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President of the General Assembly,

Excellencies, 
Distinguished Delegates, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 


On behalf of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs, it is my distinct pleasure to welcome you to the United Nations DESA Forum, a Dialogue on the post-2015 Development Framework and Disability. 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Permanent Missions of Kenya, Brazil, Thailand, and the Philippines; Disabled People’s International, Global Partnership for Disability and Development, Rehabilitation International, Leonard Cheshire Centre for Disability and the World Bank, for sponsoring this Forum. I extend my appreciation to our colleagues in the UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction, the World Tourism Organization and other development institutions, notably EMBARQ of the World Resource Institute and Institute for Transportation and Development Policy. I also thank our distinguished panelists and participants for your cooperation and contributions. 

The Department of Social and Economic Affairs (DESA) supports the development pillar in the work of the UN. Over many decades, our efforts have been made to advance inclusive society and development – including persons with disabilities. The inaugural session of this Forum is being held at an opportune moment, in the lead up to the General Assembly's High-level Meeting on Disability and Development, and in the presence of the Office of the President of the General Assembly. Indeed, in the process of preparing for an outcome document for the High-level Meeting,  The Member States, UN system, civil society organizations as well as other stakeholders expressed the need for collaborations, in which development practitioners and other stakeholders would come together to exchange ideas on development and disability. The time for doing so is now. 
Earlier this year, Mr. Wu Hongbo, Under-Secretary-General of DESA and senior officers of DESA had a meeting with representatives of civil society organizations, that came up with the idea of organizing a forum for an exchange of idea for the 2015 development framework and disability.  
Towards this end, almost 11,000 invitations were sent out all over the world through DESA’s Enable Newsletter.  Information about the Forum was also posted on our Enable website as well as through social media, such as Facebook and Twitter.

This Forum is the first in a series toward 2015 and beyond.  The Forums’ objective is to contribute to the on-going discussions towards a post-2015 UN development framework by bringing together a wide range of stakeholders and providing a forum for exchange of experiences. During the course of three sessions, participants will share their expertise in strategic areas pertaining to disability inclusion in development. It is our hope that, through these exchanges, we will, together, generate action-oriented ideas and options for a way forward toward a development agenda that is inclusive of all- including persons with disabilities. We will also invite participants to form issue-specific informal groups, which will continue to share information and cooperate with one another between sessions of the DESA Forum.


Over three decades, the international community has demonstrated its commitment to the rights and inclusion of persons with disabilities in all aspects of society and development through the adoption of the World Programme of Action concerning Disable Persons in 1982, the Standard Rules on Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities in 1993 and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in 2006. Despite such commitments, disability has remained invisible in many mainstream development frameworks. 


Although there are more than one billion people living today with disabilities, the vast majority in developing countries, disability was not included in the Millennium Development Goals, nor in their targets and indicators. As a result, disability has been rarely included in national policies or programmes related to these Goals.


As the 2015 deadline for the realization of the Millennium Development Goals approaches, the international community begun to address the issue of a future development framework. In order to ensure the inclusion of disability in the emerging global development agenda, the General Assembly decided to convene a High-level Meeting at the level of Heads of State and Government, on 23 September 2013, to consider the overarching theme: “The way forward: a disability inclusive development agenda towards 2015 and beyond.” The High-level Meeting will provide a historical opportunity to address the situation of persons with disabilities in society and development, including their roles as both agents and beneficiaries of development.


The results of this Forum are expected to make concrete contributions to on-going discussions concerning the post-2015 development agenda, as well as to the General Assembly High-level Meeting on Disability and Development. The summary of the discussion will be used to inform the preparation of the upcoming major UN reports concerning development and disability. It will also be included in the compilation of good practices for action toward disability-inclusive development and posted on the UN Enable website.


The Forum will start with an interactive dialogue with the participation of His Excellency Mr. Dejan Šahović, Deputy-Chef de Cabinet of the President of the General Assembly, today from 2 to 4pm. After this session, there will be two panel discussions, the first this afternoon from 4 to 6pm on the Post-2015 development framework on disaster risk reduction and disability inclusion in both the relevant policy and operational framework; and the second panel discussion tomorrow from 10am to 1pm on Accessibility for sustainable and equitable development for all: transportation, infrastructures and access to basic public services.


Now, I have the honor to invite His Excellency Mr. Šahović to take the floor.
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