Moderator
Mr. Shuab Chalklen, Special Rapporteur on Disability of the Commission for Social Development
Thank you very much Ms. Ito, the Facilitator.

Dear colleagues,

I am very happy to be here with you today to moderate and participate in this panel, which focuses on the inclusion of disability in development policy and programming and, in particular, in international cooperation.
As we know, persons with disabilities all too often experience poverty, and do not share equally in economic and social benefits and opportunities available to the mainstream population. For this reason, inclusion of disability in international cooperation is an issue to which, in my work as the Special Rapporteur, I personally attach a great deal of importance. My report to the CSOCD, which is available online, specifically addresses international cooperation and I am going to continue to discuss this issue tomorrow morning at the CSOCD session. 
As Ms. Ito has noted, the General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council have recognized the need for disability to be mainstreamed in the international development agenda and in development cooperation. Indeed, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, adopted by the General Assembly in 2006, is the first human rights treaty to specially include an article on international cooperation. Article 32 of the Convention calls upon States Parties to utilize international cooperation in support of the rights of persons with disabilities in development, and sets out examples of specific measures that States can take in this regard. 

Despite recognition at the highest levels of the need for mainstreaming disability in development cooperation, a great deal more needs to be done to make this a reality on the ground. In his report to the 50th Session of the Commission for Social Development, the Secretary-General observed that, to date, the full potential of mainstreaming disability in international cooperation remains to be realized. (Report on the Secretary-General “Mainstreaming disability in development cooperation” 2011, (E/CN.5/2011/6)) 
Today’s panel will provide an opportunity to consider how the international community can further promote disability-inclusive development cooperation. There are many challenging questions before us, but specifically, we ask our distinguished panelists to consider the following questions:

· What major challenges exist with regard to the inclusion of disability in international development cooperation policy and programming?
· What are key factors that have contributed to the effective inclusion/mainstreaming of disability in development cooperation policy and programming?
· Are there innovative ways and useful tools that could be used to further mainstream disability in development cooperation policy and programming?

· How can the UN, including the UN country teams, best support key stakeholders and partners in their work of including disability in development cooperation at country level. 
· What recommendations would you have for Governments and the United Nations who will assemble at the High-level Meeting on Disability and Development in 2013, so that the meeting and its outcome would further promote disability-inclusive development and cooperation at international level?  
We look forward to a fruitful discussion that can contribute the General Assembly’s High-level Meeting on Disability and Development in 2013. 
Before I give the floor to our distinguished panelists, I wish to share a snapshot of what is happening in Africa and my observations on the issue that is what works and what does not in our efforts of mainstreaming disability in development in Africa.
Now I would like to turn to our panelists, who will share their experience and wisdom on the issue of mainstreaming disability in development cooperation. I would kindly request each panelist to limit your presentations to 10 minutes.






