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Welcome remarks and background to the event (1.15-1.20pm)
Dear moderator, distinguished panelists, representatives from governments, civil society, ladies and gentlemen, good afternoon!
Welcome to today’s panel discussion. Thank you to all the panelists for being here with us at this event.

This panel is organized, in conjunction with the 50th session of the CSOCD by the Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) in collaboration with the Government of Finland and the Government of Ireland (Irish Aid).
Our discussion today will focus on “Inclusion of Disability in Development Policy and Programming,” with a particular emphasis on development cooperation.
There are over one billion persons with disabilities in the world and the prevalence of disability is on the rise. Although evidence shows that persons with disabilities experience higher rates of poverty than persons without disabilities, disability perspectives have been largely invisible in internationally agreed development frameworks and agendas. 

The General Assembly and ECOSOC, recognizing disability as a cross-cutting development concern, have, in a series of its resolutions, (see General Assembly resolutions 63/150, 64/131 and 65/186 and ECOSOC resolutions See resolutions 2010/13 and 2011/27) reiterated the urgent need to mainstream disability in the international development agenda, including in development cooperation.  
Over the past few years, DESA has been working closely in partnership with governments and civil society organizations, including organizations of persons with disabilities, to promote the inclusion of disability in development policy and programming. Together with key stakeholders, DESA regularly organizes seminars, panels and events – including at the sessions of the Commission for Social Development - to address and promote the inclusion of disability in critical global development issues. 
DESA has taken leadership in promoting the mainstreaming of disability throughout the work of the UN System, including through its role as co-chair of the Inter-Agency Support Group for the Convention, which has recently adopted a Joint Strategy and Plan of Action to increase the scale and effectiveness of UN efforts to improve the situation of persons with disabilities globally.  DESA, as a member of the UNDG task team, also helped develop the UNDG guidance note to support the mainstreaming of disability in the work of the UN Country Teams and their partners. 

These and other on-going efforts by DESA contribute directly to mainstreaming disability in international development cooperation.
As the final deadline for the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals draws near, the international community has before it the opportunity to ensure that disability is included in any emerging development framework beyond 2015. 
In September 2013, the General Assembly will convene a High-level Meeting with the overarching theme “The way forward: a disability inclusive development agenda towards 2015 and beyond”.
 Today’s discussion is expected to make a valuable contribution to the High-level Meeting.
It is now my honour to invite Mr. Shuaib Chalklen, the UN Special Rapporteur on Disability, to moderate our panel discussion.
Mr. Chalklen, the floor is yours.
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