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MISSION 
Promotion of accessibility of the built and virtual environments, including ICT and assistive technology (long term)

Promoting the development of assistive technology, including the use of ICT (long term)  
Promoting an accessible and inclusive society for all (long term)

Implementation of UN CRPD – Article 2, 3, 4, 9, 20, and 26 (short term)

OVERALL OBJECTIVE
To promote the development of an accessible built environment and infrastructures for the elderly and people with disabilities (PwD’s) in order that everyone can participate independently and with dignity in all normal activities of daily living
To promote the concept of Universal Design, Inclusive Design and Design for All within the planning, architectural, interior and design  professions so that it become common practice in the design of the built environments and urban spaces 

To promote the concept of E-inclusion, Inclusive Design and Design for All within IT design and IT professions so that it become common practice in the design of the virtual environments

To have a positive impact on society and the professionals dealing with built and virtual environments, including ICT and assistive technology 
PROMOTION OF CONVENTIONS AND STANDARDS

UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Article 2, 3, 4, 9, 20, 26) 

Biwako Millennium Framework Plus 5 for the Second Asia Pacific Decade for PwD’s
UN Sanya Declaration on Accessible Tourism (2006)
UN/DPI Bangkok Declaration on Accessible Tourism (2007)
UN Standard Rules on Equalization of Opportunities for PwD’s adopted by the UN General Assembly (1993)

DEVELOPMENT OF MEMBERSHIP AND ASSOCIATIONS 

Develop associations and membership to embrace a cross section of international and regional organizations, professional associations and NGO’s towards the promotion and implementation of Article 4, 9, 20, 26.

Establish partnership and collaboration with IDA (International Disability Alliance).

Collaboration with International Organizations and Forums such as World Blind Union (WBU), World Federation of the Deaf (WFD), International Federation on Aging (IFA), TRANSED, ISPO, Inclusion International, DPI, Handicap International; and Regional Organizations such as Asia Pacific Disability Forum and Asia Pacific Center on Disability, 
Collaborate with international professional associations such as AAATE, RESNA, RESJA, ARATE, WSIS and ITU.

Work directly with ISO on Standard: “Accessibly and Usability of the Built Environment” and International Union of Architects (UIA) Work Programmes (WP) on Architecture for All (built environment), and Sports & Leisure, (Olympics and Paralympics venues) and other related UIA Work Programmes.

Collaborate with regional professional associations such as Architects Council of Europe (ACE), Architects Regional Council of Asia (ARCASIA), and Federation of Pan American Association of Architects (FPAA).

TARGET GROUP

Architects, urban planners, students, architectural/planning/design educators, practitioners and academics, fire engineers, building owners and providers, international and regional organizations working in the area of accessibility and disability.
IT software developers and suppliers, telecom operation service providers, developers and suppliers of AT, occupational therapist (OT) and physical therapist (PT) groups, and DPO’s (disabled persons organizations) working in the area of ITC, AT and disability.
MAJOR ACTIVITIES 
Coordinate and assist in Programmes in each Region.
Establish Accessibility Accreditation and Certification Systems with recognised bodies (RI-ICTA) to accredit and certify facilities and infrastructures are in compliance with UN access standards. (E.g. World Green Building Council – LEED Accreditation)
Promote policy of public procurement of accessible projects such as “Build for All” initiated by Architects Council of Europe (ACE)

Confer Awards on Accessibility of Built Environments and Urban Spaces, Design Awards of Accessible ICT and Assistive Technology, Awards for Accessible Transportation Systems and Infrastructures.
Promote exhibitions of Access Awards within each Region

Organize High-Level Roundtable with speakers from UN Human Rights Commission, European Commission of Disability, Ministries of Transport, Order of Architects, and Renowned Architects (Michael Greaves).
Promote the teaching of universal accessibility including safe evacuation, ICT and AT in universities as standard curriculum for Planners, Architects, Interior Designers, Engineers, OTs and PTs, Rehabilitation and Transportation Engineers.
Provide professional training courses and workshops on Universal Accessibility (UA) including safe evacuation, ICT, AT and E-Inclusion towards the certification of professional access auditors/consultants.
Prepare Database on publications, books, design guidelines, best practice guides, reference materials, technical equipment relating to UA and MOE (Means of Evacuation), ICT and AT.

Prepare Database on Access Legislations currently exist globally that require revisions to comply with requirements of the UN-CRPD.

SPECIFIC  IDEAS for ACTIVITIES 
Access to the Skies

· Airlines Policy

· Airports Policy

· Terminal Facilities

· Aircraft Facilities 

· Air Passenger Rights
· Current IATA Regulations relating to Disabled Travelers
· Staffing - Air and Ground Service and Sensitivity Training

· Comparative Study: Accessibility of International Airports

· Directory/Access Guide of major international airports of each region.
Accessible Tourism

· Regional Development

· UN – ESCAP (Bali Declaration, Sanya Declaration)

· Pattaya City, Thailand

· Bali, Indonesia

· Sanya and Shanghai China
Accessible City Guides

· Infrastructures

· Transportation Facilities

· Built Environments
· ICT

· Services
Access to Heritage Buildings and Sites

· Promotion of access and egress
· Prepare Accessibility Guidelines to heritage buildings and sites

· Prepare best practice design guides for universal access to heritage buildings and sites including the use of AT and ICT

Access to ICT Based Service Providers

· Visual impaired persons

· Intellectually impaired  persons
Access to Olympic and Paralympics Games Venues
· Winter Olympic Games 2010 Vancouver 
· London Olympic 2012

Information on International Codes, Standards, Guidelines and Anti-Discrimination Legislation

· Prepare global directory on International Codes, Standards, Guidelines and Anti-Discrimination Legislation to be uploaded on UN Global and Regional websites

· Provide useful links on UN Global and Regional websites with UN Database
ICT and Assistive Technology

· Prepare global directory on Standards and Guidelines relating to ICT and Assistive Technology

· Develop programmes with WSIS, ITU, IT software developers
University Curriculum

· Planning
· Urban Design
· Architecture
· Transportation 
· Interior Design
· Fire Engineering Design
· Product / Industrial Design
· ICT/AT Design
· Fashion Design

· Assistive Technology/Equipment Design

· Information Communication Technology/Equipment Design

· Tourism
· Occupational Therapy and Physical Therapy
Access Awards and Recognitions

· Individuals

· Corporations & Organizations

· Education Systems

· Industry 

· City & Urban Planning

· Infrastructure & Transportation

· Open Spaces & Urban Areas

· Buildings
· AT/ICT Systems 
· Innovative Services

· Schindler Award for Architecture “Access for All”
· Telecom & Information providers (IBM, Microsoft, Nokia)
· RI – ICTA Award for Access

· UIA Universal Accessibility Award

· ARCASIA Access Award
· Architects Council of Europe Access Award
· FPAA Access Award
Design Competitions on low-cost, appropriate and sustainable mobility aids in rural areas
· Schools of Architecture and Design

· Universal Design Associations

· Schools of Industrial and Products Design
Development of Inclusive Design, Universal Design and Best Practice Standards/Guidelines 

· Global Harmonization of Standards – wheelchair accessories, etc.
· ISO Standard on “Accessibility and Usability of the Built Environment”
· ISO Standards on Lifts, Wheelchairs etc.
· WHO Manual on Wheelchairs
· Consumer Products, Industrial/Building Products, Vehicles (manufactured in PRC)
· Preparation of Universal Accessibility Design Guidelines including safe evacuation
· Accessible Accommodation Design Guidelines (VIP - Vision Impaired Persons, HIP – Hearing Impaired Persons , IIP – Intellectually Impaired Persons)
· ICTA Technical Data Sheet on UA, ICT, AT designs
Training and Education

· General

· Professional

· Academic

· Accessible built environment,  transport, ICT and assistive technology

· Care apparel centre (Textile)

· School of hotel and tourism 
Conferences and Events 

· IDDP

· ICT Year

· 2010 TRANSED Conference (Hong Kong)
· Promotion of UN-CRPD and accessibility at international, regional and local exhibitions and conferences with booths and banners (World Expo – Shanghai)
Resource Person/Accessibility Professional Database

· Development of a resource persons directory that include experts in the area of accessible built environment, fire safety, accessible transportation, assistive technology and ICT, accessible tourism,  access to heritage buildings and sites, training and education, and in editorial and publication.
Communication

· Develop accessible websites to each region and hyperlinked with each other and to UN HQ with resources database and useful links.
· Promote Accessible Website Design Guide, WAI (World Accessible Initiative), W3C.
· Assist the establishment and maintenance of regional websites for developing economies.
Re-Construction, Re-Building & Disaster Recovery

· Develop strategies to meet the need and demand of re-building and disaster recovery

· Develop ability to rapidly deploy a team of experts and volunteers to the affected areas

· Re-construction programmes and  projects to incorporate accessibility parameters
· Collaborate on Projects funded by World Bank, Development Banks, USAID, JICA

· Provide (RI-ICTA) Best Practice Guides on UA, MOE, ICT, and AT
Finance
· Projects and Infrastructures funded by global and regional monetary providers must comply with accessibility standards as mandated in the loan conditions. 
· To encourage self sufficiency and financial sustainability of Regions to promote accessibility through programmes of fund raising and industrial sponsorships.
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