Interactive Dialogue on Mainstreaming Disability in the Development Agenda: Disability-Inclusive Development Cooperation

Side-event to the 48th session of the Commission for Social Development

4 February 2010, 1:15-2:45p.m., Conf. Room B, United Nations, New York
Introduction

A side-event on disability-inclusive development cooperation will be held during the 48th session of the Commission for Social Development on 4 February 2010. The event is being organized by the Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) and sponsored by GPDD – the Global Partnership for Disability and Development, as well as other stakeholders. The event will provide an opportunity to exchange information concerning current efforts by international development agencies in promoting disability-inclusive development cooperation. 

The event is a part of DESA's collaborative effort with Governments and civil society to move forward the disability rights agenda in international development cooperation, part of the broader strategy of the United Nations to advance disability rights in the mainstream international development agenda. 

Panelists representing major international development agencies will engage in an interactive dialogue with key civil society organizations on the priorities of their respective agencies and recent developments in international development cooperation. 

The event will provide basis for an in-depth discussion by stakeholders to be held on 9 February and organized by the Government of Finland, GPDD-the Global Partnership for Disability and Development, World Bank, DESA and other stakeholders.
Currently, panelists include representatives from AusAID, JICA, World Bank, UNDG and other bilateral development agencies.
Background

At its sixty-fourth session, the General Assembly through its resolution 64/131 of 18 December 2009, recognized an urgent need to include disability in all aspects of implementation, monitoring and evaluation of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), especially in view of the 2010 review of the MDGs as well as other internationally agreed development goals.

With the entry into force of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in May 2008, there is a new impetus to mainstream disability into development cooperation by a wide range of stakeholders, involving national, regional and global action and networks. 

The Convention, in its article 32, recognizes the importance of international cooperation and its promotion realization of the rights of persons with disabilities and their full inclusion into all aspects of life.
Despite national initiatives and experience accumulated in the field, mainstreaming of disability has only occurred in a very compartmentalized and limited manner within development cooperation.  Over 10 per cent of the world’s population has yet to be integrated into international development cooperation. 

The United Nations system is currently developing strategies for mainstreaming disability based on what may be called the "United Nations Global Development Framework on disability" with a set of implementation guidelines, developed from the international policy framework on disability.

The panel will consist of key speakers from the major bi-lateral and international agencies as well as the United Nations Development Group (UNDG). The panelists share their experience and visions for inclusive and barrier-fee development cooperation through the twin track approach to disability. They will also present good practices adopted by bilateral and multilateral funding agencies about mainstreaming disability in the international development agenda and the empowerment of persons with disabilities in their operational activities. 

Key civil society organizations will engage the panelist in an interactive discussion on the topic.

It is envisaged that the outcome of the panel discussion will contribute to the on-going discourse on mainstreaming disability into United Nations operational activities to be carried out at the country level, including all aspects of the MDG process and other internationally agreed development goals.

Contact information

Secretariat for the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, DC2-1306, 2 UN Plaza, New York, NY 10017; Email: enable@un.org; www.un.org/disabilities.
