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Forum on Disability Inclusion and Accessible Urban Development 
28-30th October 2015

Opening Statement

Ms. Aisa Kirabo Kacyira, Deputy Executive Director, UN-Habitat
· Distinguished Delegates, Excellencies, honorable African Union representative, Mr. Lefhoko Kesamang, Colleagues from the UN family, distinguished representatives of people living with disabilities, Ladies and Gentlemen –

· On behalf of UN Habitat, on behalf of our Executive Director, Dr. Joan Clos, and on my own behalf, I would like to warmly welcome you and thank you for coming all the way from wherever you are coming to this beautiful campus of ours in Nairobi. I hope that in the next three days you have a chance to visit and enjoy it. 
· It is a true honor for UN-Habitat, with great collaboration and support from UNDESA and UNON to be hosting this important and timely event. In two days, we will be celebrating World Cities Day 2015 that has as its theme "Designed to Live Together" – and it could not be more fitting to convene this conference of experts but at this time.

· My colleagues Under Secretary General, Mr. Hongbo Wu and Daniela have very eloquently talked about the key global events that have been taking place in the last few months, that we, as leaders, should be cognizant. We are lucky today that the world today is much more united towards sustainable development and hence we have the 2030 sustainable Development Agenda that is very focused on inclusiveness.  
· Just as the Sustainable Development Goals have been agreed upon, and in the run up to the Habitat III Conference on Housing and Urban Development, which will take place in Quito in October next year. I trust this forum will contribute well to this process because while the conference is next year the journey began about a year ago. It is participatory and it must be as inclusive as possible.  So we are counting on you for your contribution in that process.
· A lot of good work has already been done in that process but we cannot also run away from the challenges that we are facing in urbanization. Urbanization, badly managed, is sometimes going wrong, creating increased inequalities and exclusion. It can prevent from access to opportunities and adequate housing, especially for the most vulnerable, and especially for persons living with disabilities. So we believe that this subject discussed today at the Forum on disability and inclusion and urban development is timely and relevant.
· It is our hope that this Forum will be an opportunity for learning and exchanging experiences and expertise with one another – towards the ultimate goal of strengthening policies and practices that respect, promote and fulfill the rights of persons living with disabilities in our cities. We promote inclusive cities for all – cities,  that leave no one behind. 
· Too often, we see the existing barriers in public spaces and buildings, as well as the lack of safe, affordable, accessible and barrier-free housing and transportation, obstruct persons with disabilities from fully enjoying their rights and from living in dignity and safety in their communities.

· Urban spaces may exacerbate segregation and the exclusion of people in vulnerable situations, including persons with disabilities. Innovative housing, innovative transportation and innovative buildings programmes that make our cities accessible to all are urgently needed. Urban spaces have to be resilient and accessible if we want to build inclusive, dynamic, resilient and sustainable cities and communities.
· UN-Habitat is mandated to promote sustainable urbanization and adequate housing for all. With an emphasis on urban legislation, urban planning and urban economy, UN-Habitat is developing an integrated framework for planned urbanization - the “Three-Pronged approach” – designed to better respond to the challenges and harness the opportunities of cities and human settlements.

· The growing urgency to provide adequate housing to millions of households and the need to do so in ways to guarantee a sustainable future for cities calls for a paradigm shift in housing policy and practice. UN-Habitat proposes that this shift, referred to as ‘Housing at the Centre’ as it re-establishes the important role housing has in development, stimulating the economy, reducing poverty and promoting inclusion in cities, and will position housing issues on the international development agenda in an increasingly strategic manner vis-a-vis the New Urban Agenda. 
· ‘Housing at the Centre’ departs from an understanding of housing as more than a roof and four walls, but the right to live somewhere in security, peace and dignity. It not only takes into account the socio-developmental dimension of housing, but places people and human rights at the forefront of urban sustainable development.

· ‘Housing at the Centre’ becomes imperative given the emerging forms of urbanism that are producing cities as places of exclusivity, rather than opportunity. Cities, especially in the developing world, are growing fragmented, unequal and dysfunctional with the current models of housing production and consumption at the core of these processes. While the most common problem is the shortage of adequate housing, other important challenges lay in the poor quality and location of the stock usually far from job and livelihood opportunities, lack of accessibility and services, unaffordable costs and insecurity of tenure. This means we are looking at housing as part of a whole livelihood system in a integrated manner, whereby housing also is facilitating and is planned in such a manner that people can access basic services, their basic needs - I'm talking about water, sanitation, education, health, jobs. I am also referring to housing that is accessible to public space, that is safe, and that it is at the center of the overall sustainable Development Agenda.
· Housing at the Centre is needed. It will be instrumental for the New Urban Agenda to meet the growing needs of urbanization in a way that benefits all people. The momentum could not be better with the first ever worldwide Sustainable Development Goal to “make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable” and targets to ensure access for all to adequate, safe and affordable housing and basic services and upgrade slums.

· Let us begin the conversation! We are proud as UN-Habitat to offer this platform to present this knowledge and unique expertise and for sharing experiences from countries all over the world on Disability and Inclusion. This is a unique opportunity to share our experiences, form new partnerships and most importantly – to formulate visions of action, strategies and cooperation of incorporating persons with disabilities in sustainable urban development.
· I wish the forum the very best of luck for the next three days and would sincerely like to thank UN-DESA for the tremendous work they have done through their collaboration with UN-Habitat in organizing this forum.

· I remain convinced that we now are seeing the beginning of a very interesting and important journey towards ensuring inclusive and sustainable urbanization for persons with disabilities. Thank you. 
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