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First of all, I would like to thank the Department of Economic and Social Affairs for having invited me to this side event and for giving the opportunity to exchange information concerning current efforts by international development agencies, including the Italian Development Cooperation, in promoting disability inclusive development cooperation.

Italy that has ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in 2009 and has fully supported the inclusion of Article 32 in the Convention as a fundamental instrument for promoting both human rights and development.
As stated in the report “Mainstreaming disability in the development agenda” by the Secretary General to the 48th Commission for Social Development, “the Convention is the only international human rights instrument to have an article on international cooperation, providing a comprehensive framework for mainstreaming disability”.

As stated in Article 32:

“States Parties recognize the importance of international cooperation and its promotion, in support of national efforts for the realization of the purpose and objectives of the present Convention, and will undertake appropriate and effective measures in this regard, between and among States and, as appropriate, in partnership with relevant international and regional organizations and civil society, in particular organizations of persons with disabilities”.
Taking in consideration this framework, Italian Cooperation, has decided, to support the GPDD, the Global Partnership for Disability and Development that is an informal network providing a platform for collaboration to all stakeholders groups that are necessary for effectively integrating disability matters in mainstream development. It consists of 45 members that represent low and high income governments and donor agencies, disabled people’s international organizations, other international development organizations, research institutes and private sector. The GPDD is being funded by Italy, Finland, Norway and the World Bank. 

In October 2009, Italy has hosted the “International Forum for promoting a Global Partnership on Disability and Development” that has been held in Turin. 

Following the ratification of the Convention and taking in consideration the contents of Article 32, Italian Cooperation has started a process for reviewing its policies to promote the mainstreaming of disability.

For this purpose has been panned a study on Italian cooperation project activities implemented in the period 2000-2008 with the objective of identifying:
a. The extent and characteristics of the economic investment of the Italian Cooperation on the disability issue from 2000 to 2008;

b. The type of projects implemented;

c. The best practices and the lessons learned to be used for mainstreaming activities on disabilities within the Italian Cooperation. 
Moreover Italian cooperation has supported The World Bank/Disability Development Team for carrying out a review of policies and practices of bilateral and multilateral agencies in mainstreaming disability in development agenda with the objective of building a wide knowledge on international efforts on the issue.
The two studies will be soon published  in collaboration with the World Bank.
The analysis conducted with the first study revealed the type of initiatives funded by the Italian Cooperation: from one side they consisted in development project activities targeted specifically towards persons with disabilities; on the other side, in initiatives were the disability issue was considered in different sectors of intervention in a transversal way and, in certain cases, mainstreamed. 

The 51 projects examined referred to five areas of interest: health and rehabilitation, accessibility, promoting rights, participation and empowerment of people with disabilities and their associations, cultural change and transversal issues (legislative-institutional impact, social integration, training and education). 

The study highlighted the ongoing commitment carried out by the Italian Cooperation in promoting the rights of persons with disabilities and reflected the strong Italian tradition in promoting initiatives that encourage and support an approach based on participation. This approach emerged from the involvement of the organization of civil society, national institutions, municipalities, public bodies, universities and religious institutions and associations.  

On the basis of the analysis contained in the  “Report of the Italian Cooperation,  Promotion and Protection of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 2000-2008  ” and its conclusions, a series of recommendations were elaborated in order to strengthening the efforts to promote disability in the Italian development agenda in line with the spirit of the UN Convention.
The process for the approval of such recommendations is under way and it will be discussed and approved through a consultation process of all Italian cooperation partners committed in this sector of activities.

Here below some of the recommendations identified:

Recommendations for national actions: 

1. UN National Report 

Italy should provide a detailed Report on the measures adopted in fulfilling its obligations in compliance with the terms of the UN convention and progress achieved.  This Report, should include a part concerning initiatives promoted and funded by the Italian Cooperation in compliance with the terms envisaged in Art 32. of the Convention.  

2. National Plan of Action

Italy is committed for promoting an appropriate Plan of Action for implementing the contents of the UN Convention. 

The Plan should contain a series of information regarding the planning that Italy intends to sustain on disability issues through the international development cooperation.

3. National Observatory 

The law ratifying the entry into force of the UN Convention also established a “National Observatory” for the condition of persons with disabilities that will have the task to draft a detailed report on the measures taken to effectively implement the obligations ratified by the document and on the progress obtained for this purpose. This Observatory could envisage the presence of a representative of the Development Cooperation in order to report on the terms established by Art. 32 of the Convention. 

4.  Annual Report to the Parliament 

The “Italian system” envisages a series of institutional phases aimed at reporting on the implementation of the cooperation policies for development.  Among these, the Annual Report to the Parliament by DGCS, which is based on documentation provided by different sources and contains analyses and assessments on various different aspects of cooperation.  The Annual Report could contain a specific section devoted to disability issues. 


Recommendations in the context of the international development cooperation 
5. Updating the Guidelines on disability issues of the DGCS. 

The Italian Cooperation is committed for revising the Guidelines on disability issues.  The new Guidelines should define a system of procedures aimed at introducing the disability issue in all cooperation projects, even those not explicitly dedicated to this topic. 

The Guidelines should include a monitoring system for verifying their application. 

In compliance with the spirit of the UN Convention, it will be necessary to identify every useful connection between the revision of the Guidelines on Disability and the updating of other Guidelines as envisaged by DGCS (i.e.  gender issues and the rights of minors).

The revision process of the guidelines must involve, on the bases of the inspiring principles of the Convention, the civil society, particularly, the organizations of persons with disabilities. The revision process of the guidelines must signal the importance of defining specific indicators capable of measuring the impact of the projects in favour of persons with disabilities and carrying out a systematic evaluation of the project activities. 
6. Twin track approach

The Italian Cooperation should increase its efforts for promoting disability mainstreaming policies within the context of its activities.

At the same time it will also be necessary to pursue implementing initiatives aimed at persons with disabilities taking account of their disability specific activities. 

7. Programming initiatives and projects in favour of persons with disabilities

Within the context of its financial programming activities, the Italian Cooperation could devote a quota of funds specifically reserved to promoting and protecting persons with disabilities. 

Regional distribution of the funds should also be better planned to avoid geographical fragmentation of the measures and  to ensure a greater impact of action.
Based on the fact that poverty and disability are linked and on the terms envisaged by the document “2009-2011 Guidelines and Programs”, the Italian Cooperation should increase its efforts towards the African countries.   

8. Formulating initiatives and projects in favour or persons with disabilities 

As part of activities aimed at formulating cooperation projects, the DGCS should consider the introduction in its policies of  the “Universal Design” approach. This term indicates “designing products, structures, programs and services useable by all persons, as extensively as possible, without the need for adaptations or specialized projects.  The “Universal Design” does not exclude support instruments for particular groups of persons with disabilities where necessary” (Art. 2 – UN Convention). This translates in practical terms in planning “accessible infrastructures” (for example without architectural barriers) and the use of “accessible technology”. 
As part of the activity aimed at formulating projects, all the funding proposals submitted to the approval of the decision-making bodies of the DGCS, should:

- include indicators that can allow collecting differentiated data regarding the population of person with disabilities, divided according to age and type of disability; 

- establish specific information on how to render the measures “inclusive.
9. Compliance with the policies on issues regarding disabilities

Compliance with policies and procedures of the Italian Cooperation regarding disability issues should be confirmed in: 

- policies and procedures adopted nationally on disability issues;

- commitments taken internationally.

In order to verify the level of compliance of the Italian cooperation policies on disability issues, the establishment of a monitoring system could occur at two levels:

- in dialogue and negotiations with partner countries in identifying the policies to be supported, in activities to be implemented, in evaluating the initiatives that have been fully accomplished;

- in exercising dialogue with the European Union, to whom the Italian Cooperation has given its significant contribution. 

10. Classifying projects according to the OCSE – DAC categories

Despite the evident complexity of the mechanism for classifying projects according to the OCSE-DAC categories, it would be useful to suggest, within this mechanism, to identify more clearly the projects aimed at persons with disabilities in order also to allow a systematic data collection.  Among other things, this would allow creating an instrument that is capable of meeting the monitoring needs of the Convention regarding the fulfilment of Italy’s commitments. 

11.  Collaboration with other cooperation agencies for development
In order to obtain a greater effectiveness of aid and to promote joint policies, the Italian Cooperation should take on the obligation of promoting initiatives aimed at encouraging an exchange of information and experiences - regarding inclusive development - with other cooperation organizations that work for Development Cooperation.
With regard to promoting more incisive mainstreaming activities on disabilities, it would be useful to plan multi-dimensional and multi-partner initiatives that can impact the lives of persons with disabilities as part of a “no-gap policy”. 

12. Involvement and support of organizations of persons with disabilities

Article 32 of the Convention invites all States Parties to undertake measures “that will lead the International Cooperation, as well as international development programs, include persons with disabilities”. 

This refers to the beneficiaries of the programs, but also to the operators.  The lack of operators who work towards development and are also persons with disabilities, indirectly translates into a minor focus on disability issues within the cooperation programs. “Nothing for us without us” is the slogan that clearly summarizes the concept of including persons with disabilities at all levels. 

The Italian Cooperation will have to make a greater effort in encouraging measures and action aimed specifically at persons with disabilities, their organizations and their networks while also systematically identifying policies in managing and evaluating cooperation programs. 

13.  Increasing the value of the NGOs 

The strong NGOs involvement that emerges from reading the “2000-2008 Report of the Italian Cooperation for protecting and promoting the rights of persons with disabilities”, constitutes an important element when planning programs.  The NGOs have proven to be very sensitive to disability issues and have also acquired significant experience on this topic which should be considered.  

For this purpose, the DGCS should support broader initiatives that also involve the NGOs by coordinating their presence even by implementing regional initiatives. 

14. Training

In general, the DGCS personnel that are in charge of formulating, monitoring and evaluating projects for persons with disabilities should follow a specific training and awareness program.  

The same training program could be applied for all bodies that implement projects on this topic. 

For this purpose, the DGCS could promote training “courses” for “development, human rights and disabilities”. 

Another important aspect could be including persons with disabilities, through dedicated scholarships, in the training courses as well as in the Masters programs co-funded by the DGCS. 

15. Involvement in the corporate world 

It is important to underline the importance of the involvement of the corporate world in the recognition of the rights of persons with disabilities in various different countries and within the activities carried out by the Development Cooperation. 
The corporate world could provide technical support in various fields in compliance with the principles of Corporate Social Responsibility.  
16.  Accessibility 

It would be necessary to issue directives in the accessibility sector similarly to what has been done by other cooperation agencies.

Introducing a similar directive also for all the projects of the Italian Cooperation would render, for istance, the infrastructures built with DGCS funds (both new and renovated) accessible. 

17. Exchanging information and experiences with the Italian institutions and focusing on their knowledge and experience
The Italian Cooperation, aware of the recognition conferred to Italy in promoting innovative policies in favour of persons with disabilities, should encourage and support the involvement of the universities, the corporate and cultural worlds and the local authorities (decentralized cooperation)s o that experience acquired at national level could be considered  and utilized at international level.
18. Emergency
The Italian cooperation should reinforce its capacities in preventing consequences of emergency situations on the condition of persons with disabilities; moreover  should be planned in a more systematic manner specific actions in favour of disabled in the context of emergencies. 
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