on disability within the UN system. DESA supports the development pillar of the United Nations, working together with and helping countries around the world meet their economic, social and environmental challenges. 

In this context, the work of the United Nations in the field of disability is based on the charter – promoting human rights and social progress for all. Based on the notion lasting international peace and security are possible only if the economic and social well-being of people everywhere is assured.

This EGM will deal with two important topics -accessibility and natural disaster and emergency management- they are two areas of strategic importance for the endeavour to build an inclusive and sustainable society for every body, including persons with disabilities.

The discussion of these two topics is taking place at an opportune time and could make a significant contribution to the upcoming global policy discussions at the United Nations. 

The recommendations from this meeting should provide policy options for how the disability perspective including accessibility barriers facing persons with disabilities could be emphasised in the following Meetings of the United Nations for example.

[Themes of the next CSOCD sessions and ECOSOC AMR]
The next biennial theme for the upcoming 51st and 52nd sessions of the Commission on Social Development will focus on “ promoting empowerment of people in achieving poverty eradication, social integration and full employment and decent work for all”.

Next year in 2013, the Economic and Social Council will organize its Annual Ministerial Review around “science, technology and innovation, and the potential of culture, for promoting sustainable development and achieving the Millennium Development Goals”.
[HLM on disability and development]
Last year, the General Assembly adopted resolution 66/124 deciding to convene a high-level meeting on disability (HLMD) at the level of Heads of State and Government on 23 September 2013 with the overarching theme: “The way forward: a disability inclusive development agenda towards 2015 and beyond”.  The Meeting will highlight the requirement for stronger action to achieve the Millennium Development Goals and Other Internationally Agreed Development Goals for persons with disabilities and draw attention to need to ensure the inclusion of disability in the post-2015 development framework. It is expected the HLMD will result in an action-oriented Outcome Document serving as the basis for undertaking required actions at global, regional, national and local levels for promoting the rights of persons with disabilities in society and development. Today’s Meeting can help provide concrete inputs to the envisaged Outcome Document from the HLM in 2013. 
[The process and current discussion on the 2015 development framework]
At the 2010 MDG Summit, Member States recognized the need to begin thinking about a post-2015 agenda, without neglecting efforts to reach the MDGs. In response, the UN has established a UN System Task Team on the Post-2015 UN Development Agenda. This Task Team supports the consultation process by providing analytical inputs, expertise and outreach.
Last fall, the post 2015 agenda was taken up at the General Assembly. It was discussed again earlier this year at an informal briefing with delegations. Member States have made clear that they want to lead an open, inclusive consultation process that engages all relevant stakeholders. In general, it is felt that the Millennium Declaration and the MDG framework should be the starting point for looking ahead. However, it is also necessary to address the new challenges that have emerged since 2000, including climate change and the increased frequency and severity of disasters, as well as challenges we’ve long faced but not yet overcome, such as the need to fully realize human rights for all.

Over the course of the next three days, our task is to share experience and good practices. Based on our discussions, we will develop a set of practical and concrete recommendations to promote accessibility especially in information and communication technologies (ICTs) as an enabler of inclusion and participation for persons with disabilities including in the response to natural disaster and emergencies. 
[Natural disaster]

Natural disaster reduction is one of the priorities in the recent UN agenda. Persons with disabilities, compared to the general population, are more vulnerable and likely to be left behind during natural disasters, due to lack of inclusive and responsive preparedness and management. 

Furthermore, policies and programs for long-term reconstruction, in many cases, neglect and do not take account of the needs of persons with disabilities, thus missing opportunities to ensure inclusive and responsive strategies to cope with future disasters.

Major natural disasters such as the earthquake and tsunami that hit East Japan last year is a compelling reminder, of the plight of persons with disabilities in disasters and emergency situations and the importance of inclusion and accessibility issues. 

Disability perspective and persons with disabilities shall be included as an integral part of international and national disaster prevention and reduction policies and strategies for example those in support of the Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015. 

In 2015, the 3rd World Conference on Disaster Reduction will be hosted by Japan presenting an important opportunity to advocate and call for inclusion of persons with disabilities as an essential component of any disaster prevention and reduction policies and strategy.

We will have a special and feature session dedicated to this topic on April 20 morning. I trust we will hear the rich experience and good practices learned from Japan and the rest of the world. Based on this exchange on knowledge we hope to build practical recommendations addressed to the local community, Governments and the United Nations on including disability and promoting accessibility in disaster prevention and reduction.

[Accessibility]
Accessibility is an area that has been gradually and increasingly attracting international attention. Since the days in 1980s, about 20 UN General Assembly resolutions identified “accessibility” as a priority in the design of policies and programmes to promote equalization of opportunities for persons with disabilities in development. 

The adoption of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities promotes accessibility, universal and inclusive design and also clarifies and qualified strategic areas where adaptions have to be made for persons with disabilities to effectively exercise their rights and participate in society on an equal basis with others.

Globally, progress has been made. Initiatives and good practices are increasingly taking place in the northern and the southern countries of different economic and technical development levels. 

However, challenges remain mainly in the gap between development policy and practices on ground, between commitments and capacity to deliver.

In an increasingly digital world, access to information and technology for persons with disabilities, severely lag behind widening the digital divide between persons with disabilities and the non-disabled counter-parts. Accessible information and communication technology systems have a tremendous potential to enable persons with disabilities to live independently and promote their inclusion in society. {You could include an example here about instant access to information, ability to shop online, participate in online discussions 

Dear experts, ladies and gentlemen,
Participants from all regions of the world at this meeting will address these questions and challenges. Findings and recommendation coming out of this EGM could make contributions to the global policy discourses and development for building an inclusive, equitable and sustainable society for all, including persons with disabilities.
I now have the honour to declare the opening of the UN Expert Group meeting.

I wish a success and look forward to a fruitful discussion in the meeting in coming days. 
Thank you.
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