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The current post-2015 conversations all point to the singular idea that the future of sustainable development rests on our ability for ‘transformation’. 

And in the case of disaster resilience becoming truly inclusive of disability, too, it is two fundamental transformations that are needed. 
One, we need a transformation of attitudes and perception i.e. a whole and undisputed recognition that persons with disability are not just beneficiaries of development but active and contributing ‘agents’ of it. The words of Senator Montien Boonton from Thailand at the Global Platform [who is also present here today] said it all and I quote, ‘I may be blind but I have a vision.’
And secondly, we need a transformation in our actios. In other words, we need to expand our capacity to mainstream tools and information in our work and lives that enhance safety and resilience for all including persons with disabilities. This needs to happen at all levels governments, businesses, households, individuals and of the UN itself. Cost-effective technology and innovative design is at the heart of this.
The post-2015 framework for disaster risk reduction, or the HFA2, holds the promise to catalyse these transformations, if all stakeholders come together to advance this critical agenda.
1. A disaster resilient planet is only attainable with inclusiveness
· Given increasing disaster risks and the enormity of the challenge, DRR can only be effective if it is truly multi-stakeholder. The quest for resilience cannot exclude the almost 1 billion persons living with disabilities; A resilient planet means everyone must be part of the solution and not the problem.

· Therefore all post-2015 processes must be disability-inclusive: the HFA2, the post 2015 development agenda and the climate change negotiations.  

2.  We must aim for the tangible: merely saying ‘disability-inclusive’ is not 
enough

· Risk reduction programmes and policies have to do more than just state “disability inclusive”. We need real actions and real benefits on the ground.
· Early warning systems, evacuation procedures, life saving information (and risk data collection) and other critical services must tangibly address the needs persons living with disabilities in all communities. Evacuation or temporary shelters must be accessible for persons with disabilities. And persons with disabilities have to feel ownership and partake in the designing of protocols and policies that will ensure they are not left behind in the struggle for resilience.

· ICT and innovative design (that promotes safety and resilience) will play a significant role in increasing the resilience of disabled persons. The Global Platform in Geneva in May showcased some innovative work ongoing in this area such as Professor Matsuzaki [who is also present here today] from the University of Miyagi who discussed ideas of tools such as light emitting devices or vibrating wrist watches that could ensure that deaf persons could heed evacuation directives. Similarly, smart designing is needed for persons who face other kinds of disabilities.
3. Leadership is key

· Decision- and policy-makers must connect with persons living with disabilities. 
· Decision and policy makers must reflect the needs of persons living with disabilities in local and national post 2015 plans.
· Decision-makers must also convince their constituencies that persons with disabilities are an important source of information.
· Leaders must have good data to base decisions on (and I will come to that next), but equally important, they need to fully understand what it is like to be a person with a disability during and after a disaster. Can one hear or understand the warnings? Can one quickly exit a home or workplace? Can one move about the community after evacuating? 

4. The need for credible evidence: more robust data collection

· The need for a data revolution has been repeatedly stressed in the post-2015 conversation. It is no less relevant in our discussion today. 
· We already know that persons with disability are harder hit by disasters. But we need more precise data and use that data on the risks faced by persons with disabilities to advocate for and inform long-term policy. We also need to identify effective practices for community preparedness and planning to the needs of people with disabilities in all types of disasters. Finally, looking to post-2015 goals and targets, we need to monitor our progress by collecting data disaggregated by many important categories including disability (and gender, income, etc.) in order to identify gaps in our progress.
5. This conversation must continue (International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction 2013)
· The IDDR this year will be focused on persons with disabilities. It will serve as an important way to carry on the conversation that is in full force here today and will be invigorated again at the September High Level Dialogue on disability-inclusive development. 
· It will be celebrated all over the world, and I invite you all to be a part of the conversation on the day itself and up to the year 2015.









