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· [bookmark: _GoBack]Good afternoon, I am Raf Tuts, the Coordinator of UN-Habitat’s Housing and Slum Upgrading Branch here at our global headquarters in Nairobi. It is a distinct pleasure to be with you this afternoon to close the proceedings of what has proved to be three incredible days of working together towards Inclusive Cities for All.

· Distinguished Delegates, Excellencies, Colleagues, Friends and Partners of the United Nations and the communities working with disabilities – thank you very much for having come to Nairobi to share your knowledge and views with us here at this Forum on Disability Inclusion and Accessible Urban Development.  - And particular thanks goes to UN-DESA with whom we are proud partners on this issue, and with whom we look forward to further collaboration in the future. UN-Habitat is committed to collaborating with UN-DESA/DSPD in the lead up to Habitat III and in the New Urban Agenda in working towards inclusive cities.

· Tomorrow, on 31 October, we celebrate World Cities Day. As you know, the theme of “Designed to Live Together" could not be more fitting to convene this conference of experts but at this time. Colleagues, friends, we stand at a most critical juncture – at the doorsteps of the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda and the formulation of indicators for the targets of the Sustainable Development Goals. And we at UN-Habitat – as well as for urban dwellers worldwide – look towards the Habitat III Conference on Housing and Urban Development, which will take place in Quito in October next year.

· There has never been more attention on SDGs as there is now in working towards inclusive cities. The “Housing at the Centre” Approach is key to realizing this vision. Innovative housing, innovative transportation and innovative buildings programmes that make our cities accessible to all are urgently needed.

· Housing at the Centre is needed. It will be instrumental for the New Urban Agenda to meet the growing needs of urbanization in a way that benefits all people. The momentum could not be better with the first ever worldwide Sustainable Development Goal to “make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable” and targets to “ensure access for all to adequate, safe and affordable housing and basic services and upgrade slums” Inclusive cities still remain very elusive in many parts of the world. Inclusivity will require budget allocations, government commitment and more work than we have already been doing.

· Over the past three days, you have shared experiences from more than fifteen countries and from many research institutes with global reach, you have shared localized solutions with global impacts, particularly the incredible technological advances made towards ensuring the inclusion of persons with disabilities in all matters large and small.

· We have learned how in the absence of appropriate legal frameworks, we stand little chance of improving our lives – but we have also learned that even where these frameworks exists, constraints remain on a variety of issues, from changing the mindset of policy- and decision makers, over adequate budgetary allocations, to simply the inability to keep up with technology when it progresses, or to disseminated appropriate technology before it outdates.

· [Placeholder for the proceedings of the morning’s Special Session entitled “Multi-stakeholders partnership to promote Disability Inclusion and Accessibility in Urban Development in Africa”]

· In these closing remarks, I shall not attempt to do justice to the richness of the interventions and the ensuing discussions.  We hoped that this Forum would be an opportunity for learning and exchanging experiences and expertise with one another – towards the ultimate goal of strengthening policies and practices that respect, promote and fulfill the rights of persons living with disabilities in our cities. – And our expectations have been much surpassed. 

· Your contributions as international experts and practitioners who have travelled from different parts of the world to come to Nairobi to share your knowledge and expertise – thank you! Thank you to the delegates who shared with us latest state-of-the-art technologies and best practices for replication, and who demonstrated ways in which vicious cycles can turn virtuous. Thank you to the delegates who shared their personal stories of living with disabilities. Thank you all, once again, very much.  

· I hope you have all picked up your personal copy of the UN-Habitat publication that came hot off the press yesterday entitled “The right to adequate housing for persons with disabilities – towards inclusive cities”. At UN-Habitat, we remain committed to promote inclusive cities for all – cities, that leave no one behind; cities that do not leave the more than one billion persons with disabilities behind. We look forward to continue this important journey together with you towards ensuring inclusive and sustainable urbanization for all. We are committing UN-Habitat to leaving no one behind and to working towards more inclusive cities.

· I wish you all a safe journey home. Thank you very much.
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