
On the occasion of the 59th session of the Commission on the Status of Women

The Permanent Mission of Australia to the United Nations
in association with

United Kingdom Mission to the United Nations
Women’s Refugee Commission

The United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs
and UN Women

invite you to save the date for

Advancing the rights of women and girls with 
disabilities: Reports from the frontline

Tuesday 10 March 2015, from 3.00pm to 4.15pm
Australian Mission to the United Nations

150 East 42nd Street, 33rd Floor

There is growing understanding that women and girls with disabilities experience “double 
discrimination” on the basis of both their gender and their disability. This discrimination is 

exacerbated in situations of conflict and displacement, where women and girls with 
disabilities face a variety of human rights violations, including violence, abuse and 

exploitation. Despite this fact, women and girls with disabilities are often excluded from 
protection and empowerment activities, and lack access to sexual and reproductive health 

information and services.

Join us for this unique, direct dialogue with a panel including women with disabilities who 
are leaders in their communities and who work with women and girls who are refugees, 

asylum seekers or who are internally displaced.

Remarks by:
Natasha Stott Despoja, Australia’s Ambassador for Women and Girls
Baroness Northover, Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for International Development (UK)
Sarah Costa, Executive Director, Women’s Refugee Commission
Akiko Ito, Chief of the Secretariat of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, UN 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA)
Roseweter Mudarikwa, Chairperson of the Network of African Women with Disabilities 
(NAWWD)
Jolly Acen, National Union of Women with Disabilities of Uganda (NUWODU)
Abia Akram, Chairperson, National Forum of Women with Disabilities (NFWWD), Pakistan

Concept note and agenda to follow.
For RSVP and further information, please email gabrielle.krasowski@dfat.gov.au


