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Presentation by Kéroul
 at the DESA Forum: 

Dialogue on Post-2015 Development Frameworks and Disability
19 - 20 July 2013

Conference Room 4, UN Headquarters, New York

Making Development Real for All

The World Summit Destinations for all in the post-2015 agenda
The Millennium Declaration of 2000 raised a number of initiatives aimed at building respect for fundamental human rights, in particular the right to live above the poverty line, to receive a quality education and to enjoy a sustainable environment. These initiatives are expected to materialize through a global partnership for development. The Millennium Goals were designed for the period 2000-2015, but what should the targets be after 2015? We suggest three objectives:

1) To respect the rights of the most vulnerable citizens;

2) To consider the social dimension of sustainable development; and 

3) To strengthen the global partnership for development of accessibility for people with disabilities.

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities came into force in 2008. Relatively speaking, this is new, but it has a wide scope and encourages States to take specific actions to ensure persons with disabilities, "... on an equal basis with others, access to the physical environment, to transportation, to information and communications (...) and to other facilities and services open or provided to the public, both in urban and rural areas." To consolidate the implementation of the Convention, it is necessary to insist on the respect of the rights of persons with disabilities and to encourage States to take the necessary steps to improve accessibility in public spaces.

We are now well aware that development must respect both the environment and the society in which it operates. Too often, however, it has limited the principles of sustainable development only to the physical environment at the expense of our most vulnerable citizens. 
Development essentially looks to the future. Designing a site accessible to those with disabilities does not implicate great expenses if this goal is incorporated at the planning and project specification stage. 

Sustainable development must be inclusive.

Finally, the "global partnership" proposed in the Millennium Development Goals must continue in different areas. A set of international partners, including the UN World Tourism Organization and Kéroul organized the World Summit Destinations for All to establish an international network promoting tourism for people with disabilities. People with disabilities are not limited to their immediate neighbourhood; they can travel for personal, medical, or business reasons, not to mention for cultural discoveries and general leisure.
Tourism is a means of integration. Assessing whether a destination is accessible can mean verifying the accessibility of tourist services, accommodations, restaurants, transportation, urban infrastructure, attractions and shops. The first person to benefit from a destination’s increased accessibility is the local population. Developing accessible destinations is also an investment that can be profitable in terms of hosting this important and growing part of the world's population, currently estimated at 15%. Few businesses have the luxury of ignoring this significant market segment, which will only increase in the coming years with an aging population. Tourism permits an international integration: those with disabilities want to know if they can find lodging and have accessible restaurants when they reach their destination. The accuracy of such information vis-à-vis internationally-recognized standards becomes thus an essential consideration in their decision to travel or not.

The World Summit Destinations for All will take place in Montreal, Canada, from October 19 to 22, 2014. For more details, see the Web site www.destinationspourtous2014.com.
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Tourism, culture & transportation: 


A common strategy at the international level











� Kéroul is a non-profit organization, founded in 1979. Its mission is to make tourism and culture accessible to people with restricted physical ability. Since 1987, Kéroul has been mandated by Tourism Québec to evaluate the accessibility of Québec’s tourist and cultural establishments. See: � HYPERLINK "http://www.keroul.qc.ca" ��www.keroul.qc.ca�, � HYPERLINK "mailto:infos@keroul.qc.ca" ��infos@keroul.qc.ca� 
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